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Memoirs of Thomas Hollis, £/. F.R. and-A. 5.8. 2 gol 
4to. 41. 45, in boards, Cadell. : 


NHERE is no fpecies of literature moré ufeful than bios 
graphy. .The memoirs of.thofe perfons, who havé 
diftinguithed themfelves by their ledrning, their ingenuity, 
their. patriotic virtues, or their military exploits, are calcu. 
lated to gratify a laudable curiofity,’ and excite a noble emu- 
lation, - Yet it is not néceffary, that the biographer fhould 
confine his enquiries to the lives of thofe, who have been 
the objeéts of public admiration and applaufe. ‘True great- 
nefs, like true happinefs, does not confift in outward pomp and 
oftentation, but is feated in the mind; and is frequently found 
in retirement and obfcurity, “The life of Ariftides or Atticus 
‘may afford more ufeful inftru€tion; than that of Alexander 
or Julius’ Czfar: the private virtues of the former may: 
fervé as examples to thoufands ; while the heroifm of the 
Jatter can only be imitated by princes or warriors, 
* ‘The Memoirs now before us prefent to our view one of the 
moft refpeétable and exemplary chara&ters, which the prefent 
age has produced. his character, we confefs, is‘ attended 
with fome remarkable fingularities ; but, at the fame time, 
it is diftinguifhed by many. extraordinary virtues, by‘ an in- 
genuous fimplicity, an inviolable integrity, and.an unlimited 
benevolence. 
Thomas Hollis, efg. of Corfcombe in the county of Dorfet, 
was born in London, April 14a, 1720. 
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Thomas, his great-grandfather, was of Rotheram in the 
county of York, a whitefmith by trade, and the founder of 
the hofpital at Sheffield, fer the maintenance of fixteen poor 
cutlers’ widows. He was of the Baptift perfuafion. 

In the time of the Civil Wars he left Yorkhire, and fettled, 
with his family, in London ; and, in 1679, took a leafe for 
‘ninety-nine years of Pinner’s-Hall, formerly the place of 
meeting of the principal independents, Oliver Cromwell, and 
others. This gentleman died in 1718, at the age of eighty- 
‘four, and left three fons, Thomas, Nathaniel, and John ; and 
one daughter, Mary. . 

Thomas, his eldeft fon, an eminent merchant in London, 
augmented the Sheffield charity, and the truft for Pinner’s- 
Hall ; but more particularly diftinguifhed himfelf by ‘his be- 
nefactions to New England, efpecially to Harvard College, in 
Cambridge, where he founded a profefforfhhip for the ma- 
thematics and ‘natural philofophy, and ten fcholarfhips for 
ftudents in thofe and other fciences; which, with other en- 
dowments, amounted to nearly soool. 

. His brothers, Nathaniel and John, were joint contributors 
in many of his gifts. The latter, in particular, was a con- 
fiderable benefactor to the Sheffield truft, and to the Baptift 
and Independent Societies. 

Nathaniel had one fon, Thomas, who died in 1735, three 
years before his father, leaving only one fon, ‘Thomas, the 
fubje& of thefe Memoirs, who inherited the fortune of his 
father, and of his great uncle Thomas, the latter dying in 
1730, without iffue. 

His mother was the daughter of Mr. Scott of Woolver- 
hampton, in whofe family he was placed, till he was four or 
five years of age. From Woolverhampton he was brought to 
London, and _ not long afterwards fent to the great free-fchool 
of Newport, in Shropfhire, where he ftaid till he was eight or 
niné years old. From hence he was removed to St. Albans, 
and put under the eare of Mr. Wood. In his thirteenth, or 
fourteenth year he was fent to Amiterdam, to learn the Dutch 
and French languages, writing, arithmetic, and accounts. 
After a ftay of about fifteen months he returned to London to 
his father, with whom he remained till his death, in 1735. 
After this he paffed fome years in the houfe of his coufin, 
Timothy Hollis, efq. 

It was now determined by his friends, that he fhould have a 
Viberal education, fuitable to the ample fortune he was to in- 
herit ; he was therefore placed under the tuition of the learned 
Dr. Jolin Ward, Profeffor of Rhetoric in Grefham College, 
where he ftudied the languages, particularly Latin, and went 
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through a courfe of logic, rhetoric, hiftory, and other branches 
of learning. 

In February, 1739-40, he took chambers, and was admitted 
as a law-ftudent in Lincoln’s Inn. ,,Here-he remained till the 
year 1748; but it does not appear, that, he applied himfelf 
profeffedly to the ftudy of the law; nor, on the other hand, 
did he wafte this interval in idle amufements’ or diffipation, 
He appears to have formed his conduct, very early, on the be- 
nevolent and public fpirited model of his worthy predecefiors, 
improved by his own good fenfe and obfervations. 

On July 19, 1748, he fet out on his travels for the firft 
time ; and paffed through Holland, the Auftrian and French 
Flanders, part of France, Switzerland, Savoy, and Italy ; 
returning through lesley Britany, &c. to Paris, accom- 
panied by his friend Thomas Brand, efq. 

Of this. tour he has left a curious and copious journal ; 
from which it appears, that very little efcaped his notice, 
where he could have proper information, relating to arts and 
{ciences, public roads, manufactures, trade, antiquities, and 
what is called virti, of which he became an able connoifleur, 
and a generous encourager. 

His fecond excurfion commenced July 16, 1750, when he 
travelled through Holland and the northern and eaftern parts 
of Germany to Italy, Sicily, Malta, Lorrain, &c. 

While he was abroad he commenced many valuable friend- 
fhips with men of learning and eminence, favourers and pro- 
moters of ufeful arts and {ciences. 

Upon his return to England in 1753, he began his collec- 
tions of books and medals ‘ for the purpofe, as he expreffes 
himfelf, of illuftrating and upholding liberty, and preferv- 
ing the memory of its champions, to render tyranny and its 
abettors odious, to extend fcience and art, to keep alive the 
honour and eftimation of their patrons and protectors, to thake 
the whole as ufeful as poflible, abhorring all monopoly ; ; and 
to recommend the fame benevolent fpirit to pofterity,’ 

In purfuance of this generous pian he employed his thoughts, 
his time, and his fortune; and, with an uncommon liberality 
of .fentiment, extended his munificence to perfons of dif- 
ferent perfuafions, and to foreigners, without diftinétion. 

He prefented two large and valuable collections of books to 
the public library at Berne, with an intimation only, that 
they were fent by * ah Englithman, a lover of liberty, and a 
citizen of the world, as a {mall token of his unfeigned re- 
{pec for that Canton, and the brave, worthy, and free people 
of Switzerland.” 
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He was ‘a‘ conftant. and liberal benefa€tor to Harvard Col- 
lege in New England, from the year 1758 to the year 1773 ; 
and tranfmitted many munificent donations, ‘efpecially of 
books, to Leipfic, Hamburgh, Gottingen, Leyden, Geneva, 
Venice, Rome, Sicily, Sweden, and other foreign countries. 

To enumerate his prefents:to private individuals would 
greatly exceed the limits of this article.. A multitude of 
thefe remain, moftprobably, afecret even to the perfons, who 
received them. It was an amiable and ftriking feature in his 
character to. 


‘ Do good by ftealth, and blufh to have it known.’ 


We fhall therefore content ourfelves with extrafting a few of 
thofe paffages, which relate to his literary tranfactions, or 
contain any memorable circumftance ; omitting every thing of 
apolitical nature. 

From the time of his return from his travels he paid great 
attention to the public focieties in this country, inftituted for 
the promotion of learning and fcience, and was a member of 
moft, if not all of them; but took an early refolution of 
avoiding all public ‘ diftinétive offices’? among them. 

The Britifi Mufeum was an obje& of his particular regard 
and benevolence. He confidered it as a literary foundation; 
calculated to do the higheft honour to the Britifh name ; and in 
that view he contributed many things to its valuable ftores, from 
his own colleétions. 

In 1760, he applied to Mr. Millar, to reprint Dr. Wallis’s 
Latin Grammar ‘of the. Englifh tongue, ‘ for the benefit of 
foreigners, and the {preading of the principles of truth and 
liberty,’ which, in his opinion, were moft ably and effectually 
difcuffed by Englifh writers, and little underftood-by the fub-: 
jects of defpotic governments abroad. Mr. Saville; according 
to the Independent Whig, is faid'to have replied ‘to-a F renchs 
_ than, who exalted upon the fine writings of his countrymen,’ 
« That there were but two fubjeéts in nature worth a wife’ 
man’s thaughts, and they durft fpeak of neither.’ This anec- 
dote Mr.’ Hollis has quoted in his Notes on-Sydney’s Life; 
p- 34, and a paflage from Voltaire, warts the Englifh are’ 
called, *1és precepteurs des nations.’- But the proficiency of 
the. nations mui be very fmail,’ if they are unacquainted 
with the language of their preceptors. ~Dr. Wallis’s Grammar 
Was intended to oWViate this defeét;' and to that ed his in- 
flrudtions te’ conveyed in a _totigue, which” fcholars in all 
countries snd of ‘all degrees, Un@erftand -in” feme meafure at 
leaft, and was therefore the fistelt to open the way for fo- 
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xeigners to the. treafures of. Englith learning. To revive this 
noble and benevolent purpofe of the author, was Mr. Hollis’s 
view in republifhing this excellent work, which appeared in 
the year 1765, with a preface by the late Mr. Bowyer. 

Mr. Hollis, it is certain, did not think with, or conform 
to the church of England ; but the following lettéris an in- 
ftance, among many others, which might be produced, that 
he acted for the real interefts of that church with as much 
propriety as the moft zealous of her members could have 
done. 

‘July 29, 1760, * Being informed, that Mr. S. is very ill, 
and not likely to recover, I think it my duty, as patron Of 
the living of L. to look about me in time, in order to find 
“out, ifpoffible, an able and worthy clergyman to fucceed him, 
in benefit.to that parifh and neighbourhood, and fo in fome 
fort to the. public. 

* At prefent I have no perfon in view for it, But it is 
my intention, my fixed intention, to beftow the living on 
that clergyman, who fhall anfwer neareft to the following de- 
{cription : 

—‘ Aclergyman forty-five to fifty-five years of age, of a 
found conftitution, and without remarkable defeé& in perfon 
or voice; one who has had a regular education, and no change- 
ling, is truly, in civil principles, a Whig, has officiated al- 
ways as a curate, is active in difpofition, yet mild in man- 
ners; is beloved by his neighbours, and has a clear and un- 
doubted charaéter; one who will content himfelt with this 
living, without [an additional] curacy, and refide upon and 
ferve it; or will engage, upon his honour, to refign it in- 
ftantly, in. cafe of future preferment. And it is my farther 
“requeft, that you conduct it with all the ftillnefs and privacy 
that is poffible, not only at prefent, but even when Mr. S. 
fhall be no more.’ 

In December following, a propofal was made to Mr. Hollis 
to become a candidate for a borough in the enfuing eletion 
of a new parliament ; his anfwer was, that though he would 
‘give almoft his right hand to be chofen into parliament, yet 
he could not give a fingle crown for it by way of bribe, 

* Writing to a. friend about the fame time, he fays: *‘ We 
are already beginning to prepare for the grand feptennial riot. 
‘Let thofe play the game who choofe it. For my own part, 
though I had rather poffefs a‘feat in ‘a certain place, than any 
other temporal adyantage whatever, yet I remember too well 
the faying of an ancient to think of it. ‘“* I can live contented 
without glory, but cannot fuffer fhame.”” Honeft Plutarch re- 
cords it, I think, but I am not certain,’ 
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In January 1761, was publithed, under the care and dix 
reftion of Mr, Hollis, a new edition of Toland’s Life of 


“Milton, together with his Amyntor, in a handfome o¢tavo vo- 


lume. This, and Milton’s profe works, he fent as prefents 
to. many. private perfons, both at home and abroad, and to 


a confiderable number of public libraries in foreign countries. 


It may be obferved, that, at this time, there were feveral 
edjtions of Milton’s profe-works, ‘Toland’s edition, printed 
in 3 vols. folio, in 1698.53:-Dr. Birch’s, in 2 vols. folio, in 
1738; and, Mr, Baron’s, in. 2.vols. quarto, in 1753, before 


the editor was acquainted with Mr. Hollis *. 


Mr, Hollis’s veneration for Milton made him particularly in- 
quifitive after every thing, that in any refpe& related, or for- 
merly. belonged to this great man, as portraits, &c. The follow- 
ing anecdote may ferve to fhew, how far he extended this laudable 
enthufiatm: June 12, 17614, he bought a bed, which once be- 
longed t to Jchn Milton, and on which he died. This bed he fent 
2s a prefent to, Dr, Akenfide,. with the following card: * An 
Eng lifh gentleman is defirous of having the honour to prefent.a 
bed. which once belonged to John Milton, and on which he died, 
to Dr. Akenfide ; and if the docter’s genius, believing him- 
felf obliged, and having flept in that bed, fhould prompt him 
to write an “ode to the memory of Jchn Milton, and the af- 
fextors, of Britifh liberty, that gentleman would think himfelf 
abundantly recompenced.’-——His biographer adds: * the doétor 
feemed. wonderfplly delighted with this bed, and had it put 

up in his houfe.. But mere, we do not know of the delight 
the doétor took in his prefent, not the leaft memorandum of an 
acknowledgment to Mr. Hollis for it appearing. And as to 
the ode, the doCtor might.learn from his friend Dyfon, that 
an encomjum on Milton,. as an. affertor of Britifi liberty, at 
that time of the day, was net the thing.’ 

Mr. ._Hollis’s aaninbtibnks with the colonies, and~ his zeal 
for their improvement, and particularly. his correfpondence 
with Dr. Mayhew, who it feems became obnoxious to the 
governors of Maffachufets, on account af ‘his writings in fa. 
vour of civil Jiberty, have been alleged as evidence of his 
fomenting that faGtious fpirit among the Americans, which 
has ended in their declaring themfelves. independent on the 
mother country. ¢ But fuch an idea, fays his biographer, ap- 
pears from undoubted teftimony to have been the moft remote 
from Mr. Hollis’s wifhes. and endeavours. On the contrary, 
he endeavoured to inculcate loyalty to the-king and his g0- 
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vernment; and to create a good opinion of his majefty among 
his gh not airy fubjects. 

-* Let you and Ff, dear fir, fays he, writing to Dr. Mayhew, 
continue to with well to our country, our king, and their a 
proved faithful fervant William Pitt.’ And in thefame letter 
he fays: ‘ I think 1 am well informed, that our honeft excel- 
lent young king has ordered, that fac of the French prifoners 
of war as will be in want of cloathing the servic. winter 
(1761) fhall be clothed at his expence.’ 

And to mention no more inftances, Auguft 12, 1762, in 
Mr. Hollis’s Diary is this article on the birth of his royal 
highnefs the prince of Wales : ‘ This morning the queen was 
delivered happily of a prince. Pray God blefs him, and en- 
dow him with all thofe noble qualities, which are fuitable toa 
chief ruler of a free and magnanimous people. '—This is the 
Janguage of benevolence and fincerity. 

In 1762, was publifhed at Rome, a Differtation, De Ded 
Libertate,' ejufque cultu apud Romanos, & de Libertinorum 
Pileo, written by Rodulphini Venuti, at the requeft of Mr. 
Hollis.—The Pileus Libertatis, or cap of liberty, was a fa- 
vourite emblem with Mr. Hollis, and diftinguithes the prints, 
and books, -which have been publifhed by his direétion. 

About this period, Mr. Hollis employed Mr. Elmfly, the 
bookfeller, to colle& every thing he could meet with written 
againft. the Jefuits; which commiffion Mr. Elmfly executed 
with great fuccefs.. The colleétion was a noble one, and was 
fent to the public library of Zurich ; concerning which Mr. 
Hollis writes thus to a friend. 

‘ The collection of books and papers, relating to the Je- 
fuits, was fhipped laft week for a proteftant univerfity abroad, 
diftant fome hundred miles from this happy country. It was 
my defire and intention to have lodged this fingular colleétion 
in the Britihh Mufeum. But the behaviour of a committee 
of the truftees was fo ftrange towards me, on a particular oc- 
cafion, that I could not refolve any longer, with any degree 
of. magnanimity, to fend it to that place: in any other in 
this nation, fuch a fort of colleétion would have been almoft 
loft,’——It muft however be obferved, to the honour of Mr. 
Hollis, that he was afterwards a conftant benefactor to the 
Britifh Mufeum. 

March 31,°1763, Mr. Hollis finifhed his new edition of 
Sydney’s works, which he fays, * he completed, after great 
and continued labour, and at a confiderable expence on his 
own part; having undertaken it without a fingle bye view, 
and alone, from the love he bore to liberty and the author’s 
memory.’ 

M4 This 








168 — Memoirs of Thomas Hollis, E/y 


This publication gives: our excellent biographer . occafion, 
¢> make the following remarks on a fcandalous. reflection, 
which not long fince was thrown.on the character of Sydney. 

' € When’ a certain writer pretended to fix upon. Algernon 
Sydney,. by authentic memorials, an intrigue with Barillon 
the French ambaffador, in favour of the projeéts of Lewis XIV. 
and Charles JT. ’-all the world were in amazement, never once 
recollecting, that this aftonifhing phenomenon had been ac 
counted for by bifhop Burnet, from moft undoubted authority, 
Let us hear him once more : | 

._ *€ Sydney was ambaffador in. Denmark at the time of the 
Reftoration, :but-did not come back till the. year feventy- 
eight, when the parliament was prefling the king into a war, 
The court of France obtained leave for him to return. He 
did all he could to divert people from that war ; fo that fome 
took him for a peffioner of France; but to thofe to whom he 
durft {peak freely, he faid he knew it was all a juggle; that 
our court was in an intire confidence with France, and had 
no other defign in this fhew of war, but to raife an army, atid 
keep it beyond fea, till it was trained and modelled.” Hitt, 
O. Tim. vo].i. p. 538. 

‘ Burnet’s authority muft, in this inftance, be beyond dif- 
pute. ,‘Thereis no doubt, but he had this intelligence from 
the Ruffel family y,,and that of lord Effex. And in this ac- 
¢ount is included the cefence of lord Ruffel, as well as of 
Sydney, againft the malevclent colours put upon their tranf- 
actions with Barillon, by the Scotch hiftorian, if any fuch 
there were ; which indeed would on’y prove, that thefe two 
worthy, patriots outwitted both Barillon and his matter. 

* But the beft account that can be given of all thefe de. 
famatory letters, produced or referred to, either by Dalrymple 
or Macpherfon, is to rank them among fuch impofiures as have 
lately amufed the world, under the name of Ganganelli; un- 
doubtedly the Jefuit. was very ingenious, who forged them; 
and, notwithftanding all that Voltaire has: faid to expofe his 
roguery, was full as worthy of cregat as our two doughty North 
Britons.’ 

In September this year, Mr. Hollis employed himfelf in 
forting his traéts, of which he had a large and curious’\col- 
le&tion ; and found he had as many modern ones as would 
make forty-four o€tavo volumes, exclufive .of the traéls pub- 
lifhed in the time-of the cival wars, the quartos, and fome few 
others. 

We take notice, of this unimportant circumftance,. forthe 
fake of the following ufeful remark 
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. © Perhaps, it would be hard to find (in all Europe) a col- 
lection chofen with more judgement, or of a more beneficial 
tendency to public good, than that of Mr. Hollis. Other 
collections may contain .more tracts of the fort, which are 
called curious, or which may make afuperior figure in their 
arrangement, by the uniformity and {plendor of binding and 
decoration: but there they too. often ftand to'be looked at, and 
kept in excellent prefervatiou,.unfoiled by ‘the dirty hands of 
thofe, who would with to be made wifer by their contents. 

‘ No man knew the value, the fearcity, or the ufe, of a 
mafter-tract, as he ufed to call.an excellent performance, bet- 
ter than Mr. Hollis; and yet he had fo little notion-of ap- ° 
propriating fuch tracts. to his own particular ufe, that where 
he knew a particular book or pamphlet fell in with the defigns 
of 2 man of learning and worth, and would be fubfervient to 
any lau dable work he was carrying on, he made no fcruple to 
prefent him with the only copy he had, and perhaps the only 
one that could poilibly be procured.’ 

‘Lhe fatire in this pafiage is far from being: too fevere. All 
that can be faid in favour of fome collectors of books, who 
have neither inclination nor abilities to improve the world b 
their own productions, is, that they preferve thofe books for 

the ufe of poierity. 

April the zoth, Mr. Hollis prefented to Chrift’s College, 
Cambridge, a printed uncut copy of Mr. Locke’s two Treatifes 
of Government, 1698, with many manufcript correétions, 
alterations, and additions in it, in the hand-writing of 
Mr. Locke and Mr. Cofte, from which copy the edition of 
thofe treatifes, publifhed this year (1764) and procured by 
Mr. Hollis, was printed. 

Jan. 1, 1765, were publithed Locke’s Letters on Toleration, 
from the fir editions of them, which. Mr. Hollis collated 
himfelf. The fir Letter was printed in 1z2mo, in Latin, at 
Gouda, 1689, and tranflated into English by Mr. Popple, au- 
thor of the Rational Catechifm, The fecond and third, in 
‘ the years.1690, and 1692. 

March 22, he purchafed, out of the library of Dr. Lea, 
therland, one hundred and forty-five volumes and traéts,. re- 
lating to the Hiitory of England, chiefly during the civil 
wars; and prefented them to Mrs. Macaulay, in return for the 
fecond volume of her hiftory. - 

‘The learned Mr. Spence had been the occafion of Mr. 
Dodfley’s reprinting Henry Neville’s book, intitled, Plato 
Redivivus ; and Mr. Hollis finding, that 300 copies of that 
eageien were left upon Mr, Dodiley’s. hands, commiflioned Mr. 
| Millar 
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Millar to, purchafe them ; which. he»did,. for fifteen pounds 3 
and canfed Mr, Millar to republith the\book, with 2 new title 
page, and paid him twenty pounds forthe. purchafe-money, 
and -for, theynew title, and advertifing thé book,. Mr. Spence 
had written. a fhort account ef the work and the author, for 
the ufe of Dodfley’s edition: inftead of which was prefixed to 
this republication a larger account of ‘Mr. Neville. 

Sept..7, he. fent to the London Chronicle a piece of drol- 
lery, as he calls it, by Henry Neville, intitled, The Ifle of 
Pines, with a fort Preface,, figned Harpocrates, of which he 
alfo procured an elegant edition, 12mo, in 1768, printed for 
Cadell, to which was prefixed, a fatirical and not over-delicate 
piece, intitled, The.Parliamentof Ladies ; firft printed in 1647. 

The frit, edition, of the He of Pines was printed at Lon- 
don, in 4to,, 1668. The title is\as follows : 

‘ The Ifle of Pines, ora late-Difcovery of a fourth Mand 
néir Terra Auftralis Incognita,.-by ‘Henry: Cormelius Van 
Sloettan ; wherein is contajned,- ‘a true Relation of certain 
Englith pesfoas, who, in, Queen,Elizabeth’s Time, making a 
Voyage to the Eaft-Indies were. caf away, and:wrecked near 
the Coat of Terra, Auftralis-Incognita, andoall drowned, ex- 
cept one Man and four Women. And now lately,: A.D. 
1667, 2 Dutch Ship. making, a. Voyage’ to: the Eaf-Indies, 
driven by foul Weather- there, by Chance have found their 
Pofterity fpeaking good Englith,. to amount, as they fuppofe, 
to ten or twelve + ne lb Perfons. ‘The whole Relation, 
written and, left by the Man himfelf.a little before his Death; 
and delivered to. the Dutch by-his Grandchild, is here ans 
nexed, &c.’ 

‘Mr. Hollis’s edition of the Iite of Pines, dbes not contain 
the whole of what is to be found in the old quarto.. For what 
reafon he omitted fo much of' it, (having publithed only. about 
nine pages out of thirty-one, ,ofjwhich the quarto pamphlet 
confifts), does not. appear, particularly. the, Jaws enacted. by 
Henry Pine, for, the government of the inhabitants. 

Mr. Hollis called i it a piece of drollery, but it feems to:have 
been intended by Neville fora ferious reprefentation of: the 
happinefs that. might accrue to fociety by following. the: dic- 
tates of nature, according to the circumftances in which»the. 
founder of a community might be placed, in adefert,{upplied 
with a few accommodations moft , poretiony for the prefervation 
of the {pecies. pals 

‘Neville indeed jaracdhes Pine with a Bible: ; Sibi whence: 
Pine forms his rules of government; which; probably, might: 
be intended to fhew, how well the couduct of mankind might 
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be regulated by the fimple documents of the word of God, 
without that load of human forms arid ceremonies, with which 
it has been defaced and corrupted. 

Inthe fpring of the year 1766, was publifhed the Con 
feffional 4:2 work: which will be held in veneration, when 
the church of Engiand has the magnanimity to think freely, 
and explode—what ought to be exploded. This book, as 
the editor infinuates, ‘owed “its public appearance to Mr, 
Hollis. 

In 1767, he prevailed with Mr. Baron to revife, and with 
Mr: Millar:to reprint, Marchamont Nedham’s Excellence of 
a Free State, in oftavo. © : 

This tra@t; fays our author, is well written, and upon found 
principles; but was attended with the common fate of the 
works of all fuch writers. as Nedham, who had been a fort of 
periodical:hackney to different parties; and when a man has 
loft his reputation for fteadinefs and confiftency, let him write 
and fpeak) like an angel, he reaps no other reputation from 
his abilities, but that of being a graceful actor on the poli- 
tical ftage : a/ufeful admonition to fome of our modern rene- 

ado patriots, and others, who have changed their party through 
Fifgut and difappointment. . ; 

The fame year’ Mr. Hollis formed a plan for publifhing 2 
new edition of’ Milton’s profe works. With this view, he had 
colleéted a number of curious and valuable notes; and one 
fheet ‘was a€tually printed, when the whole defign was totally 
fruftrated by am unexpected refufal, on the part of Mr. Mil- 
lar, the bookfeller, to perform his agreement. . 

In 1768, Mr. Locke’s Works were publithed in four vols. 
4to. As Mr. Hollis had for fome time been meditating a new 
edition of them, he was confulted on this occafion. But the 
only concern he had:in this republication, was that of recom- 
mending the infertion of the Latin Letter on Toleration, with 
Proaft’s Pieces, written againft that Letter; fupplying Mr. 
Bafire, who engraved the effigies of the author, with a fine 
original drawing by fignor Cipriani, and correéting Le Clerc’s 
Life of Locke, which was prefixed, , 

Our biographer, in his Obfervations on the Edition of Mr. 
Locke’s Works, publifhed in 1777, has this remark ¢ 

« In the Life of Mr. Locke, prefixed to the laft edition in 
qwarto, we find a note at the bottom of the firft page, in 
which it is thus written: ‘ Frequent notice is likewife taken 
of Mr. Locke’s wife, in his letters to Mr. Clarke, (for the ufe 
of whofe fon Mr, Locke drew up  moft of the thoughts on edu- 
cation) between 3692 and 4702.’ 
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tp As there is-no record, that we know of, which exhibits 
‘the marriage of Mr. Locke the philofopher, we imagine the 
lady here noticed muft have been the w/e of his father, though 
the.expreflion- refers to letters written between the years 1692 
‘and 1702, and points out the wife of Mr. Locke, who wrote 
the letters, which could not be John Locke the father. There 
is, therefore, here mentioned a fact hitherto unknown, or cer- 
_ tainly an inaccuracy of diction which wants corre¢tion,’—So 
far the prefent biographer. 

As the author of the-foregoing anecdote refers the reader to 
Locke’s Letters to Mr. Clarke, , we dave had recourfe to thofe 
Letters, which are fill preferved in the Britifh Mufeam. And 
we fhall fubjoin fome of thofe, paflages, which, we apprehend, 
‘gave occafion to the note in queftion. 

; ‘ Bifhop-Stortford, 13 May,,1692. 
*¢ —Prefent. my fervice to madam, my wife, and; the.reft of 
any family. J. Locke. ; 
: Be Edward Clarke, ‘ef. member of parliament, at 
Mrs, “Henman’s, oyer-againft Little Turnftile, Holborn.’ 
‘ Oates, 28 O&. —92. 
—‘ Prefent.my humble fervice to madam, to whom I heartily 
“with a fhort and fafe hour. I hall take care to have the coach 
fent for my wife to-morrow, and, fhall make all your compli-' 
ments to Sir-Prancis and my lady.’ 
: ‘Oates, 31.00. —gz. 
—* My. wife. came fafe and well hither on Saturday, and 
you had completed your kindnefs, if you yourfelf had come 
‘with her. . .. My wife I fhall take care of as her mother defires, 
and I think fhe need be in no pain about her, whilft, fhe is here, 
‘where every body is fo difpofed to.take care, and make:much of 
her, as fhe very well deferves.. But, my lady intending to write 
‘to Mrs. Clarke herfelf, I fhall fay no.more.on that fubject. 
‘ To Edw, Claskés efq,, member of parliament, at 
, Richard ’s Coffee-houfe, near ‘Temple- Bar.’ 
‘ Oates, 2 Nov. —92. 
—* My wife, and I, and all-bere (except Mrs.,Cudworth, 
‘who alfo. is much mended) are well, and according to our ref- 
petuve duties, falute you,’ 


‘Oates, 28 Noy. ~792- 
—< My lady, my wife, and all -here are well, give their 
fervice to. madam, and with you joy of your lufty boy.’ 
‘Oates, 23 Dec.,—g2. 
—‘ My wife.is very well, and. fends her duty. , My lady 
and Mrs.. Cudworth, &c. prelent their. fervices, to you and 
Mrs. Clarke.’ 


¢ Oates, 
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, “ Oates, 15 Of. ~o4. 
— My love to my wife, and the reft of the good company! 
with her-at Chipley.’ 
‘ London, 9 Sept. —g7. 
me Pray! give my- fervice to. your wife, and my wife, and’ 
to your fon.’ 
« Oates, 7 May, —98. 
—< My lady Matham has*faid fomething to me concerning’ 
my wife. Since fhe has'been here, fhe has been very refetved, 
If it be -her-ufual temper, it is well. If it be prefent thought- 
fulnefs, it is worth your confideration. How I fhall carry my= 
felf to her, you muft inftru& me, for: I love her, and you 
know I am-at your difpofal to ferve you.—She’ tells at fhe 
thinks Mrs; Clarke mends.” 
* Oates, 30 Nov. fot! 
—* Iwas glad to fee your hand fome time fince upon’a 
cover, which brought me a letter from my wife.’ 

In'this manner Mr. Locke fpeaks of his wife, in twenty or’ 
thirty letters to Mr. Clarke, during a correfpondence of ten 
years, without ever intimating, in any plainer terms, who: the 
lady was, whom he diftinguifhes by this appellation’ His bio- 
gtapher has only mentioned the fact, and left the reader to de- 
termine, in what fenfe we are to underftand the philofopher. 
For our part, we are perfuaded, that the lady above men- 
tioned, was a daughter of Mri Clarke’s 3 anvd that Mr. Locke, 
being an old bachelor of fixty at the commencement of this 
feries of letters, only amufed himfelf with the idea of a ngs 
minal wife. 

In 1769, Mr. Hollis procured the republi¢ation of a'book; 
intitled,: The Romith Horfeleech*, or an ‘iitpartial Atdbant 
of the-intolerable Charge” of Popery ‘to: this’ Nation, &e.- ‘by’ 
Th. Staveley, efq. firft publifhed in 1674. 

In Auguft, 1770, Mr.“Hollis' went’ to his-eftate’ in Dor- 
fetthire,; with a defign to ‘regulate’ his- affairs at Corfeonibe,” 
and ‘return to London about Chriftmas, -and’ aftérwards’ to’ 
take. his leave’ of the town, and retiré, Hé&- did’ not*how= 
ever entirely drop his‘intercourfe with fuch of his former cor=- 
refpondents; as were proper either to givéor ‘receive’ intelli.’ 
gence of: fuch matters, as pe his: care and agp ge for” 
the public. 

We have given an account’ asive of Mr. Hollis’s edition’ of 
Algernon Sidney’s-Works*in “the year 1763. * That edition’ 
being nearly fold off, it‘was determined by the préprietors to’ 
reprint it ; an Mr. Hollis* eng 5 eon of fome errors in* 
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the text of the Difcourfes on Government, prévailed with the 
earned’ and ingenious Mr. J. Robertfon, to revife the whole 
impreffion ; which that gentleman undertook, and performed 
greatly ta the advantage of that important work.” In this 
edition are added, Letters of Algernon Sydney, taken from 
Thurloe’s State-Papers, which were not publifhed in 1763 ; 
and many hiffotical Notes; illuftrating the text. Mr. Hollis. - 
in fome of his letters, {peaks of this wr with the higheft 
encomiums. It was publifhed in 17 

This was the laft publication in ‘which Mr. Hollis was ahy 
ways interefted or concerned, the fhort remaining period of 
his life being chiefly {pent in building and repairs at his farm, 

Jan. 1, 1774, as he was walking in the fields at Corfcombe, 
and giving directions to his workmen, he fuddenly dropped 
down in a fit, and expired. He had written feveral notes that 
morning upor bufinefs : the conclufion of one to his fervants 
at his honfe in Pall-Mall, to prepare for -his coming to 
town (and probably the lait) was, “I have to thank God for 
continuing me in health, of his bounty ; and I with you all 
well. T. H.’ 

In order to preferve the memory of thofe heroes and pa- 
triots, for whom he had a veneration, as the affertors of liberty, 
and the defenders of his country, he called many of the farms 
and fields in his eftate at Corfcombe by their names, and by 
thefe names they are ftill diftinguifhed. 

In the middle of one of thefe fields, not far ftom his houfe, 
he ordered his corpfe to be depofited in a grave ten feet deep, 
and the field to be immediately plowed over, that no trace of 
his burial-place might remain. 

There are feveral fketches of his charaéter at the conclufion 
of thefe Memoirs. We thal give our readers the firft, ‘as it is 
the fhorteft. : 

* Thomas Hollis, efq. of Corfcombe, in Dorfethhire, was 
a man formed on the fevere and exalted plan of ancient Greece, 
in whom was united the humane and difintetefted. virtue of 
Brutus, with the active and determined {pirit of Sydney ; il- 
luftrious in his ‘manner of ufing his ample fortune, not by 
{pending it in the parade of life, which he defpifed; but by 
affifting the deferving, and encouraging the arts and fciences, 
which he promoted with zeal and-affection ; knowing the love 
of them leads to moral ‘and intellectual beauty ; ; Was a warm 
and ftrenuous advocate in the caufe of public liberty and, var- 
tue, and for the rights of human nature and private con{cience. 
His humanity and generofity were not confined to the fmall 
{pot of his own country ; he fought for merit in every part of 
the abi confidering himfelf as a‘ citizen of the world, but 
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concealed his. acts of munificence, being contented . with the 
confcioufnels, of having done well, Potterity will look up.with ~ 
admiration to this great man, who, like Milton, is not fufi- 
ciently known by this degenerate age, in which he lived, 
though it will have caufe to lament the lofs of him.’ : 

The Appendix, forming a fecond volume to thefe Memoirs, 

contains, Obferyations on the Character and Writings of Mil- 
ton, with Remarks. on Dr: Johnfon’s Life of Milton, in. the 
Second Volume of his Biographical Préfaces. An Account of 
Algernon Sydney ; Hubert Languet, the Author of Vindicie 
contra Tyrannos ; George Buchanan ;. John Poynet, Bifhhop. of _ 
Rochefter, and Winchefter; Edmund Ludlow; John T'renchard ; 
Richard, Baron;, Francis Fintchelon:: and Sir Samuel Meslaad, 
_It contains, likewife, a Litt of all the Benefaétions. of .Mr. 

Hollis and his Family, to Harvard College, in New-Eng- 
land ; the Correfpondence of the Prefident of the College, and 
others, with Mr. Hollis on thefe Donations; An Account of 
the Fire. which deftroyed that College in 1764; , The Character 
of Dr. Mayhew of Bofton; Scaliger’s Opinion of the original 
Manner of Printing; Two Proclamations of Charles Il. A 
Proteftation of.Charles I. A Decree of the Star-Chamber ‘in 
1637,. concerning Printing; Mifcellaneous Lffays, written by 
Mr. Hollis, and inferted in the public Papers; Letters to 
Mr. Hollis from. feyeral Correfpondents ;, A.Plan for preyent- 
ing the Growth of Popery, in England; Advice to a-young 
Painter at Rome;, Verfes on Sydney and Hambden; Brad- 
fhaw’s Epitaph, engraved on a Cannon at the Summitofa fieep 
hill, near Martha Bray, in Jamaica; In{criptions; A Lift of 
the Coins, Medals, Gems, Pictures, and Sculptures, .in the 
Colleétion of Mr. . Hollis, &c. 

This work appears to have been drawn up. by a very able 
hand. ‘The obfervations on men and things, which. are oc- 
cafionally introduced, are acute, manly, and judicious, The 
defence of Milton, againft the Author of his Life, lately. pub- 
lifhed, is written with poignancy and fpirit. In a word, nei- 
ther Mr. Hollis, nor any of chis favourite heroes, could have 
found in the prefent age a. more mafterly advocate. The only 
exception, perhaps, which an impartial and difcerning reader 
can make to this performance, is. the. warmth and_, prolixity 
with which our biographer frequently expatiates on the poli- 
tical affairs of this country and her colonies, and hjs-violent 
prepoffeffion, in favour of our American.patriots. _ : 

This work is elegantly printed ; 13 adorned with many beau- 
tiful engravings, and wi'l do eqnal honour to the author, to, 

_ Mr. Hollis, and his friend the executor, under. whofe patron- 
age it was publifhed, .. : 

“Sais Expe« 
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E: xperiments oui Ob/ervations relating to various Branches of Na- 
tural Philofophy, with a Continuation of the Obfervations on 
Air, Fol. II, By Joleph Prieftley, ZL. D. (Concluded 
from page 141.) 

pD*. Prieftley with great juftice complains, in the begin- 

ning of his tenth fection, that, netwithftanding the 
pains he has taken to deny it, the opinion has ftill been aft 
cribed to him, that common air, by the addition of phlogifton, 
becomes fixed air. The numerous faéts f{cattered through his 
preceding volumes, and the clear and decifive experiments of 
his friend Mr. Bewly, in his appendix to the fecond volume; 
proving that fixed air is an acid fui generis, feem to have 

been forgotten, or not to have been. duly regarded. Mr. . 

Cruickfhank thinks that fome experiments’ of his are decifive 

in favour of this opinion; Dr. Prieftley obferves, that his 

friend Mr. Kirwan is inclined to fupport it; and, we pre- 

fame, will not eafily give upa notion on which is founded a 

theory he is fo apparently fond of as that of Dr. Craw ford’s 

fyftem of heat. 

A great part of this fetion is already publifhed, ‘in a letter 
to Mr. Kirwan, annexed to the tranflation of Scheele’s Tréa- 
tife on Air and Fire; and, in our opinion, the afguments and 
faéts it contains are fo ftriking, thatwe felt fome aftonifiment 
at finding no reply by Mr. Kirwan in‘ the work we’ Have ‘refere 
red to, on the fuppofition that he ftill retains his dpitiioh; 
and no et of the other hand, im cafei he’ had 
refigned it. 1. Dr. Prieftley, on the fu; ppotition that the ade 
dition of shlogifton does convert comnion into fixed afr; begs 
to know why the addition of more phlogifton-does‘not change’ 
the whole of any portion of common into fixed air, which we 
know riever to be the cafe. 2. The whole fallacy refults 
from the’effe& of breathing through lime water, which, by 
this’ Gpefdtion, is generally rendered turbid. But’ Dr. Prieft- 
ley obierves, that the quantity of fixed air commonly incorpo- 
rated with the atiiofphere is fufficient to account for this ap- 
pearance, efpecially if, as we friay réadily fuppofe, the addi- 
tion’ of phlégifton to any portion of common air leffens its affi- 
Hity to the fixed‘air it cotitains.. Befides, to ufé the‘Do€tor’s' - 
own .words, ¢ confidering the great diminution of common air 
by phlogiftic procefles,, there isso greater appearante of fixed. 
air produced by refpiration than has been fuppofed' to be con- 
tained in common air, and to be precipitated from it, even 
admitting, as I do, that the whole of the diminution is not 
owifig to the precipitation of fixed air. Breathing into lime 


water feems to have been the principal circumftance’ that has 
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led to the miftake Iam now animadverting upon. But few 
perfons are aware how {mall a proportion of fixed air is necef- 
fary to.make a very turbid appearance in a great quantity of 
lime-water.’ 

The experiments which the, remainder of this fection con- 
tains are naturally fuggefted by the opinion which he has thus 
fo fairly examined, and fo ably refuted. ‘ It muft be allow- 
ed, he fays, to be a curious fubje&t of enquiry, to afcertain 
the quantity of fixed air naturally contained ina given quan-. 
tity of common air, or to trace the fource of the fixed. air 
which appears in fome proceffes for phlogifticating common 
air.’ Now, in fome of thefe procelies, it. feems to be more 
confiderable than in others, and in fome the Doétor finds nog 
fixed air atall. This remarkable difference he is not:able to 
account for at prefent; but he lays.down a feries of faéts, 
which he, leaves to {peak fon themfelves. One curious con- 
clufion feems. to flow from the contents of this: fection; that 
the diminution of air by breathing feems, to be lefs than by 
putrefaction and feveral other proceffes; and though air be 
not completely phlogiiticated by this means (¢ as the animal 
dies before the air arrives at that term,’) yet the diminution 
feems to be lefs even in proportion to the degree of phlogifti- 
cation. 

Se&, XI. gives us fome proceflés in which phlogitton pros 
duces a great decompofition of fixed air; and others, in which 
the phlogiftication does not feparate from the corrupted air, 
enough to make lime water turbid. 

Se&. XII, prefents us with fome very remarkable changes 
produced in different kinds of air, by placing them in cir- 
cumftances in which common air would be phlogifticated, 
Inflammable air in one inftance was diminifhed one eighth of 
its bulk, nitrous air one half, but phlogifticated air difcover- 
ed the leaft change of any, which led the Doétor to fuppofe, 
in oppofition to fome prévious conclufions of his own, as 
well as of others who have purfued the fame tract with him- 
felf, that: in phlogifticated air. the phlogifton is-more ftrongly 
united to its bafis than in any other. 

Sect, XII.- contains the curious difcovery, that air is ne- 
ceflary as well to the life of fithes as to that of men and other 
animals. Dr. Prieftley found that fithes phlogifticate the air 
contained in the water.in which they live. That fome fifhes, 
which he placed in water deprived, of its air by boiling, lived 
no longer in it than three hours and a half. And that water 
impregnated with phlogifticated air killed them within the 
{pace of an hour. ‘Nitrous air mixed with the water in 
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which he placed fome fifhes, ‘killed them in lefs than a mi- 
hute’s time. 

Se&t. XIV. muft to thofe wlio are in the leaft verfed in 
aerial experiments contain information of the moft intereft- 
ing nature; it teaches us howto procure dephlogifticated air 
with very little toil and expence.' ‘ For this purpofe nothing 
more is neceflary than an earthen retort and a- reverberatory 
furnace ;? (for which, however, one black pot or Heflian cru- 
cible inverted over another anfwers very well.) -* Every ounce 
of nitre, by the help of this apparatus, will yield 2 hundred 
ounces of very pure air, and the fire may be fo regulated, 
that the production of air fhall be more equable, and the pro- 
cefs more manageable than in any other method hitherto em- 
ployed.” The Doétor fuppofes, that thofe who cannot fur- 
nifh themfelves with a reverberatory, may fucceed very welt 
in the fame procefs, by covering the retort with coals in a 
common fire; This method is that in which the Doétor firft 
procured pure air, without knowing what he had gotten. Mr. 
Scheele, however, is the perfon to whom we muft give the 
credit of reducing it to pra€tice. One ounce of alum, by 
this method of operating, may be made to yield fixty ounces 
at leaft- of pure, mixed with a {mall portion of fixed air.— 
This experiment, as well as a variety of other facts, in which 
the vitriolic acid alone is concerned in the production of pure 
air, led the Doétor to correé&t~ his theory of the conftituent 
principles of air: he had formerly fuppofed thefe to be an 
earth, the nitrous acid and a quantity of phlogifton ;- but he 
now wifhes not to fpecify the particular acid, but more ge- 
nerally to fay, that fome acid principle is neceffary te the 
conftitution of air: his reafonings on this fubject, he ob- 
ferves, lead us to a method of obtaining a truly primitive 
earth, or an earthy principle common to all earths aud me- 
tallic calces whatfoever. 

In the courfe of this fection it appears that all that mer-- 
cury wants to make it capable of yielding pure air, is the 
lofs of its phlogifton, and the acquifition of fome acid prin- 
ciple. ‘ But fince (according to Dr. Crawford’s theory, 
which Dr. Prieftley does not pretend to have properly confi- 
dered) air, in parting with its phlogifton, acquires the prineiple 
of heat, are not thefe two things the fame, heat and pure 
acid, which is nearly the idea of Mr. Scheele ?—But as this 
principle. of heat does not, in any other cafe, appear to affume 
the form of air, and has not been found to have weight, 
which all acids, and dephlogifticated air alfo, have; it feems 
to be more probable, that the calx in v parting with this phlo- 
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gifton, takes from the air two diftin&t principles at the fame 
time, viz. That of heat, (if Dr. Crawford’ s theory be true;) 
and this acid.’-We think Dr.. Prieitley has, in this. paflage, 
beftowed much fruitlefs pains upon two mof abfurd.and extra- 
vagant fyftems ; his objection to Scheele’s theory. is indeed de- 
cifive, but it is one only of :a multitude which might be pro- 
duced to the fameeffe&. He wifely expreffes his doubts about 
Dr. Crawford’s fyftem; but probably he feels himfelf no 
longer a fceptic. The filence with which Dr. Crawford has 
regarded a moft reputable adverfary, who has charged him in 
the mof pointed manner, of blunders, and of abfurdities, is 
to us an evidence. more than. prefumptive, either that he has 
nothing to fay in defence of ,himielf, or.a.great deal to unfay 
concerning his theory. We have expected fome anfwer for a 
long time, and we hope our. expectations will not at laft be 
difappointed.——This fection concludes with a decifive fact, 
proving that mercury ,calcines much more eafily in dephlogif- 
ticated than in common air... The Doétor intimates that, by 
an attention to. this fact, ‘ the _ precipitate per fe may be 
made with much lefs time and expence than it now is,’ 

Several of Dr.. Prieftley’s friends had exprefled fome little 
doubt to him, of the accuracy of nitrous air, asa. teil of the 
purity of other airs. This {cepticifm, relating fo one of 
his moft important difcoveries, has called forth a great part of 
the fifteenth. feétion: Dr. Prieftley really finds that an_ani- 
mal will live much longer in dephlogifticated air, than. the’ 
nitrous teft of its purity would lead. him to exped&. ‘The air 
in which a moufe lived three. hours, and which,. when the 
moufe was taken out, was found to be very little phlogifticat- 
ed, by the nitrous teft was difcovered to be only four.times 
purer than the common air in which a moufe would have lived 
half an hour only. This ftriking difference between the two 
tefts Dr. Prieftly afcribes, to the confinement of the animal, 
«which prevented it from phlogifticating the air fo Saft as it would 
have done in cafe it had been more vigorous. ‘This is conjecture 
only, and, we think, to give it as /uch the leaft weight, the 
Doétor has firft of all a great deal to do; he -fhould certainly 
have afforded us fome reafon to believe from experiment, that 
animals in a weak ftate do really phiogifticate air lefs. than 
when in full ftrength. An enquiry which would inform and. 
convince us in this particular, .would, independent of its 
connexions with the difficulty advanced in this feétion, be fo 
interefting and curious, that we much regret the Doétor’s in- 
attention to it. The offenfivenefs of breath, which is the 
ufual attendant of the human conftitution in its laft ftate of 
weaknefs, if it depend on the phlogifton of the refpired air, 
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ought moft certainly to be attended to in this cafe. Befides, 
if, as may be fairly concluded from: fome other parts of his 
works, it be the Doéctor’s qpinion that the nutrition of the 
‘human frameis in proportion to the phlogiiton #imbides from 
the food employed for its nourifliment, how aré we-to recon- 
cile this with the idea, that the moft healthy and-vigorous 
conftitutions difcharge the greateft quantity of /uperabundant 
plilogifton’; or that their bldod is leaft able to retain that 
principle which conftitutes the nutritious quality. of our ali- 
ment? It cannot be alledged here, that this is owing to thé 
greater quantity of aliment which they take; for we very 
well know, that fome of the moft healthy, vigorous, and 
fircculent perfons, are thofe who have very fmall appetites. 
In our opinion, the difficulty: of reconciling the two tefts ftill 
operates with full force; and we are much furprifed that the 
Doctor, who is generally fo copious - on moft fabjyeéts, fhould 
be contented with one experiment only, ina cafe which com- 
bats his moft ufeful, if not his moft brilliant difcovery.—The 
remainder of this feétion is employed in cotreéting a moft 
egregious blunder committed by Dr. Ingenhoufz. This is: an 
_ office which we find him difcharging more than once in the 
courfe of, this volume ; and we are apt to think; from our 
own experience, that if the delicacy “of friendfhip had not 
reftrained him, he might have informed the-public of many 
other errors in that gentleman’s work, which are‘too glaring 
to be overlooked by the moft common experimentahift ; in the 
prefent inftance, however, it 1s fhewn, that Dr. Ingenhoufz 
is wrong, in what the Doétor flattered himfelf was a moft 
important difcovery, viz. that of making dephlogifticated air 
ferve thirty times longer than when it is ufed in the- common 
way. It is evident, at firft fight, that Dr. IngenRoufz falls 
here into Meffrs: Kirwan and Cruickfhank’s-etror, viz. that 
phlogifticition changes common into fixed air; ahd that by 
paffing ait after it is. breathed through limc-water, you de- 
prive it of its noxious ingredients.—The Door is not con- 
tented with the decifive facts he has enumerated in other cafes, 
in oppofition to this opinion, but he makes ati experiment, in 
which:two mice are thrown into convulfions by the frequent 
refpiration of pure air, notwithftanding the precautions pre- 
fcribed by Dr. Ingenhoufz.. 


Se&. XVI. contains foime ‘obfervations on fixed air.— 
Se&. XVII. treats of the ftate of air in water, by which it 
appears, that the air you expel from water in general con~ 


“tains a portion of fixed air; that the air you get from lime- 


water is much purer than common air; and that the air you- 


| expel from. water in which vegetables have-gtown, is dephlo- 
gifti- 
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\gifticated.—Se&t. XVIII. prefents us with a variety of obfer- 
vations on the, nature of fixed air. 1. From fome facts re- 
cited by Dr. Prieftley we. are left in fome doubt, whether or 
not there)be any water in-the conftitution of nitrous air. 2. 
He finds no difference in the flrength of nitrous air procured 
by a flow produce, and that which was produced’ with great 
rapidity. 3. Dr. Prieftley points out the changes in nitrous 
-air, when produced from iron. 4. He defcribes the changes 
in the colour of liquids ‘by which air is confined. 5. The 
Doctor proves that nitrous air is not changed by -expofure to 
water in a fand-heat. 6. He treats of a fingular change pro- 
duced in nitrous air, after being long kept in water.—Seé. 
XX. is employed in refuting another blunder of which the 
Abbé Fontana is the author, and Dr. Ingenhoufz the publith- 
-er. Dr. Prieftley begins this fe&tion with fhewing the ftrik- 
ing diminution produced in a quantity of nitrous air, merely 
by throwing it up into a long tube filled with water. Hence, 
he obferves, how important it isin meafuring the purity of 
air by this teft, to bring the two airs into conta& through as 
fhort.a paflage of water as poffible. 

Dr. Ingenhoufz, 1n his book, fays that the Abbé Fontana 
had difcovered a method of employing nitrous air-as a teft, 
‘in the ufe of which the ftrength of the nitrous air was of 
little or no confequence ; inftead of throwing equal meafures 
of nitrous’ and common air into the eudiometer, he would 
throw feveral meafures of nitrous air, fo that however weak, 
the abundance of the air ufed agreeably to this mode might | 
-fupply phlogifton enough to the common air, and at the end 
of the operation, the diminution would be juft the fame, as 
if one, meafure only were ufed. In this inftance Dr. Ingen- 
houfz and the Abbé Fontana muft have proceeded folely from 
conjecture ; they could never have examined the accuracy of 
this mode by experiment, or they muf have obferved the 
difference which Dr. Prieftley difcovered, This, however, is 
not the only cafe in which we have lately deteéted philofophers, 
in the recommendation of inftruments and other modes of ope~ 
ration, of the ufe, or the. accuracy of which they could have no 
other evidence than fuch as their own fpeculative-and unexperi- 
enced imaginations afforded them, With refpe& to eudiometers, 
machines fox determining the conducting powers of heated 
bodies, we could produce feveral inftances in which it was ab- 
folutely impoffible for the: authors either to try or to con~ 
ftruét what they propofed:. they would otherwife have dif- 
covered liow much they'infulted thecredulity of others, and 
“expofed their own prefumption and ignorance. Dr. Prieftley 
is not contented with faéts alone, on the prefent o¢cafion, but 
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produces fome ftriking arguments to complete the refutation of 
this error; and we are not a little furprifed to find ‘him praife, 


‘at the conclufion of this fe&tion, as a difplay of ingenuity, 


what he has previoufly expofed, as contrary to fa& and the 


- moft obvious arguments. 


We are very forry that the limits within which we are 


neceffarily confined will not allow us to follow the author 


through thofe curious fe&tions in which he treats of dephlo~ 
gifticated nitrous air, or_that fpecies of nitrous air in which 
a candle will burn with an enlarged flame. We pafs on to 
the twenty-fecond fection, which prefents us with a moft won- 
derful and unaccountable phenomenon : in his fecond volume 
Dr. Prieftley informed us, that a portion of alkaline air, in 
confequence of pafling the electric fhock or fpark through it, 


. would bé-confiderably increafed ; that the additional air pro- 


duced by this operation was inflammable ; and that, in confe- 
quence of the admiffion of water to the increafed portion of 
air, all that was alkaline would be abforbed. In this volume 
Dr. Priettley fuppofes that he found the limit of the increafe ; 
and that the whole air, after the procefs, was nearly as pof- 
fible three times as much as that which the alkaline air alone 
had occupied. : : 
From the authority of a very accurate correfpondent, we 
muft beg leave to inform the Doctor, that he is certainly mif- 
taken in this particular.—For, 1. By difcharging two hundred 
explofions of a two-gallon jar through half a cubic inch of 
this air, it was actua ally increafed to above feven times its 
bulk. 2. A great variety was found in confequence of fend~ 
ing the explofion through djfferent /pecimens of this air, 3. 
By the admiflion of water into the tube employed in the ex- 
periment, all, or.by far the greateft part of the alkaline air, 
was abforbed. From this ftrange fa, we feel a hoft of 
doubts arifing in moft formidable array in our minds againft 
the Dottor’s whole theory of the conftitution of atmofpheric 
air. ,1. Where is the conftituent earth in this experiment ne- 


. ceffary for the produGion of fo much air? 2. Where the 


acid? It cannot be urged that thefe are derived from the alka- 
line air; that continues apparently unaltered, for on being 


mixed with water, the water difcovers all the properties which 


it poffefles when impregnated with alkaline air, without un- 
dergeing the procefs in this experiment, We might have 
afked: farther, whence comes the phlogifton alfo? But Mr, 
Bewly anfwers, in the Appendix, that it probably comes from 
the alkali, which abounds with it; and that the eleftric fluid 
may pofiibly add to the quantity of inflammable air. contained 
in the alkaline air, by carrying phlogifton with it from tbe 
bodies 
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bodies which condu& it.. This ingenious conjeéture, how- 
éver, ought’ to derive fome fupport from facts; we with to 
learn, that fome trials “have been made, proving that the al- 
kalineair in~ this ~ experiment is dephlogifticatéd ; and, far- 
ther, that the increafe is not fo great, when the fhock is con- 
veyed through conductors, which cannot be fuppofed to lofe 
their phfogifton: when we are fatisfied in thefe particulars, 
we fhall eagerly\wifh to know the latent fources of the earth 
and the acid, requifite, agreeable to the Doctor’s theory, for 
this appearance. 

Se. XXIII. treats of the volatility of the mercury, which 
is in contact with the vitriolic acid air, when the eleétric explo- 
fion is conveyed through it. This, like the former fection, is 
calculated to furprife as well as to entertain us. 

The remainder of this volume contains a variety of intereft- 
ing novelties, but they are of ,that mifcellaneous nature which 
will not allow us to give any general view of them. In his 
mifcellaneous experiments in electricity, Dr. Prieftley informs 
us, from his own experience, that in a// inftances, in which 
jars are ov er-charged, after they have been once cracked and 
then mended with cement, that the fecond rupture takes 
place clofe to the cement, excepting where the glafs is very 
thick. His fad ° experience, we acknowledge, as he defcribes 
it in this feftion, is very great; but a fingle fact, in which we 
have known a thin green glafs phiai, after undergoing the 
procefs he defcribes, break at a great diftance from the ce- 
ment, is fufficient to convince us that the Doctor is wrong in 
‘making the pofition fo. general.— Towards the conclufion of 
this volume we find a very valuable recapitulation of the prin- 
cipal facts contained in the preceding volumes. We think it 
might have been greatly improved, if the Doétor had fub- 
joined to each general pofition, a few of the leading experi- 
ments which evince and confirm it. We have heard many 
perfons complain, that when they wifh to repeat his experi- 
ments they know not where to begin, or where to find, fome 
of the moft inftru€tive and entertaining ; we apprehend, the 
mode he has obferved in part feventh, vol. ii. of his Hiftery 
of Electricity, would be of great ufe in fuch cafes. 

Dr. Prieftley,* we hope, will afcribe the freedom. of our 
ftri€tures on feveral parts of the excellent work before us, to 
a vanity, which is flattered by difcovering a few trifling errors 

amidft that crowd of excellencies, by which he commands our 
praife and admiration. If the encouragement he received 
were adequate to our wifhes, he would indeed be moft amply 
rewarded : he would proceed, in the new philofophical world 
which hie -has’ diftovered, ‘without meeting any obftructions, 
N 4 but 
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but fuch as muff neceffarily refult from the novelty and variety 
of his ertqhirits, a3 C. 
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Pbhyft slogical Difquifitions ; " Difcourfes on the Natural Philo- 
‘Sophy of the Elements.  . On Matter. 2. Ow Motion. 3, 
On the Elements. 4. On Fi ire. 5. On Air.°6. On Sound and 
Mufic: 7. On Fofil Bodies. '8.On Phy fi fcal Geography, or the- 
Natural Hiftory of the Earth. 9. ‘Ox the Weather. By W 
Jones, F. R. 8. ReGor of Patton in Northamptonfhire, died 
Author of an Effay on the firff Principles of Natural Phtlofophy. 

4to. 11. 18; im Goards.. Robinfon. 


ae ; 

gy O this-work the author has prefixed a handfome dedica- 
tion, but rather too long for the fafhion, to the fecretary - 

at war; and the convenience of the reader is happily confult- 
ed in a new fort of index to all the figures in the copper- 
plates,. explaining briefly the fubje&t and meaning of each. 
In an introduétion he‘ explains, at large, the nature and de- 
fign.of his undertaking, and gives a particular account of a 
former publication on the fame fubjeé&t, which was preparatory 
to the prefent work. The grand principle which he has in view 
is to exemplify and prove the adion of the elements on one an- 
other, that all‘natural philofophy may be reduced to one fimple 
and univerfal law; and we muft acknowledge that this prin- 
ciple, as the author has purfued it, leads us to a new prof- 
pect of the economy of nature. There is fuch a variety of 
matter in this work, that we cannot enter far into particu- 
lars, otherwife. we would fet down the author’s arguments, 
which are adduced to thew the infufficiency of the eftablifhed 
demonitration of a vacuum, in pages vi. and vii. of the In. 
troduction. He obferves, that there are four diftinc forms of 
philofophy, which mutt be applied to by thofe who would un- 
derftand natural philofophy in its proper extent; viz. the: 
mythological, fyitematical, experimental, and facred; of all 
which, with their excellencies and their defects, he has given 
a particular account, and has. made his ufe of them in the 
courfe of the work. Speaking of the improved {tate of ex- 
perimental, philofophy, he has the following reflection, * I 
have often indulged a with that I could exhibit to the wife 
men and heroes of ancient times fome of. thofe wonderful 
improvements, which are now $C) familiar to us, but were to- 
tally unknown to them, T would give to, Ariftotle the eleftrica] 
fhock ; I would carry Alexander to, fee the experiments upon 
the Warren at Woolwich, together. with all the evolutions and 
dings of a modern battalion ; 3 I would thew. to Julins Cafar, 


‘the 
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the invader of Britain, an Englith man of war; and to Ar- 
chimedes, a fire engine, and a reflecting telefcope.’ 
In defcribing the qualifications which he expeés in his 
readers, hte objerves, that his work is properly phy/iological, 
and its demonttrations rather from plain facts, accommodated 
to all capacities, thah from abftrafe reafonings; whence all 
perfons of a liberal education may think themfelves equal to 
the fubje& as he'has treated it, An apology is made for de- 
ferring the’publication of a difcourfe on ele&ricity, intended 
as a part of this volume; which would have been too bulky 
_with that addition; and the author’s partiality to the philo- 
fophy of mufic, has tempted him to tranfgrefs the bounds he 
had at firft allotted to that branch. Mufical philofopheis are 
{carce ; of eleétrical philofophers there is great plenty ; and 
therefore, it is probable, the author has difappointed more 
than he-has gratified: by the fubftitution of mufic for eleétri- 
city; but we hope it will not be long before his original de. 
fign will be accomplithed ; as many will with to fee how elect. 
ricity will confirm his principle. . In this introduction many 
things are advanced concerning the alliance between philo- 
fophy and divinity, and fome celebrated writings .are cited as 
authorities; amongft. the reft. an extraordinary character is 
given of our ancient Englifh philofopher, commonly: known 
by the name of Friar Bacon. Some ftrictures are alfo added 
on the abufe of natural philofophy, by Voltaire and others. 
As a fpecimen of the author’s ftyle and manner, we fhall 
prefent the reader with the laft paragraph of his introdution, 
in the whole of which the learned reader will find many in- 
terefting obfervations.—‘ I have now, as I hope, fully ex- 
plained the confiderations which’ prevailed with me to write 
on natural philofophy; and I can fincerely affirm, that the 
work is rather a work of duty than of oftentation ;" to which, 
if the reader is inclined to do juftice, I muft defire him to re- 
member, that my whole fcheme fhould be taken together; and 
that this book is but a part of rt. When I firft looked for. 
ward upon the plan, I had a very different idea from that 
which prefents itfelf to me, now I look back upon it. Had 
it appeared then as it does now, I fhould have left it for fome 
better hand to execute; and were I to detain°a work of fo 
much difficulty, and comprehending fuch a variety of fub- 
jects as will be found. in it, till I.could approve it, and be 
fatisied that I had done whatI might and ought’ to have 
done, it would never come abroad. I muft therefore hope to 
corre&t fome things by farther examination ; and [ fhall never 
be afhamed to improve what I publith, by means of fuch hints 
as friendly information, or even -hoftile criticifm itfelf, thall 
hereafter 
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hereafter throw in my way. If fome fhould negle& my phi- 
Jofophical writings, either on the juft ground of their own fu- 


-perior knowledge, ‘or from lower motives of vanity, envy, or 


intereft ; 1 know that every author muft'commit his works to 
the times in which he writes, whether they are favourable or 
adverfe to his undertaking; and when he has launched his 
veffel, he muft leave it to the chance of the wind and the wea- 


_. ther... My mind, however, fuggefts to’ me that this book will 


not be totally thrown afide and forgotten. The natural agen- 
cy of the elements, for which I shave pleaded, and, which I 
hope to carry farther, (however imperfectly)» is fo reafonable, 
fo ftriking, fo intimately interwoven with the moft agreeable 
and interefting parts of literature, that it muft, when it comes 


to be better underitood, find friends and favourers, either in 


this country, or fome other; with ~abilities to defend what 
fhall have been rightly done in this great fubject, and to im- 
prove it by their own more fuccefsful labours.’ 

In the difcourfe on Matter, he confiders the different forms 
in which the elementary parts of bodies appear, and how the 


. properties of bodies may arife from the configuration of their 


parts. Divifibility of matter iy fhewn to be not infinite, but 
only indefinite ; inafmuch as matter muft be fuppofed to con- 
filt of units as the rudiments of bedies. . All the primary pro- 
pertics. of matter are reduced to: hardne/s and. mobility; and 
many fa¢ts are introduced to illuftrate the fecondary proper- 
ties of hodies from their compofiticns and decompofitions. 
The continuity of matter is fhewn to be neceflary to many of 
its effects ; and difcontinuous matter is faid to a¢t by means’ of 
other matter co-operating with it. It is alfo fhewn how bo- 
dies may increafe in bulk, and yet preferve their continuity. . 
Atoms, ina flate of feparation, do not gravitate fpecifically, 


_as when in.mafles, and as all matter has. not a tendency to- 


ward a. centre, gravity is not eflential to matter. The po- 


larity of atoms is explained and exemplified, and the vifibility 


of matter fuppofed to be a confequence of its concreting into 


-mafles., To thefe phyfical obfervations, on matter the author 
has fubjoined: its mythological hiftory, in the fabulous cha- 


racters.of Saturn.and Proteus, and the Satyrs, together with 
the Pythagorean philofophy, founded on the transformations 
-of matter, and the phenomena of generation and corruption 
in the economy of nature. : 

‘The difcourfe on. Mction ‘is chiefly employed. in the invefti- 


«gation of its.caufes... As matter:has no active properties of its 


own, .but by its nature indifferent to motion, its motion muft 


originate from, and be préferved by the influence of invifible 
‘power > :but-this power does mot: aét without the intervention. 
,of fecond caufes, of which there is a chain, each depending 


on 
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on the other, and all fubordinate to the Creator. Nature is 
to be ‘confidered as a connetted fyftem, becaufe nothing can 
be learned of matter by confidering* it abftraétedly. This 
reafoning is illuftrated from the relation between the limbs and 
_ the body in an animal. — Bodies do not continue to move with- 
out the continuation of a moving force. Life is kept up 
.conftantly, by the caufes of life; fo motion by the caufes of 
motion. ‘To fay that the body lives to-day, becaufe it lived 
yelterday, is to give as good a reafon for the continuance 
of life, as Defcartes gives for the continuance of motion. 
The cafe of a moving pendulum is very fubtile, yet fup- 
pofed to be reducible to the general rule. Some caufes are 
known to the bodily fenfes; others are inferred by rational 
deduction from the laws of nature. In reviewing the different 
kinds of motion, he finds there is fuch a thing in nature as 
uniform motion in a right line; and that the motion of fluids 
is both progreffive and vibratory, admitting of great variety 
in the fame fluid, without interruption to itfelf. All motion 
muft be in the direftion of its caufe; whence all attraétion, 
commonly fo called, muft refolve itfelf into impulfe. We fay 
of a plafter that it draws; but it cannot att in. the direction 
of the effe&t; the force is from the wis vite propelling, the 
fluids towards the plafter. When a body retains its, motion 
without diminution, it is moved by a caufe which would re- 
new the motion if it were ftopt: hence projection cannot he 
admitted as a principle of motion in nature ; it isa principle 
only of that motion which is violent and artificial. A pa- 
rallel is here introduced, to fhew that ‘the planetary motions 
may be effected by very gentle forces, acting infenfibly. All 
“motions are to be referred to corporeal caufes; philofophy 
cannot proceed without them: all experiments on the elements 
tend to fhew-how fome matter produces changes in other 
matter: nothing elfe is intelligible. The principle of a cir- 
culation in nature is purfued at large, and contended for as a 
folution of many difficulties in nature, not otherwife to be 
accounted for. Motion in a plenum is poflible or impoffible 
under different circumftances which fhould be diftinguifhed. 
 Refiftance is no argument againft the admiffion of impelling 
forces, for the caufe of motion, whatever it may be, rare or 
denfe, can never be faid to refift the motion which it caufes. 
The matter of this difquifition, which, however abftrufe, 
is neceflary to be introduced into philofophy, is made more 
plain in what the author calls a recapitulation, from which 
a reader may foon fee what it contains, and judge of its merits. 


[To be continued. | 


A Gee 











[ 188 ] 


4 General View of the Writings of Linneus. By Richard Pal]- 
teney, M.D. F.R.S. 80. 7s. Payne. 


B ive great genius and comprehenfive talents of the cele- 

brated philofopher, whofe writings form the fubje& of 
this work, muft render an account cf whatever concerns him 
‘dighly interefting ‘to all the lovers of natural {cience. We 
are, therefore, glad to find that the author of the prefent vo-~ 
dume has intermixed with the General View fome memoirs of 
this illuftrious ‘profeffor. Dr. Pulteney’s principal defign, 
however, is to exhibit a-detail of Linnzus’s writings, in the 
‘order in which they were publifhed ; and the biographical 
anecdotes are introduced only for the fake of connexion, or 
‘to relieve the tedioufnefs which would arife from an uninter- 
rupted recital of the author’s-various publications. For the 
fatisfacion of thofe who are unacquainted with the hiftory of 
‘this immortal Swede, the father of modern botany, we fhall 
‘prefent them with a few particulars of his life. 


¢ Charles Von Linné, the fon of a Swedifh divine, was born 
May 24,°1707, at Roeth ult, in the province of smaland, in 
‘Sweden ; of which place his father had the cure, when this fon 
“was born, but was {oon after preferred to the living of Stenbri- 
thult, in the fame province, where dying in 174°, at the age of 
70, he was fucceeded in his cure by another fon. We are told, 
an the commemoration-fpeech on this celebrated man, delivered 
in his Swedifh majefly’s prefence, before the Royal Academy of 
Sciences at Stockholm, that the anceftors of this family took their. 
firnames of Linnzus, Lindelius, and ‘Tiliander, from a large 
lime-tree, or linden-tree, yet ftanding on the farm where Lin- 
meus was born ; and that thjs origin of firnames, taken from na- 
—, objects, is not very uncommon in Sweden. 

This emincnt man, whofe talents enabled him to reform the 
‘whofe fcience of natura! hiftory, accumulated, very early in life, 
‘fome of the higheft honours that await the mot fuccelsful pro- 
ficierits.in medical ference ; fince we find that he was made pro- 
‘feffor of ‘phyficand “botany, in the univerfity of Upfal, at the 
sage of thirty-four ; and fix years afterwards, phytfician.to his 
foxereign, the date king Adolphus ; who, in the year 1793, 
honoured him ftiil farther, by, creatuwg him knight of the order 
ee the Polar Star. His honours did not terminate here, for in 

1767, he, was ennobled ; and.in 1776, the prefent king of Sweden 
accepied the refignation of his office, and rewarded bis declining 
“years by doubling his penfion, and bya liberal donation of landed 

property, fettled on him and his family. 

Oe It feems probable, that his father’s example firft gave Lin- 
*neus'a tafte for the ftudy-of mature; «who, as he has himfelf. in- 
formed us, cultivated, as his firft "atufement, a garden plentl- 
<q? flored with plants. “Young Ligneus foon became ac- 
quainted 
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quainted . with thefe, .as well’ as the indigenous ones of his neigh- 
bourheod. Yet, from the ftraightnefs of his father’s income, 
our young naturalift was on the point of being deftined to a me- 
chanical employment; fortunately, however, this defign was 
over-ruled. In 1717, he was fent to fchool at Wexfio, where, 
as his opportunities were enlarged, his progrefs in all his fa- 
vourité purfuits was “proportionably extended. At this early 
period he paid attention to other branches of natural hiftory 5 
. particularly to the knowlege ‘of infects: in which, as is ma- 
nifeft from: his oration’ on: the fubject, he muft very early have 
made a great proficiency, fince we find that-he was not lefs fuc- 
' cefsful herein, :thanc:in that of plants, having given them: an 
arrangement, and. eftablifhed: fuch characters.of diftinction, . as 
have been: univerfally. followed by fucceeding entomologifts, 

¢ The firft part of his academical education, .Linnzus received 
under profeffor Stobzus, at Lund,.in Scania, who favoured his 
inclinations to the ftudy of natural hiftory. After a refidence 
of about a year, he removed, in 1728, to Upfal. Here he foon 
contracted a clofe friendMip with Artedi, a native of the pro- 
vince of Angermannia, who had already been four years a ftu- 
dent in that univerfity; and, like himfelf, had a flreng bent to 
the ftudy of natural hiftory in general, but particularly to ich- 
thyology, He was moreover well fkilled in chemiftry, and not 
unacquainted with botany, having been the inventor of that 
diftinétion in umbelliferous plants, arifing fram the differences of 
the involucrum. Emulation is the. foul of improvement, and, 
heightened.as it was in this-inftance by. friendfhip, proved a 
moit powerful incentive. ‘Thefe young men profecuted their 
ftudies together with uncommon vigor, mutually communicating 
their obfervations, and laying their plans, fo.as to aflift each 
other in every branch of natural hiftory and phyfic. . 

* Soon after his refidence at Upfal, our author was alfo hap 
enough to obtain the favour of feveral gentlemen of eftablifhed 
charater in literature. He ‘was in a particular manner encou- 
raged in the purfuit of his ftudjes by the patronageof Dr. Olaus 
Celfius, at that time profeflor of divinity, and the reftorer of 
natural hiftory in Sweden; fince fo diftinguifhed for oriental 
learning, and more particularly for his Hierobotanicon, or Cri- 
tical Differtations on the Plants mentioned in Scripture. ‘This 
gentleinan is faid to have given Linnaeus a large fhare of ‘his 


efteem, and he was fortunate enough to-obtain it very. early af+. 


ter his removal to Upfal. He was at.that time meditating his 
Hierobotanicon, and being’ ftruck with the diligence of Lin- 
nus, in defcribing the plants of the Upfal garden, and his ex- 
tenfive knowlege of their names, fortunately for him, at that 
time invoived in difficulties, from the narrow circumftances of 
his parents, Celfius not only patronized him: in a general way, 
but admitted him to his houfé, his table, and his library. . Une 
der fuch encouragement, ‘itis not ftrange that our author made 
a rapid progrefs, both in his fludies, and the eiteem of. the.pro- 


feflors > 


- 
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‘feffors ; in fact, we have a very ftriking proof of his merit and 
attainments, inafmuch as we find, that after only two years re- 
fidence, he was thought fufficiently qualified to give leétures oc- 
cafionally from the Motanic chair, in the room of’ profetior 


Rudbeck.’ 


Linnzus was, foon afterwards appointed by the Royal Aca- 
demy of Sciences, at Upfal, to make. the tour of Lapland, 
-with the view of,exploring the natural hiftory of that arctic 
segion. ‘This tour: had been made for the firft time, by.the 
elder Rudbeck, in'16y5, at the command of Charles X1. but 
unfortunately, almoft all the obfervations: which that travel- 
ler had made, perifhed in the terrible fire at Upfal, in 1702. 
Linneus fet out from Upfal, on this journey, about the mid- 
dle of May, 1732; equally a ftranger to the language and to 
the manners of the Laplanders, and ‘without any affociate. 
He eyen traverfed what is called the Lapland Defert; a traét 
of territory deftitute of villages, cultivation, or any conve- 
niences, and inhabited only by a few ftraggling people. 


In this diftri@, fays the biographer, he afcended:a. noted 
mountain called Wallevari, in {peaking of which he has. given 
us a pleafant relation of his ‘finding a fingular and beautiful: new 
plant (Andromeda tetragona) when travelling within the -ardtic 
circle, with the fun in his view at midnight, in fearch of a Lap- 
Jand hut. From hence he croffed the: Lapland Alps ‘imto 
Finmark, and traverfed the fhores of the North fea as. far as 
Sallero.. 
~ © Thefe journies from Lula and Pitha, on the Bothnian 
gulph, to the north fhore, were made on foot, and our- tra- 
veller. was attended by two Laplanders; one his interpreter; and 
the other his guide, He tells us that the vigour and ftrength of 
thefe two men, both old, and fufficiently loaded with his bag- 
‘gage, excited his ailmiration, fince they appeared quite unhurt 
by their labour, while he himfelf, although young and robuf, 
‘was frequently quite exhaufted. In this journey he was wont 
to fleep under the boat with which they forded the ‘rivers, as 
a defence againft rain, and the'gnats, which in the Lapland fum- 
mer are not lefs teazing than in the torrid zones. In defcending 
one of thefe rivers, he narrowly efcaped perifhing by the over- 
detting of the boat, and loft many of the natural productions which 
he had colleéted. 

¢ Linnzus thus fpent the greater part of the fummer ~in ex- 
amining this arétic region, and thofe.mountains, on ;which, 
four years afterwards, the French philofophers fecured immortal 
fame to fir Ifaac Newton, At length, after having fuffered.in- 
credible fatigues and hardfhips, in climbing precipices, paffing 
_tivers in miferable boats, fuffering repeated viciffitudes of extreme 
heat and cold, and not unfrequently hunger and thirft ; he re- 
turned to Tornoa.in September.’ . 
S 
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He arrived at Upfal in.November, after having performed, 
and that moftly on foot, a journey of ten degrees of latitude 
in extent, exclufive of the many deviations which the accom- 
plifhment of his defign rendered neceflary. The refult of this 
journey was not publifhed till feveral years afterwards; but he 
loft no time in prefenting the Academy witha catalogue of the’ 
plants which he had difcovered ; which, even fo early as that 
period, he arranged according to the fyftem fince denominated 
the fexual. 

In 1733," we find this great naturalift vifiting and examin- 
ing the feveral mines-in Sweden ; where he formed his firft 
fketch of his Syftem on Mineralogy, which appeared in the 
early editions of the Syfema Nature, but was not exemplified 
until the year 17638. 

The next incident in the hiftory of this celebrated perfon, 
was his being fent, with feveral other naturalifts, by the 
governor of, Dalekarlia, into that province, to: inveftigate 
its natural: productions. After accomplifhing the purpofe 
of this expedition, he refided fome time in the capital of 
Dalekarlia, where he taught mineralogy, and the: docimaf- 
tic art, and prattifed phyfic. In 1735, he travelled over 
many other parts of Denmark and Germany, and fixed in 
Holland, where he chiefly refided until his return. to Stocks 
holm, about the year 1739. Soon after he had fixed his.refi- 
dence at this place, he married one of the daughters of Dr, 
More, a phyfician at Fahlun, in Dalekarlia, with whom he 
became acquainted during his flay in-that. town, 

- In-1735, the year in which he took the degree of dottor 
in phyfic, he publifhed the firft {ketch of his Syfema Nature, 
in the form of tables only. It thence appears, as the biogra~ 
pher obferves, that, before he was twenty-four years old, he 
laid the bafis of that great ftru@ure which he afterwards raifed, 

and which will perpetuate. his fame. to the lateft ages of bo- 
tanical fcience. 

In 1736, Linnzus vifited England, where he formed many 
friendthips with men at that time diftinguifhed for their know- 
ledge in natural hiftory : but though Boerhaave had furnifhed 
him with letters of recommendation to fir Hans Sloane, we 
are told, that he met not with that reception which he had 
reafon to expect. For this treatment, Dr. Pulteney, with 
great probability, afligns the following caufe, 


‘ Dr. Boerhagave’s letter to fir Hans Sloane, on this occafions 
is preferved in the Britith Mufeum, and runs thus—‘“ Linnus 
ait has tibi dabit literas, eft unice dignus te videre, unice dignus 
a te videri; qui’ vos videbit fimul, » videbit hominum par, cui 
fimile vix dabit orbis."—This encomium, howfoever quaititly 
ex- 
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expreffed, yet was in fome meafure prophetic of Linnzus’s fus 
ture fame and greatnefs, and proves how intimately Boerhaave 
had penetrated into the genius and abilities of our‘author ; and, 
{trained as this parallel might be thought, it is likely however 
that the opening of the fexual fyftem, fo different from Ray’s, 
by which fir Hans Sloane had always known plants, and parti- 
cularly the innovations, as they were then called, which Lin- 
nzus had made-in altering the names of fo many genera, were 
rather the caufe of that coolnefs, with which he was received by 
our excellent naturalift. Probably we have reafon to regret'this 
circumftance ; .for otherwife Linnzus might have cbtained an 
eftablifiment in England, as it has been thought he withed to: 
have done; and dou*tlefs his opportunities in this kingdom 
_ would have been much more favourable to his defigns, than in 
thofe arétic regions where he fpent the remainder of his days. 
In the mean time, we may juftly infer the exalted idea-that Lin- 
nzus had of England, as a land eminently favourable to the 
improvement of fcience, from'that compliment which, ina fet- 
ter to a friend; he: afterwards: paid to London, when, {peaking 
of that city, lie called 3 it, ‘¢ Punétum faliens in vitello orbis.” 


In 1738, this great naturalift made an excaffion to Paris, 
where he had the infpecting the Herbaria of the Juffieus, at 
that timethe firft botanifts in France ; and alfo the botanical 
colle&tions of Surian and Tournefort. He intended going 
thence to Germany, to vifit Ludwig, and the celebrated Hal- 
ler, with whom he maintained a clofe correfpondence ; ; but he 
was obliged to return to Holland without enjoying this plea- 
fure. 

Dr. Pulteney then proceeds to give an account of the feye- 
ral feientific productions which Linneus publified previous to 
this time. Thefe are, the Syftema Nature, Fundamenta Bo- 
tanica, Biblictheca Botanica, and Génera Plantarum: ‘The laf 
of thofe is juftly confidered as the moft valuable of all ‘the 
works of this celebrated author. What immenfe application 
had been beftowed upon it, the reader may eafily conceive, on 
being informed, that, before the publication of the firft edi- 
tion, the author had examined the characters of eight thoufand 
flowers. The laft book of Linnzus’s compofition, publithed 
during his ftay.in Holland, was.the Clafes Plantarum; which 
is a copious illuftration of the fecond part of the F laalaistied ¢: 

About the latter end of 1738, or the beginning of the fub- 
fequent year, Linnzus returned to his native country where 
he fettled as a phyfician, at Stockholm. It is faid, that at firft 
he met with confiderable oppofition, and was opprefied with 
many difficulties ;, but at length he furmounted all, and ac- 
quired extenfive practice. The intereft of count Teflin, who 
became his zealous patron, procured him the rank of phyfician 
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to the fleet, and a ftipend from the citizens for giving leGtures 
in botany.. The biographer obferves, that the eftablifhment 
of ‘the ‘Royal Academy of Sciences at Stockholm, of which 
Linnzus was appointed the firft prefident, ferved- not a little 
to favour the advancement of ‘his’ fame, by thé opportunity 
which it afforded of difplaying his abilities. In 1741, upon’ 
the refignation of Roberg, he was conftituted joint profeflor of 
phyfic, and. phyfician' to the king, with Rofen, who had been 
appointed ‘the preceding year. 

Dr. Pulteney afterwards gives an account of the Jer Oelan- 
dicum 3 Gotlandicum, Iter Scanicum, Flora Suecica, Fauna ‘Sue- 
cita, Materia Medica, and Philofephia Botanica; the hiftory and 
nature of which works he briefly ‘explains. , 

‘dn 1755,’ Linneus* was honoured with a gold medal by the 
Royal Academy of Sciences of Stockholm, for a paper on the 
fubje& of promoting agriculture, and all branches of rural 
ceconomy; and in 1760, he obtained a premium from the 
Imperial Academy of Sciences at Peterfburg, for a paper rela- 
tive to the doétrine of the fexes of plants. 

The author. of the General View, afterwards gives a large 
analyfis of the Syfema Nature, and of the Genera Morborum ; 
with a fhort account of the papers written by Linnzus, in the 
AGa Upfalienfia. The laf of: this great man’s treatifes was 
the Mantiffa Altera, publithed in 1771. 

We are told that Linneus, upon the whole, enjoyed a good 
conftitution ; but that he was fometimés feverely afflitted with 
_a hemicrania, and was not exempted from the gout.. About 
the clofe of 1776, he was, feized with an: apoplexy, which left 
him paralytic ; and at the beginning of the year, 1777, he. 
fuffered another ftroke, which very much impaired his mental 
powers::: But the difeafe fuppofed to have been the more im- 
mediate caufe of his death, -was an ulceration of the urinary 
bladder ; of which; after a tedious indifpofition, ‘he died on 
the 11th of January, 1778, in the 71 year of his age. 


¢ In the commemoration- fpeech, delivered by Dr, Beck, phy- 
fician to the king of Sweden, Linnzus’s ftature is defcribed as 
being ‘“ diminutive ; ‘his head large ; his look ardent, piercings 
and apt to daunt the beholder. ’ His car not ‘fenfible to’ mufic + 
his temper quick ; his memory good, though in the latter pe 
riod of his ‘life liable to fail’him fometimes ; his knowlege of lan-’ 
guages confined, yet no interefting difcovery efcaped him. In 
fummer he ufed to fleep from ten to three o’clock, in win 
ter from nine to fix, and inftantly to ceafe from his labours 
when he found himfelf not well. difpofed for them. He was 
an agreeable companions, of quick fenfibility,: but eafily ap- 
peafed.” 
Vox. LIT. Sept. 1781. 0% The 
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The remaining part of the volume contains an aceount of 
the Amanitates Academica ; with obfervations, tending to fhew 
the utility of botanical knowledge in’ relation to agriculture, 
and the feeding of cattle : accompanied with a tranflation of 
Linnzus’s Pan Suecus, accommodated to the Englifh plants, 
with references to authors, and to figures of the plants,’ 

. In this volume, Dr. Pulteney has given fuch a detail of the: 
various works of the celebrated naturalift, as muft not only 
render them more generally known, but afford the fatisfaction 
of tracing the progrefs of that allaftrious philofopher through 
his different refearches and improvements, in. the» fciences. 
which he cnltivated.. Judicious ‘obfervations are likewife fre-. 
quently, interfperfed in the.work ; and the whole, we doubt 
not, will prove both acceptable and ufeful to thofe who, take 
delight in the pleafant purfuits of natural hiftory. 


- 





A Tour Sentai Monmouthfhire aud Wales. By Henry Pen- 
_suddocke Wyndham. The Secoud Edition.  4to. Xl. in 
: boards. ‘Wilkie. 


ape a very fmail ‘fize, this Tour is now enlarged to a 

quarto-volume ; not by mearis of dull and frivolous narra- 
tive, as is'too frequently the cafe in the recital of travels, but 
_ by defcriptions of what’are curious, «and peneanee of what are 
interefting to a reader defirous of information: ' | 

The author gives the following account of inde, a fingu- 
lar fort of boats ufed in fome parts of Caermarthenthire. - 
«They are generally + feet long, and 4 broad; their bottom 
ig a little roundedy and their fhape nearly oval. Tliefe ‘boats dre 
ribbed with light laths or {plit twigs, in the manner of hafket-work, 
and-are covered with a raw hide, ‘or ftrong canvas, pitched: in 
fuch a mode as to prevent their leaking. . A feat crofles. juftabove 
the centre, towards the broader end. They feldom ‘weigh more 
than between 20 and 30 pounds. The men paddle them with one 
hand, while they fifh with the other; and when their work is 
; completed, they throw the coracles over their fhoulders, and, 
Without difficulty, ‘return with them home.’ 


We are told that the neighbourhood of Haverfordwett claims 
the merit of having practifed inoculation of the {mall-pox be- 
fore it was even known to the. other.counties of Britain ;, for 
while the London phyficians, on the recommendation of Lady 
-Mary Wortley Montague, were cautioufly trying the experiment 
on fome condemned criminals, the more hardy native of Pem- 
brokefhire dared to inoculate himfelf, without the afliftance of 
either phy fician or preparation. In order to procure the diftem- 
per;, they either rubbed the variolous matter, taken from ripe 
puftgles, on feveral parts of the tkin ; or pricked the fkin with 

; needles, 
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needles, previoufly infected. They called this buying the fmall- 
pox, as it was the cuftom to,purchafe the matter from each other. 


We thall prefent our readers with the fubfequent account of 
the Welch horfes. 


‘ The little horfes, which we employed in this expedition, were 
exceedingly hardy, and poffeffed a ftrength much fuperior to their 
appearances... They would conftantly travel with heavy burdens 
forty miles a day, even without the affiftance or refrefhment of a 
fingle feedof corn, A horfe, that did not appear equal to more 
than eight or nine ftone, fometimes carried all our baggage ina fort 
of panniers, with our poftman riding between them ; and though 
his flefh lay like furrows between his ribs, and his back was as fharp 
as a wedge, yet he purfued his ftages, with the weight of at leaft 
thirty ftone, without ftop or fatigue, Thefe horfes are no fooner 
difengaged from their faddles, than they are turned into.a common 
pafture for the night; no confideration being had, either to the 
weather, or to their journey, or to their heat, which might have 
arifen from it. — 7 

¢ Every inn in the country is provided with a paddock for this 
purpofe ; and left any accident fhould happen to the mares in this 
common field, where horfes, as well as geldings, are promifcuoufly 
admitted: the people have a cuftom'to modrawy y caffeg, that is, to 
ring the mares, which they perform with a {mall leather thong, and 
which, preventing all mifchievous interceurfe, intimates a fimilar 
prohibition tothat of the padlock among the jealous Spaniards.’ 


The condition of the inhabitants about Conway is. repre- 
fented as extremely deplorable. 


- ¢ Their habitations, fays the traveller, are low, mud-built ho- 
vels,. raifed:over the natural earth, which is as deficient in point 
of level within, as’ without. Notwithftanding the feverity of the 
climate, the windows are frequently deftitute of a fingle piece of 
glazing. If the inhabitants wifh to enjoy the light, they muftat 
the fame time. fuffer the cold ;. they wear neither fhoes nor ftock- 
ings, and chiefly fubfift upon the coarfe diet of rank cheefe, oat 
bread, and milk. Such penury anticipates old age, and I have 
feen perfons of forty, from their decrepid and wrinkjed features, 
appear, as if they had paffed their grand climacteric. A melan- 
choly dejection is fpread over their countenances, which are 
ftrangers to the files of chearfulnefs and pleafure. 

‘ If we carry our obfervations to the mountains, we fhall find, 
among thofe dreary waftes, a poverty flill more extreme than’ be- 
low; im many of thofe parifhes a grain of wheat has never been 
feen ; even the cheap luxury of garden greens is unknown ; and 
according to the ftrong exprefiton of a lowland Welfhman, there are 
hundreds of families, who have never tafted a leek. They con- 
tinue in the fame unimproved ftate, as in the time of Giraldus, who 
thus.defcribesthem ; ‘* They neither live. in towns, in ftreets, nor 
in camps. It is not their cuftom to erect grand palaces, nor large 
and fuperfluous buildings of ftone and mortar. They are otherwife 
content with roofs of thatch, fufficient from year to year, and 
Oz which 
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which will anfwer ali their purpofes, ‘with as little labour as exe 
pence. They are ignorant of the luxuries of either orchards or 
garaens:.. ! 

‘ Notwith(tanding this apparent mifery, we cannot pronouncé 
thefé mountaineers miferable ; if content. be wee a they are 
certainly happy : they are alt equally poor, and while poverty is 
not particular, it cannot be conftdered as a misfortune. They are 
yobuft, healthy, and live to a great age, and as they are igto- 
rant of thofe mahy refinements, which civilized luxury has 
taught us te confider as neceffaries of life, they haye therefore no 
want of them, there is 

| ¢ No craying void left aching in their breaft.” 

For.this reafon,. we fee mirth and chearfulnefs, united with po- 
verty, in the moft, humble cot upon the highlands, when a fmaller 
degree of poverty has fpread a. difcontented gloom, over the 
whole face of the lowlands. All happinefs is by comparifon ; fo 
thefe lower people are comparatively miferable : for they are tan- 
talized with appetites which they cannot gratify, while they be. 
hold with envy, many pleafures enjoyed by others; which partial 
nature has forbidden them even to hope for. 

.* But how happens it, that they fhould not attempt.to relieve 
their wants by afking-charity.? for, I believe this is the only 
country in Europe, in which the traveller can efcape the folicita- 
tions of {uch abjeét wretches. - If there was any. nemert in the ex 
ecution of the poor laws, beggary muft be the confequence: or, 
if it was common, (4s, however incredible it may appear, I was 
well informed) for thefe miferable beings to hoard up from the 
fcanty profits of their daily labour, and ftarve. themfelves to in- 
dulye their avarice; we fhould think, they would then naturally 
apply to charity in:order to gratify. that paffion. . We.mutt have 
recourfe to the firft. principle of this country to-refolve: the quef- 
tion ; it has been obferved, that this barbarous mode of life has 
continued for a long fucceffion of generations, and, probably, the 
prefent may find fome comfort in the: reflection, of living as wellas 
their anceftors ; and perhaps, it is asdifficult to make a nation, fo 
. bigotted to opinion as the Welfh is, change the fmalleft article in 
their manners, (however beneficial it might be to them,) as: it 
would be to force them to abolifh their dreis, or their language.” 


This volume is ornamented with a number of plates well en- 
graved. : : 


Remarks en the Influence of Climate, Gc» on the Difpofitian and 
“e Temper, Se. of Mankind. [Concluded frem p. 107+]: 
N’the eleventh chapter, the’ author confiders the effetts of 2 
* warm clithate upon manners and behaviour. He’ remarks, 
that warm climates have been long ago obferved to be earlier, 
and more completely civilized, than’ cold ones; but he is of 
opinion. that this politenefs has always confifted in the ob- 
fervance of certain fixed and ftated. cetemonials, adapted.te 
the 
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the fituation amd character of the people. A circumftance no 
lefs obfervable, refpecting the manners of the people of hot 
climates, is their immutability. _Montefquieu, who has at- 
tempted to account for this principle, afligns, as one reafon 
for it, the high degree of fenfibility which a hot. climate na- 
turally infpires, and which is almoft conftantly joined to “an 
indolence of ‘mind, connefted with that of the body. An- 
other reafon is derived from tbe nature of the government, 
which in fuch countries is generally defpotic. But perhaps 
the moft powerful caufe of this immutability, as the author 
Obferves, is the confinement of the women. Whatever caufe 
we admit, itis highly probable, that the uniformity of man- 
ners contributes not a little to preferve the mode of government 
unchanged. 

The next chapter treats of the influence of a cold climate 
on the manners. ‘The author obferves, that the manners of 
the northern nations, compared with thofe of warm climateés, 
appear rough and auftere. Their addrefs is ufually blunt and 
unpolifhed ; and they have few ceremonials to regulate their 
behaviour. This charaéter réfults from the temper of the 
people, who are endowed with little fenfibility, are of a bold 
and refolute {pirit, and accuftomed to ftrong bodily exertions. 
It is alfo obferved, that the manners.of cold climates are much 
lefs permanent. and uniform than thofe of the oppofite tempe- 
rature. 

In the fucceeding chapter, the author takes a view of the 
effect of temperate climates upon the manners. For what the au- 
thor advances on this fubje&, we fhall have recourfe to the work. 


‘ Politenefs and elegance of behaviour have always attained to 
the greatef perfection in temperate climates: this has been ow- 


ing infome meafure to the greater perfection of arts in.generah. | 


But I apprehend, that the difpofition of the people to activity, 
joined with a-degree of fenfibility ; and a government with fome 
fare of liberty, and which confequently admits of a free commu- 

nication of fentiment, are the principal reafons. - 
¢ The laft of thefe, as far as relates toa free intercourfe of 
company and converfation between the fexes, is perhaps the moft 
active caufe of any, and fubfifts only in moderate climates ; the 
female fex, in cold ones, being difregarded, and in hot ones, be- 
ing in a {tate of confinement. While m Afia the fair fex are con- 
fidered only as a poffeffion, in Europe they are objets of tender- 
nefs, efleem, and rational attachment. This infpires a habit of 
attentive and refpectful behaviour; their beauty excites admi- 
ration and love ; and even their very weaknefs adds force to their 
influence, under the idea ¢f delicacy. Generofity prevents op- 
preffion, where there can be no refiftance ; and roufes valour and 
gallantry in their defence. Whatever they fay is heard with pe- 
culiar attention ; and even their foibles are conftrued into per- 
O 3 icCtions. 
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fections. Befides, by their being at liberty, they are enabled to 
take a part in the bufinefs of the world; to manage domeftic af- 
fairs, which are there regarded as their peculiar province ; and to 
bear an almoft equal part in the adventures of life; and thus to 
render themfelves objects of efteem, when their perfonal attractions 
are no more. : 

‘ Another cireumftance highly favourable to the influence of 
the fair fex, in moderate climates, is, that in them their beauty 
and underftanding accompany each other; fo that a woman 1s 
at the fame time an object of paffion and of refpe&... This cir- 
cumftance, joined to that of their being but one object, (poly- 
gamy not being practifed) and of confequence the hopes of off- 
{pring depending on her only, inhances much their .confequence 
in fociety: and of courfe tends to render the manners of the other 
fex fuch as are agreeable to them ; that is, attentive, polifhed, 
and elegant. 

‘In Afia, the cafe is directly the reverfe ; the women are there 
fecluded from converfation with the other fex, and are regarded 
chiefly in the light of an object for the gratification of paffion ; 
and even this regard is divided among a number. ‘Their beauty 
is tranfient, their manners difpofed to be profligate, and their 
minds uncultivated; they bear no part in the affairs of life, and 
are efteemed to be in an inferior ftation in point of rank; con- 
fequently, they can neither be objects of refpeét, efteem, or ra- 
tional attachment. No wonder then, that.the other fex fhould 
be little difpofed to cultivate a mode of behaviour adapted to 
their inclinations. In very cold countries, the fair fex, though 
under no reftraint in point of perfonal confinement, are, as [have 
before remarked, but little refpected; and of confequence their 
intercourfe with the other fex has but little effeét upon the.man- 
ners. In Ruffia, until of late years, they were held to be fcarcely 
fuperior to domettic fervants ; were accuftomed to be beaten, at 
the pleafure of their hufbands ; and even the fign of efpoufal it- 
felf, was an inftrument of chaftifement. By communication with 
other nations, this brutality is in a great meafure worn off; and 
Ruffia, in confequence, rifes in the efteem.and refpect of Europe : 
enough, however, is yet left to thew the natural difpofition of the 
people. 

‘ Some refpectable writers have attributed this fituation of the 
female fex in cold climates, to the rude ftate of the people, but 
without reafon. Our anceftors, the ancient.Germans, whofe 
country, though cold, was not extreme in degree, held the fair 
fex in the higheft eftimation, and even veneration ; and the fame 
is the cafe with the favage nations in fome of the more temperate 


climates of America.’ 


Dr. Falconer afterwards confiders the influence of climate 
upon the intellectual faculties; and treats firft of a hot cli- 
mate ; beginning with obfervations on literature. He ob- 
ferves, that the fame caufes which influence the difpofition 


and mannefs, have alfo a proportionable effect upon the intel- 
{ lects. 











~~ 
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le&ts, .-The great charatteriftic .of the inhabitants of hot cli- 
mates is fenfibility ;' the influence of which extends to the 
mental powers. Hence, our author obferves, the fruits of 
fancy and imagination have always abounded moft in -the 
South ; in fupport of which remark, he produces, feveral au- 
thorities: but that the feverer ftudies, and fuch as require di- 
ligence and perfeverance, as well as genius and fenfibility, have 
been lefs fuccefsful in hot climates. 

The author next examines the effects.of. a hot climate on 
the intellectual faculties, with refpe& to inventions and arts, 
The fenfibility and vivid imagination of hot climates, he re- 
marks, have been favourable to fuggefting difcoveries ; and 
this he endeavours to evince by a variety of examples. 

In the fubfequent chapter, Dr. Falconer traces the effect of 
a cold climate on the intelleétual ‘faculties, in regard to lite- 
rature and the arts; and in the fixteenth, he purfues the fame 
enquiry, relative to a temperate climate. He obferves, that 
the inhabitants of temperate climates, of Europe efpecially, 
have far excelled the reft of the world.in almoft every article 
of literature ; and that, though we allow to hot climates the 
priority in moft invgntions, yet, that the application and im- 
provement of difcoveries is due ina much saperiar degree to 
temperate climates. 


In the fix chapters immediately:fucceeding, Dr. Falconer 


confiders the influence of climate upon laws, cuftoms, the form 
of government, and religion ; in accounting for the various 


‘modifications of all which, “he has recourfe to the different de- 


grees of fenfibility, that diftinguifh the inhabitants of hot, of 
cold, and of temperate climates. 

After treating ‘of thofe fubjeéts, the author mentions the in- 
fluence of the properties and qualities of the air, which 
he had hitherto only confidered in refpect of its temperature. 
But he obferves that the air may affect us by othen-means, 
viz. by its weight, and peculiar impregnations. ‘Of the lat- 
ter, however, our knowlege is too imperfect to admit of 
much obfervation. 

In the fecond book, confifting of four chapters, the author 

treat¥of the influence of fituation and extent of. a country ; 
which, as well as its climate, is fippofed to have fome effect 
in feveral of the refpe&ts above mentioned. The third book, 
containing five chapters, is employed in explaiaing the in- 
fluence of the nature of the country itfelf; and the fourth 
book, comprehending two chapters, is devoted to the in- 
fluence of population. The author endeavours, to thew, 


that the greater or fmaller number.of inhabitants in a country, 


in propertion to its extent, is an active caufe in induencing 
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the people: But not beitig guided in this enquiry by fach 
fixed ‘ind detefniinate principles, as admiit of a clear and 
fyftematic elucidation, we muft refer our readers, for what 
the author advatices on this fuhje&t to ‘the work itfelf. The 
fifth book, containing likewife two chapters, ‘is employed on 
the influence of diet. From this book, we thall felect what 
the author advances relative to the ufe of tea. 


‘ Tea appears, from the beft experiments, to produce fedative 
effe&is upon the nerves, diminifhing their energy, and the tone 
of the mufcular fibres, and inducing @ confiderable degree, both 
of fenfibility and irritability, upon the whole fyftem. It alfo 
promotes the thinner evacuations very powerfully, and diminifhes 
the fiefh and bulk of thofe who ufe 1t.. Thefe effects tend to im~ 
pair the firength, and promote the other confequences of it upon 
the nervous fyftem above defcribed. Hence the, ufe of tea has 
been found very agreeable to the fudious, _efpecially thofe en- 
gaged in the compofition of works of genius and i imagination, 
and hence is emphatically ftyled the poet’s friend. But, on the 
other hand, I believe that, at leaft with us, it has had the effect 
of enfe ebling and enervating the bodies of -our people, ‘and of in- 
troducing feveral diforders that ‘arife’ from laxity and debility ; 
and has be¢n of {#1 more confequence in making way for the ufe 
of {pirituous ‘liquors, which are often taken ‘to relieve that de- 
preffion which tea occafions. 

* From thefe eflects of tea, I cannot but think that its confe- 
quences, or the whole, have been highly prejudicial. It evi- 
dently injures the health, and, by the coniequences laft mention- 
ed, tends to corrupt the morals of the people: and, in my opi- 
nion, by the effects it produces upon the nerves, contributes to 
abate courage, vigour, and fteadinefs of mind: circumflances 
furely of themfelves fufficient to difcredit its ufe, with thofe wha 
are engaged in any fituation of life that requires exertion and fe- 
folution. Perhaps, however, in the hot climates of China and 
India, the ufe this liquor may not be fo prejudicial as in the 
colder ones’; it may there tend to abate the wearinefs occafioned 
by heat, and, -as°a grateful diluent, promote the thinner eva- 
cuations ; which poffibly may, by coal it to pafs off quickly, 
counteraét, in fome meafure, its bad efie¢ts. .But the noxious 
qualities of this plant are not unknown even in its native coun- 
‘tries. The. Japanefe are fubjeét to the diabetes, and to con- 
fumptive diforders refembling the atrophy, from its ufe-; and 
the Chinefe, it is faid, are fo fenfible of thefe cenfequences, 
that they rarely drink green tea at all, which is the moft re- 
markable for thefe effects. Perhaps the diminutive ftature, and 
cowardly, and at the fatne time acute and tricking difpofition of 
the Chinefe, may” be owing, im “no {malf degree, to the ufe of 
this vegetable.” . 


The fubje€t of the fixth bdok, which occupies almoft the 
half of the volume, is the influence ‘of way of life. In treat- 
ing 
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iug “of this fubje&, the author confines himfelf, im general, 
to the various degrees of civilifation among mankind ; adding, 
however, fome remarks on the different occupations and modes 
of living, ‘that ufually occur in the progrefs of improvement. 
The firft chapter treats of the influence ofa favage ftate.; the 
fecond, of the:influence of a barbarous flate, or way of life, 
upon mankind. The latter ftate the author diftinguithes from 
the former, by fome particular circumftances, which it is “un- 
neceflary for us to mention.» Che. third chapter delineates 
the effects of a life of agriculture upon mankind; the fourth, 
the effe&ts of a commercial life; the fifth, thie effets of Ii- 
terature and fcience ;. and the fixth, the effects of luxury and 
refinement. 

On a theory fo extenfive as that which’ Dr. Falconer has 
attempted to elucidate, many are the arguments fupported by 
fatisfatory obfervations ; but numerous, likewife, mutt be thofe 
which are entirely conjectural, and are indebted for their 
origin only to the ingemuity-of the writer. .He has, how- 
ever, treated this curious fubje&, of the influence of climate, 
with great planfibility ; and, though we. ‘cannot always agree 
with him in opinion, in refpe& to the efficacy of the caufes 
which he affigns, we acknowlege that he, in general, applies 
with judgment the various facts colle&ted for the eftablifh- 
ment of his do€trines ; and he difcevers an extent of enquiry, 
which mutt place his induftry in the moft favourable point of 
view. 





The Beauties of Spring.. A Poem. 4to. 35. Nicoll. 


E do not know a more unfortunate circumftance for a 
young author, efpecially an anonymous one, than an 
injudicious ¢7¢/e to: his performance. If the greateft genius of 
the prefent age fhould produce a very excellent epic poem; and 
name it Paradife Loft, he would not perhaps receive more for 
the copy than‘Milton did for his immortal work on the fame 
fabject ; and the dramatift who fhould write a good tra- 
gedy on the ftory of Lear, or Macbeth, would hardly obtain a 
third night. —We are much afraid that the author of the 
Poem before us has taken a great deal of pains to very little 
purpofe. The deauties of fpring have already been fo amply 
defcribed, and fo nobly treated by Thomion, that few readers 
will, bring themfelves to imagine that’.any other writer can 
treat this fubje€&t with equal force, elegance, and propriety.— 
The poem,. notwithftanding, though it ts too long, has many 
fine paflages, und is, undoubtedly, the work of a very 
able writer. The language a a is pure, the fenti- 
ments 
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ments natural, and the numbers harmonious. The following 
defcription, from theancient and well-known monarchy. of the 
bees, is full of fine imagery,,and is written fo much in the 
ftyle and manner of the author of the Seafons, that it might, 
pethaps, without injuftice, be afcribed to him. 


Thrice noble race ! who in fmall room poffefs 
_A wond’rous' portion of ztherial fire, 
Heayen’s own inftinctive fpirit! fure, from man, 
Who to his rav’nous appetite devotes 
Your lives and treafures, you may juftly claim 
The tlight return of unfubftantial praife. 
At Spring’s } approach, before the Pleigqds fhine 
On Taurus’ brawny fhoulder, when the clouds 
Difpart awhile, and o’er the vale emit : 
The fun’s effulgence ; on the fuburb plank, 
Before the portal of the ftraw-built town, 
Cluf’ring they fwarm, and in the tepid gleam 
Delighted-bafk. | Meantime their youth expand 
The filmy wing in many a fhort effay. 
But foon their labour fervid glows.’ At once 
All join their aid. Without, and deep within 
The fecret conclave of the hive, ’tis nought 
But ceafelefs hurry. Hark, the byzzing found 
Increafes every moment ! Thofe who pafs 
In fearch of honey to the diitant field, 
Beneath the crouded entrance ever meet 
Returning fwarms, whofe loaded thighs difpenfe 
A rich ambrofial fmell. Tho’ fearce a leaf 
Or bloflom decks the foreft, fcarce a flower 
Adorns the mead or riy’let’s fide, but yields 
A lufcious banquet, moft they love to haunt 
The garden's fcented product; from the cups 
Of hyacinth to fip the morning dew ; 
To feait. conceal’d within the tulip’ s cell, 
Or pant enamour’d on the lily’s breatft. 
Nor range they feldom o "er the defert brake, 
Where, far from public view, in modeft pride, 
The fweetly-blufhing cynorrhodon blows, 
And honeyfuckle fondly intertwines : 
Its branches with the hawthorn. Each purfues 
The tafk affign’d him. Some of fwifteft wing 
The fragrant dews and effences collect. 
Undaunted centr y, fome before the gate 
Stand marfhall’d. Others, bleft employ, receive 
The {picy load, and fill their waxen cells 
Of curious texture. Part more wife thro’ age, 
O’er whom their gracious monarch {till prefides, 
In clofe debate attend their ftate affairs ; 
As beft conduces to the gen’ral good, 
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Enacting laws, advifing horrid war, 
Or planning fchemes of amity and peace.’ 


Our author’s view of the feafon beyond the polar circle and 
within the tropics, is not only new, but extremely amufive 
and poetical. In the fecond book, the profpeét from the top 
of Aitna, and the wood-fcene, are finely painted. The au- 
thor here takes an opportunity of paying the deferved tribute 
of applaufe to his great exemplar, whom he has fo happily imi- 
tated, in thefe beautiful linés : 


¢ Nor, gentle fon of Tweed, be thou unfung, 
Thou who, reclining on thy parent’s bank, 

Jn childhood bad’tt the neighb’ring woods ‘refound 
To fweeteft ftrains of Arcady. Of all 
Thou beft can’it find a paflage to the heart, 
And fway the rifing bofom at command, 
With Nature’s charms delighted, I adore 
Thy lofty flights ;, but, of an humbler wing, 
Endeavour not to foar fublime with thee. 

Content to revel in the vernal gale, 

I ride not on the thunder-ftorm, nor fweep 
O’er earth in Autumn with the fhadowy clouds, 
Nor mount on Winter’s tempefts. ‘Thefe are heights, 
Amazing heights, by thee alone attain’d !? 


We recommend the whole Poem to our readers, as well 
worthy of their attention.—If the two books were divided 
into three or four, and fupplied with another title, we doubt 
not but it would meet with general approbation. 





Biographical Anecdotes of William Hogarth; and. a Catalogue 
of bis Works chronologically arranged 5 with occafional Re- 
marks. Svo. 35. Nichols. 


pas may be confidered as an agreeable enlargement of Mr. 
Walpole’s life of Hogarth: the author, who figns only 
the initials of his name (J..N.) feems to have been well ac- 
quainted with many of that painter’s intimate friends, from 
whom he has occafionally colle&ted ‘a number of little inci- 
dents, and entertaining anecdotes, of Hogarth’s private life and 
manners; he has likewife been able to draw, fromthe fame 
fource, a difcovery of feveral prints and drawings, not taken no- 
tice of in Mr. Walpole’s, or any other catalogue of this artiit’s 
ingenious performances, to arrange them in chronological or- 
der, and to trace the rife and progrefs of a genius fo ftriking~- 
ly original. 
The 
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The following anecdote of Hogarth’s marriage ‘is not unen- 
tertaining. , —— 


* In 1530, (fays our author) Mr. Hogarth married the onl 
daughter of Sir James Thornhill, by whom he had ‘no child. 
‘This union, indeed, was a dtolen one, and confequently without 
the approbation of Sir James and his lady, who, confidering the 
extreme youth of their. daughter, then barely eighteen, and thé 
flender finances of her hufband, as yet an obicure artift, were not 
eafily reconciled tothe match. Soon after this period, however, 
he began his Harlot’s Progrefs,; and was advifed to have fome of 
his pictures placed inthe. way of his father-in-law. Accofding- 
ly, one morning early, Mrs. Hogarth undertook to convey fe- 
veral of them into his dining-room.. When he arofe, he enquir- 
ed from whence they caine; and being told by whom they were 
introduced, he cried out, ‘* Very wells the man svho can pro- 
ducé reprefentations like thefe, can alfo maintain a wife without 
2 portion.” He defigned this remark as an excuft for keeping his 
purie-ftrings clofe; but foon after became both reconciled and 
generous to the young couple. Lady Thornhill’s iorgivenefs was 
but flowly obtained, though it followed at laff.’ 


Our author has acquainted us with a proje& of Hogarth’s, 
which we believe is not generally known, and which we fhall 
therefore lay before our readers. 


¢ Hogarth had projected a Happy Marriage, by way of coun- 
terpart to his Marriage 4 la Mode.~ A defign for the firft of his 
initended fix plates he had fketched out in colours ; and the fol- 
lowing is as accurate an account of it as could be furnifhied by a 
gentleman who, long ago, enjoyed only a few minutes fight of 
fo imperfect a curiofity. 

‘ ‘[he time. fuppoled was immediately after the return of the 
patties from church. The fcene lay in the hall of an.antiquated 
country manfion. On one fide, the married couple were repre- 
fented fitting, Fehind them was a group of their young friends 
of both fexes, in the act of breaking bride-cake over their heads. 
In front appeared the father of the young lady, grafping a bum- 
per, and drinking, with a feeming roar of exultation, to the fu- 
ture happinefs of her and her hufband. By his fide was a table 
covered with refrefhments. Jollity rather than politenefs was the 
defignation of his character, Under the fcreen of the hall, feve- 
ral ruftic mufictans in grotefque attitudes, together with fervants, 
tenants, &c, were arranged. Through the arch by which the 
room is entered, the eye was led along a paflage into the kitchen, 
which afforded a glimpfe of facerdotal luxury. Before the drip- 
ping-pan ftoad a well-fed divine, in his gown and caffock, with 
his watch in his hand, giving directions toa cook, dreit all in 
white, who was employed in baiting a haunch of venifon. 


‘« Among 
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© Among the faces of the. primcipal figures, nohe but that of 
the young lady was completely finifhed. Hogarth had been often 
reproached for his. inability. to; impart, grace and dignity to. his 
heroines, The bride was therefore meant to vindicate his pencil 
from fo degrading an imputation. The effort, however, was un- 
fuccefsful. The girl was certainly pretty ; but her features, if [ 
may ufe the term, were uneducated. She. might have attracted 
notice as a chambermaid, but would have failed to extort applaufe. 
as a-woman of fafhion. The parfon, and his culinary affociate, 
were more laboured than any other parts of the picture. Tt is na~ 
tural for us to dwell longeft on that divifion of a fubject which is 
moft congenial to our private feelings. The painter fat down 
with a refolution to delineate beauty improved by art; but feems, 
as ufual, to have deviated into meannefs; or could not help ne- 
glecting his original purpofe, to luxutiate in fuch ideas as) hi? fi- 
tuation in early Jife had fitted him to exprefs. He found himfelf, 
in fhort, out of his element in the parlour, and therefore haften- 
ed, in queft of eafe and amufement, tothe kitchenfire. It muft 
be allowed, that fuch a painter, however excellent in his walk, 
was better qualified to reprefent the vicious parent, than the royal 
preferver of a foundling. 

* The fketch already defcribed was made after the appearance 
ef Marriage 4 la Mode, and many years before the artift’s 
death. Why he did not perfevere in his plan, during fuch aa 
interval of time, we can only guefs. It is probable that his un- 
dertaking required a longer fucceflion of images: relative to do- 
meftic happinefs, thin had fallen within his notice, or courted 
his participation. Hogarth had no children;, arid though the 
nuptial union may be happy without them, yet fuch happinefs 
will have nothing picturefque in it; and we may obferve of this 
truly natural and faithful painter, that he rarely ventured toex- 
hibit fcenes with which he was not perfectly well acquainted.’ 


In the courfe of this work we meet with fome verfes written 
by Garrick, prefixed to two or three of the prints ; fome ele- 
gant Latin poetry by Loveling ; together with fome fenfible 
remarks, by the author, on Hogarth’s performances :. which 
form all together an agreeable farrago, and. may afford en- 
tertainment to the admirers of Hogarth, and the lovers of 
virti. 
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Scottifh Tragic Ballads. Small 8vo. 25. Od. fewed. : Nichols. 


A aw the admirers of ancient Scottith poefy, this little vo- 
lume will afford confiderable entertainment, It contains 
Hardyknute ; Child Maurice ; Adam o Gordon ; Sir Hugh,’ or 
the Jew’s Daughter ; Flodden Field ; Edward; Sir — 

Spence ; 
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Spence; Lady Bothwell’s Lament; Earl of Murray; Sir 
Selihen the Rofe; Laird of’ Woodhoufelie ; Lord Livingfton ; 
Binnorie ; Death of Menteith; Lord Airth’s Complaint ; and 
I with I were where Helen yew: ; with two or three fragments 
of old tragic ballads. Moft of thefe compofitions, as the edi- 
tor acknowleges in his preface, have appeared already ; but 
in this edition, we are told, they are given much more cor- 
rect, &c. Hardyknute, publifhed, as fome of,.our readers 
may remember, fome years ago in a {mall volume, entitled 
the Union, a collection of Scotch and Englith poems, now 
appears in its original .perfection, with alterations and ad- 
ditions; for which the editor, as he informs us, was in- 
debted to the memory of a lady in Lancafhire, who, we fup- 
pofe, had it by tradition; to whom we are alfo obliged for 
feveral pieces exhibited in this collection. T'o thefe, the editor. 
has added two prefatory differtations, one on the oral tradition 
of poetry, and the other on the old tragic ballad : -in the latter 
of thefe, our editor, {peaking of the caufe of our pleafure in 
feeing a mournful event reprefented to us, or hearing it 
defcribed, judicioufly obfervesthat ‘it feems to arife from 
the mingled paflions—of the art of the author—curiofity to 
attend the termination—delight arifing from reflection on our 
own fecurity, and—the fympathetic fpirit’—This is, we 
think, one of the fulleft and beft explanations of the pleafure 
. above mentioned, that we have hitherto met with. What fol- 
Tows is sey juft and fenfible. es th 


¢ ti is amufing, fays he, to obferve how expreffive the poctry 
of every country is of its real manners. That of the Northern 
nations is ferocious to the higheft degree. Nor need we wonder 
that thofe, whofe laws obliged them to decide the moft trifling 
debate with the fword, dclighted ina vein of poetry, which only 
painted deeds of blood, and objects horrible to the imagination. 
The ballad poetry of the Spaniards‘is tinged with the romantic 
gallantry of that nation. The hero is all complaifance ; and 
takes off his helmet in the heat of combat, when he thinks on 
his miftrefs, That of the Englifhis generous and brave. In 
their moft noble ballad, Perey laments over the death of his 
mortal foe. That of the Scots is perhaps, like the face of their 
country; more various tham the reft: We find in it the brave 
of the Englifh, the .gallantry of the Spanifh, and I am afraid in 
forné inftances the ferocity of the Northern.’ 


.» QO£f-the few new ballads here prefented to the public, the 
following is the beft, with which we fhall therefore treat our 


‘Readers, 
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Scottith Tragic Ballads. 
THE DEATH oF MENTEITH. 


From TRapbDiTroNs 


'# Shrilly fhriek’d the raging wind, 
And rudelie blew the blaft ; 
Wi awfum blink, throuch the dark ha, 
The fpeidy lichtning paft. 


*¢ © hear ye nae, frae mid the loch, 
Arife a deadly ¢ grane ? 

- ae evir does the fpirit warn, 
Whan we fum dethe maun mane. 


“ T*feir, I feir me, yude fir John, 

- Ye are nae fafe wi me: 

What wae wald fill my hairt gin ye 
Sold in my caftle drie !” 


‘« Yeneid nae feir, my leman deir, 
I’m ay fafe whan wi thee ; 

And gin I maun nae wi thee live, 
I here wad with to.die.” 


« His man cam rinning to the ha 
Wi wallow cheik belyve : 

« Sir John Menteith, your faes are neir, 
And ye maun flie or ftrive.” 


«¢ What count fyne leids the cruel knicht ?” 
«« Thrie {pcirmen to your ane: 

I red ye flie, my mafter deir, 
Wi fpeid, or ye’l be flain.” 


‘Tak ye this gown, my deir fir John, 
To hide your fhyning mail: 

A boat waits at the hinder port 
Owr the braid loch to fail.” 

*¢ O whatten a piteous fhrick was yon 
That fough’d upon my eir ?” 


«¢ Nae piteous fhriek I trow, ladie, 
But the rouch plaft ye heir.” 


¢ They focht the eaftle, ‘till the morn, 
Whan they were bown’d to gae, 

They faw the boat turn’d on the loch, 
Sir John’s corfe on the brae.’ 


-To the Ballads the, editor has fubjoined fome ufeful notes 
and a gloflary ; an article which, though of little fervice to 
a Scotchman, will be found extremely neceflary to the mere 
Englifh reader. 

We cannot conclude this article, without Setharkcieng that 
the tmagic b ballad called Lady Bothwell’s Lament, which is re- 
printed 
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printed in this collegtion, appears .to great advantage, from 
the judicious amendment which our editor has beftowed upon 
it. In his note he fays: 


¢ Thefe four ftanzas appeared to the editor to be alf that are 
genuine of this elegy. Many additional ones are to:be found 1 
the common' copies, which. are reyeéted as of rneaner execution.’ 


Lady Bothwell’s Lament, as. it now ftands, is-perhaps one 
of the prettieft elegiac poems in our language, as it excels 
every thing of the kind in nature, pathos, and fimplicity. It 
may be read over and over, with the greateft pleafure; 


decies repetita placebis 

We fhall therefore infert this'elegant morceau, for the enter- 
tainment of our readers.. , : ph 

It may be neceflary to premife, that the old Scottifh word 

balow, in the firit lipe, fignifies Auf. The afflicted and de- 

ferted mother is fuppofed thus to addrefs the-infant in her 

Jap, 


‘LADY BOTHWELL’S LAMENT, | 


* Balow, my babe, lye ftill.and fleip, 
It grieves me fair to fee thee weip; — 
If thou’lt be filent I’! be glad, 
Thy maining-maks my. heart-full fad ; 
‘Balow my boy, thy mither’s joy ; 

Thy father breids me great annoy. 
¢ Whan he began to feik my luve, 
And wi his fucred words:to muve ; 
His feining faufe, and flattering cheir, 

_ To me that time did nocht appeir ; 
But now I fee that cruel he 
Cares neither for my babe.nor me. 
¢ Lye fill, my darling, fleip a while, 

- And whan thou wakeit fweitly {mile : 

But fmile nae as thy father.did 
To. cozen maids: nay, God forbid, 
What yet I feir, that thou fold leir 
Thy father’s heart and face, to beir! 
‘ Be flill, my fad one:. fpare thofe.teirs, 
To weip whan thou haft wit and yeirs ; 
Thy gniefs are gathering :to a fum, 
‘God grant thee patience when they cum 
Born to fuftain a mother’s fhame,. - 
A father’s fall, a baftard’s name. 


». Balow, &c.’ | 
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Pwr Difcourfes; on Sovereign Power, ait Liberty of Confctence 
Tranflated from the Latin of G. Noodt, formerly Profefor of Law 
in the Univerfi iy of Leyden, dy A. Macaulay, 4.M: 8wo. 5s 
Dilly. 


TH defign of this work is to efiquire into the nature and 

extent of fovereign power; and into the true principles 
of toleration in matters of religion. The judicious manner 
in which the author treats thofe fubjeéts, foon recommended 
both the:Difcourfes to the attention of the public; arid they 
have fince been tranflated into different languages. 

In the former of thofe difcourfes, the author fets out with 
delineating the difference between a prince and a tyrant. 

‘ I have often been aftonifhed, fays he, gentlemen, that 
fome men of great and eminent abilities, who have profefled 
to treat of fovereign power, fhould afcribe the fame rights to a 
prince and to a tyrant; than which no two characters can be 
conceived more widely oppofite. ‘The one governs his fubje&ts by 
their own ¢onfent; the other againft their confent: the one has 
the public good folely in view ; the other only confults his own 
advantage : ‘the one obferves the laws ; the other tramples them 
under foot: the one regards the life, liberty, and property of 
every individual as facred things, and from which he with- 
holds his hands, his looks, nay his very defires; the other 
imagines that he poffeffes an abfolute right to all thofe, and 
that he may difpofe of them according to his own pleafure. 


In fhort, the one refembling the Supreme Being; and, ac- . 


cording to his example, defirous of promoting the happinefs 
of mankind ; is beloved, refpeéted, and adored both at homé 
and abroad ; all flock to him, as to the fource of their felicity, 
with a determined refolution to devote themfelvés to the fer- 
vice of a prince, whofe foul, they perceive, animates, unites, 
and governs them, by whom they are rendered flourifhing and 


happy: the other, born for a public plague, never promotes ° 


the happinefs of any worthy citizen, but rather does all the 
mifchief he can to the whole world; therefore becomes an 
obje& of univerfal difguft, iiberdente. and execration ; and 
‘wherever he goes, like a beaft of prey moving from his den, 
he fpreads fear,‘ terror, and defolation all around him. But 
it is an evident diftate of reafon, that a prince fhould not be 
confounded with a tyrant; and alfo, that.the power of the 
former fhould not be allowed to operate according to his own 
caprice, but-be confined within the limits of juftice and the 
laws: yet, notwithftanding, it happens, by I know not what 
fatality, to be a generally-received maxim, that it is effential 
to the nature of fovereignty, that the prince fhould be raifed 
above the laws ; infomuch, that if he regard nothing but his 
Vou. LY. Sept. 1781. ’ P owa 
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own intereft; ito the entire neglect of his fubjects, they have 
mo other. remedy: than the glory ‘to’ obey, ‘and to fuffer ‘pa- 
tiently ; and,’ ‘that‘he is refponfible for his: conduét to God 
alone, from whom, according to them, all fupreme authority 
is originally derived. Few there are who in this queftion take 
the part of the people. The caufe; ofthe tyrant is generally 
maintained under the fpecious appellation of prince; and, if 
the interefts of the prince and. people fhould happen, to,clafh, 

fo as to render neceflary the diminution, or even entire de- 
ftruction of .one party ; in fucho.a’ cafe, thofe. people would 
fain perfuade themielves and, others, -that, to allow the prince a 
full liberty of_ oppreiling his fubjeéts by acts of injuftice- and 
enormous cruelty, would be more juft and advantageous,, than 
to permit the fubjects to reprefs the violence of a prince bent 
upon their ruin: as if they who have been-allotted) to, live un- 
der the authority of others, were not of the fame {pecies with 
thofe who exercife that authority ;-or, as if thofe alone were 
to be regarded upon the footing of men, to whom the con- 
fent of other men has delegated an. authority over themfelves ! 
For.my own part, when I enquire into the reafons of a fenti- 
ment fo illiberal and inhuman, I am_at a lofs to reconcile them 
in any point of view to the law of nature. Whoever.you. be 
that entertain fuch fentiments, whether princes. or.courtiers, 
give me.leave to fay, that you pervert what is in itfelf, excel- 
lent and facred; and that by means of your ambition or 
mean adulation, civil government, ‘which was eftablithed to 
fecure the peaceful enjoyment ofthe conveniences and plea- 
fures of life, is turned to the-deftruction of mankind: that 
you reject truth, jaftice, and public. utility, and adopt max- 
_ims that are deftructive, unjuft, and precarious ; for an unli- 
mited power can never be feeure nor durable.’ 

The author next proceeds to.fhew, that unlimited power 
is no neceflary confequence of greatnefs ; that though God 
himfelf were the author of -fovereignty, yet would that give 
princes noright to claim an unlimited power; that all men 
are by nature.equal; but that this-natural liberty does not au- 
thorize licentioufnefs. He fhews that men have been led by 
_nature.to live in fociety ; and proves from-the: nature and de- 
_fign of civil focicty, that fovereign power thould not extend 
“beyond what is-neceflary for the public good. ; He. contends, 
that.it matters not, whether a, prince have folémnly. engaged 
_to follow certain laws or not ;, and that a people. who fubmit to 
the difcretionary authority of a, prince, do not. therefore inveft 
him with unlimited power. 
The fecond par: of the firft difcourfe is chiefly an ilieAration 

of the Lex Regia ef the Romans, or that law upon which the 
fu- 
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fupreme authority of the emperors was founded.’ Tn treating 
of this fubje&t, the author makes feveral juft obfervations, 
tending to elucidate and afcertain the méaning of Ulpian, 
in regard. to the extent of the fovereign power. He main- 
tains that the Roman emperors were not ‘exempted from the 
obfervance of all the civil laws ; and for this opinion, he pro- 
duces ftrong arguments in oppofition even to the.authority of 
Dio Caffius. 

‘ Tt will be replied, however “‘ that the authority of Ulpian 
is no lefs exprefs, who in, general terms afferts, that the prince 
is ‘difcharged from all obligation to obferve the laws.” 
Granted: but when, I pray, and by. whatlaw,”Wwas he ex- 
empted,? ** By the Lex Regia, it will be faid, which was 

enacted under Auguttus, and by which the Roman people are 
faid to haye transferred to, that prince, in his own perfon, all 
their empire and all their power.” I muft beg leave to in- 
form thofe who build their opinions upon this point, that moft 
of the emperors who fucceeded Auguftus, received their go- 
vernment by a. fingle decree of the fenate, or by a fingle law, 
to which the ancient civiljans afterwards gave the name of 
the royal. or imperial law; that Auguftus never. received the 
empire under any fuch name, but bya variety ‘of laws, and 
ordinances. of the fenate,. patted at different times. Should 
you be furprized at. this, I would have you attentively ex- 
amine the whole courfe of Aucuftus’s life, trace all his con- 
fulfhips 1 in the order that tio Call ius hath related them, and 
you will be convinced of the truth of the abofe affertion: I 
could adduce a variety of arguments in proof of it, had I 
not been anticipated by a writer of diftinguifhed eminence, 
one of the_greateft ornaments not only of this univerfity, but 
of the republic of letters; I. mean Gronovius, I will only 
add one remark, which feems not to have occurred to that il- 
luftrious writer, nor to any other author, fo far as I recolle&, 
and it is this: that by whatever ordinance of the fenate Au- 
guftus might have been exempted from the laws, it was not 
the fame .-by which the fupreme government of the empire 
was conveyed to him; for this (if we believe Dio Caffius) 
took place in the feventh confulfhip of Auguftus. But it was 
in his tenth.confulfhip, according to the fame author, that 
the fenate paffed'a decree by which he was exempted from the 
obfervance of the laws: and even in that decree to which our 
author refers, the‘emperor was not fet above all the laws, but 
only above one, and that was the Cincian law ; although Dio 
in this place expreffes himfelf in terms too general. And 
this I ground upon the narration of our hiftorian himfelf ; 
for, {peaking of the reafons which induced the fenate to ex- 
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empt Augufius from.,the. laws, he informs us, that the em- 
“peror having. promifed to diftribute a certain fam of mone} 
among the, people, pretended ‘afterwards that the’ laws woul 
not permit him to perform his promife, without the confent 
‘ofthe fenate; in. confequence of which, that this emperor 
might be.enabled. to extend his Liberality beyond the limita- 
tion of the Cincian law, Dio fays * that the fenate difcharged 
him, from the obligation of the laws.” This form of ex- 
preffion, according to the ufual modes of fpeech among the 
Romans, ought to. be confined to the Cincian law ; but Dio, 
who was.a Greek, extends it to all Jaws in general, whether 
from ignorance or flattery I cannot fay, but he certainly had 
no right nor reafon to take fuch liberties.’ 

The learned profeffor feems clearly to evince, that Auguftus 
was not freed from the obfervance of all the laws, but of thofe 
only which the fenate had nominally difpenfed ; and that he 
was under equal obligations to obferve the reft as any other pri- 
vate citizen. 

In the difcourfe on Liberty of Confcience, the author fhews, 
that by the law of nature and nations, religion is not fub- 
je&ted to human authority ; that by the law of nature, every 
man.is at, liberty to conduét himfelf according to his own 
judgment, in matters which relate only to himfelf; that the 
nature of religion requires, that every one be free to follow 
his own judgment ; and that this freedom is abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, on account of the unavoidable diverfity and infinite 
variety of fentiments among men. . He remarks, that to re- 
fufe liberty of confcience, is, to encroach on the rights of 
God, and. to counteract his intention; and that intolerance 
cannot be. vindicated by any reafonable motive. He contends, 
however, that every man ought to fubmit to the ecclefiaftical dif- 
cipline of that fociety of which he is a member ; and he after- 
wards defines, with precifion, the extent of ecclefiaftical authority. 

The fecond part of this difcourfe contains anfwers to the 
objections againft toleration. ‘The whole of the author’s ob- 
fervations and arguments, in both difcourfes, evinces a clear 
uuderftanding, an attentive examination of the fubjeéts, anda 
trong attachmeat to the principles of civil and religious liberty. 





Eight Sermons gredehed before the Univer/ity of Oxford. . By 
- James Bandinel, D. D. of Jefus College, and Public Qaaer 
of the Uni: veri ty. Svo. 4s. Cadell. 


Tp REESE difcourfes were preached before the Univerfity in 
the year 1780, in purfuance of the will ofthe late rev. 


and pious John Bampton, M. A. canon of Salifbury ; who 
3 left 











Dr. Bandinel’s Eight Sermons: 213 
feft an eftate of 1201. a year, for the eftablithment of a lec- 
ture, to be preached at St. Mary’s, by a lecturer chofen ‘an- 
nually, on, the following fubjeés : “ To confirm’ and’ eftablith 
the Chriftian faith, and to confute all heretics and {chifma- 
tics ;' upon the divine authority of the holy f{criptures ; ‘upon 
the authority of the writings of the primitive fathers, as to 
the faith and practice of the primitive church; upon the di- 
vinity of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chriit ; upon the di- 
vinity of the Holy Ghoft ; upon the articles of the Chriftian 
faith, as comprehended in the Apoftles and Nicene creeds.’ 

‘Thefe letures are to confift of eight fermons, to be continued 
every year by a different le€turer, and’ to be ye within 
two months after they are preached. 

As the Kiflingbury eftate is a nurfery for poets at Cam- 
bridge, this Lecture will be a nurfery for orthodox divines at 
Oxford. It will call forth their abilities, and produce many 
elaborate volumes in confutation of heretics, in defence of 
the fathers *, &c.. The articles of faith, which the lecturer 
is to maintain, are already prefcribed. He can be. tio So- 
cinian, Pelagian, Arian, Semi-arian, or heretic of any other 
denomination. And he will certainly produce_innumerable 
arguments in fupport of his thefis: for, as Hudibras fays,.. 


What makes all doétrjnes plain and clear ?— 
About two hundred pounds a year +. 


There is however one circumftance in the will, which is 


much to be regretted; and that is, the time limited for the 
publication of the lectures. When the pious John Bampton 


fixed upon two months, alas! he had totally forgotten the 


wife and prudent advice of the poet, ‘ Nonum prematur in 
annum.’ 
In this courfe of le€tures the author fets out with a general 


vindication of the claim, which the gofpel makes to the title 


of truth, by arguments deduced from the nature and intrinfic 
excellence of its doétrines. 

In this difcourfe there are certainly many juft obfervations ; 
but the following paflages feem to be either obfcure, or con- 
trovertible. | 


* {t is more than probable, that God did not leave our firft 
parent ina ftate of darknefs and uncertainty, expofed to all the 
miferies, which {pring from ignorance and error ; but originally 
gave him fome rule of life, difcovered to him by immediate re- 





* An arduous task. See Taylor’s Obfervations on Mr, Gibbon’s 
Hitt. p. 8398. Daillé, James, &c, 

_ T Had. part iii. cafto 1. : he 
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velation all the PRREAY truths of what 18, , called natural res 
ligion.” 


Does ‘noti.eur-. <ealies here ed natural and. Sevediad 
religion? By, nateral,,religion ,4s..meant, that knowlege, ve- 
negation, and love of ,God, and.the, practice of, thofe duties. 
tohim, .our fellow-cxeatures, and.ourfelves, which; are, dif- 
coverable bythe right exercife.of, our faculties, on confidering 
the nature and perfe@tions of God,» and our relation to him, 
and to one another. By revealed religion is meant;, natural 
religion explained, enlarged, -and enforced, by the exprefs de- 
clarations of God himfelf, communicated to. mankind. by his 
prophets, or,infpired teachers. According to our author’s. re- 
prefentation, Adam had no notion of, natural. religion ;,.< all 
the neceflary truths’ of what is called by that name, being, 
he fays, ‘ difeovered to him by, émmediate revelation.’ Tf. this. 


_was the cafe, what idea can we, form.of that late of . per- 


fégtion in: which, divines tell .us, our.firft parent was, created ? 
and:what thallwe fay of St. Paul, who afferts, Rom. i. 19, 20, 
li-ok4, 15. that the light of nature is fufficient to. teach,men. 
the moft important, part of their duty ? 


-* That the divine: interpofition, fays. our ll ane is: not con-' 
trary. to our natural notions, is evident froma common opinion, 
which prevailed in,all ages and countries, that their founders and 
legiflators had conferences with, and teceived inftru@tions from, 
fome {uperior being.’ 


‘Av attempt'to prove, that a divine interpofition is agree- 
ablé to’ ont hatural notions, ‘from the prevalence of hés and: 
impoltures, | cannct, ‘we apprehend, do any fervice ‘to Chrify 
tianity. it 

Our huthor is'a ftrenuous advocate for the do@rite of typess! 
in a very extenfive fenfe. 


‘Every par ty he fays, of the ritual worthip, bore an em- 
blematical relation to. the {pinitual oné, which was to fucceed 
it.’ — 


It has-been, obferved bya. writer, whofe name we. forget, 
that every, nail.in, the temple was typical. An. excellént rea- 
foner {peaks of this notion in the following terms : 


' £ Dhus-amuche concerning types. and typical) reafonings. I 
concern not myfelf with what, the ancients have.in fact, faid, 
nor-with: their metheds:of arguing. : Had they defigned to have 
expofed,. Chriflianity:to th¢ common fcorn of. all its adv erfaries, 
i know_not how they could more effectually have done it, than 
by making types, and pro shecies of every thing- If Chriffians 
will perfilt in fach’ ethos of teafoning, and’ will defend fuch 
wild arguings as the word of God; i ‘fhalt not Wonder, ‘if 
‘ «| Atheitts 
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Atheuts and Deifts,~ {coff at their credulity,.and rejed that which 
is fifpported-by manifeft-folly.and abfurdity,” Sykes on the 
Chriftiany Réligion, chap, 12. 

*In'the ‘fecond lecture’ the author endeavours to eftablifh the 
tritth «and authority of the fcriptures from external evidence, 
viz. their antiquity, the teftimony of heretics, the fuffrages 
of ‘profeffed enémies, the harmony and ¢orrefpondence of the 


{criptufés, their wonderful prefervation, the miracles per- , 


formed ‘by the firft’ preachers of Chriftianity, ” the accomplifh- 
ment of prophecies, &c. 

In the third, he purfues the argument from ‘imnhery, and 
lays a particular ftrefs on types and, fymbols. Thus he fays, 
‘ Noah being typical of our Saviour, and the deluge of 


baptifm, the’ bleflings contained in the covenant made with _ 
him, in confequence of the flood, are likewife typical of 


the bleffings promifed by the evangelical covenant, in con- 
fequence of’ our fpiritual regeneration by the waters of bap- 


tifm. .. The analogy berween the remiffion of debts'in the - 


Jubilee, ‘and the remiffion of fins under the gofpel covenant, 
is obvious to every underftanding ; and the releafe of all flaves, 
the total ceffation of the toil and- labour of agriculture, and 
the reftoration of every man to his poffeflions, tribe, and fa- 
mily, were plainly fymbolical of that acceptable year of the 
Lord, wherein man-was to be delivered from the fervitude he 
was held under by fin and fatan, and reftored to-all the bleffings 
which had been loft by the fall.’ 

. In the fourth fermon, purfving the fame train of reafoning, 
he tells us, that the firft emblematical notice given of a fu- 
ture redemption, was undoubtedly by the:inftitution of fa- 
crifices ; that. God’s acceptance of them. was .a facramental 
fign and pledge of his reconciliation:to man through faith in 
Him, the anticipating and retroactive virtue of whofe blood 
Ww ould extend the benefits of falvation through all ages; that 
the form of impofition of hands and contaiien of fins, as 
ufed in all facrifices, was very expreflive of transferring the 
fins confefled upon the victim, and devoting itto bear the pu- 
nifhment of them; that the incenfe offered and the blood 
fprinkled were fymbols of Chrift’s prefenting himfelf with his 
blood in the heavens; exhibiting, in the prefence of God, the 
merits of his fufferings ; that his fufferings were vicarious, and 
his blood piacular, &c. 

The union of the divine and human nature in the perfon 
of Chrift is ‘the fubject of the fifth leGture. In. order to! af- 
certain the divinity of our Saviour, he endeavours to prove 
his temporal and .eternal pre-exiitence, —His firft argument, 
in proof of this. point, is perfectly. new ; ‘1 thall.content-.my- 
| P 4 felf, 
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felf, he fays, with quoting a few plain paflages, which have 
a genéral reference to this doctrine, Thus, from Obrift’s faya 
ing to his tle ‘¢ as my father hath fent me, fo. fend I 
you,” we may fairly ixfer, that he, as well as the apoftles, had 
a being before he had his miffion.” 

If by this “text the author means to prove < our Saviour’s ex- 
iftence before his incarnation, he has. miffed. his aim. moft 
egregioufly! The expreflion can only. prove,, that our Saviour 
exifted before the commencement of his public miniftry. 

The fixth difcourfe is an illuftration of this text: * There 
mutt be heréfies among you,’ 1 Cor. xi, 19, 

Some of the primitive fathers and ecclefiaftical writers, in, 
the warmth of their zeal, afcribed all herefies and fchifms 
to the artifices of the devil, Our author loudly joins in the 
ery. 

‘ To effect his purpofe, fays he, the enemy of mankind~-ha$ 
never failed finding proper initruments among ‘theignorant, the: 

vain, the ambitious, and the contentious. When churches in- 
deed are guilty of ‘fuperftition and idolatry, or any other. carr 
ruption either in faith or practice ; fo far from endeavouring or 
wifhing to difunite them by diverfities of opinions, he will by all 
poffible means ftrengthen the bands of their union in his in- 
tereft, keep them firmly and fteadily attached to theif corrup- 
tions. On the contrary, the nearer a church approaches in its 
doctrine and Worflip to ancient and primitive purity, the more 
he exerts every nerve, and employs _ all his fubulty and malig- 


nity to weaken and difgrace 1 it by contentions and divifions, if not 
againft faith yet againit charity.’ 


Upon reading the former part of this quotation, where we 
are told, that when a church is corrupt, the devil will 
* ftrengthen the bands of its union,’ who would imagine, that 
our author would acknowlege the exiftence of any of thefe 
diabolical operations, herefies and fchifms, in the church of 
Rome? Yet fo it is, in the fame difccurfe he fpeaks of its in- 
ternal divifions in thefe terms: * Let this pretended patron of 
union and concord recollect the bitter and fierce contentions, 
that have been among its members, about the depofing»power, 
the perfonal infallibility of the pope, the authority of general 
councils, the immaculate conception, and various other doc- 
trines; Thomifts, Scotifts, Occamifts; Dominicans, Fran- 
cifcans, Janfenifts, Molinifts, and Jefuits, all againt each 
other, nay council againit. council, and pope againft pope.’ 

Here the devil, we find, has been -as aétive'in fomentin 
difcord,’as in any reformed church whatever : * he has,’ to ufe 
our orator’s emphatical words, * exerted every nerve, and em- 

ployed all his fubtilty and a malignity. te weaken and difgvace 
that 
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that church “by*conténtions and divifions.” “Either therefore 
the church of Rome * approaches in its doétrine and worfhip 
to ancient ‘and primitive purity,” or our author’s reprefentation 
of the‘craft'and malignity of the devil is chimerical and erro- 
neous. Which is the cafe, we leave the author to deter. 
mine.. 

The defign of the feventh lefture is to fhew, that the 
fcriptures are the only rule of faith, the fole and infallible 
judge in all doubts and controverfies ; and that it is abfurd to 
have recourfe to miracles of a later date, to traditions, and 
pretended infallible guides. 

In-the foregoing difcourfes our author having treated of what 
he apprehends to be the chief fundamental points, contained in 
the fpeculative part of our religion, in his concluding: fermon 
confiders that evangelical righteoufnefs, to which alone our Sa- 
viour has annexed the reward of eternal happinefs. 


Here, we apprehend, he mifreprefents fome points of doc- 
trine. For inftance : 


‘ When falvation, he fays, is afcribed to God’s free graee, 
we ought to conclude, that our own endeavours are fuppofed to co- 
operate with it.’— 
















































Salvation by grace, in St. Paul’s Epiftles, means that fal- 
vation, which was propofed to mankind through the gofpel, 
by the free bounty and benevolence of the Deity, without re- 
gard to any prior obedience. Our author’s notion of free grace 
is contradictory ; at leait, it is not the doctrire of St. Paul. 

‘ When we are faid to be juitified through faith, he tells 
us, we fhould underftand fuch a faith, as is productive of good 
works,’-—'This is not always true. Juftification by faith in 

the Epiftles of St, Paul, generally means an admiffion into a 
ftate of pardon, favour, and acceptance under the gofpel, 
through a belief in the Meffiah, without including the idea 
of works. —St. James, when he {peaks of our fzal juitification, 
ufes a different language, and fays, ‘ By works a man is juf- 
tified, and not by. faith only.? Our author does not feem to 
enter, into the notion of this two-fold falvation and juftifi- 
cation, which alone can render many paflages in the apeftoli- 
cal epiftles intelligible and confiftent. 

To this courfe of letures is added a difcourfe on the fol- 
lowing paflage in St. Paul’s Epiitle to the Romans, *‘ I have 
great heavinefs and continual forrow in my heart. For IT 
could with that myfelf were accurfed from Chritt for my bre: 
thren,’. ch. 1x. 2, 3 

‘The author throws thefe words, WUXOUNY YP AUTOS sym EwerE 
IAN YR OHO TR Xgise, into a parenthefis, in this manner: ie I 
ve 
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have great heavinefs and continual forrow in my heart. (for I. 
myfelf likewife once was an excommunicate outcatt from Chrift) 
on account of my brethren, my kinfmen. according to the 
fieth."—The word NUILOLANV he thinks, is not potential, that 
is, has not the leaft idea of a with annexed to it, buat barely 
denotes fomething, which the apoftle had formerly done. 
Thus Homer, he obferves, frequently ufes the word : dios wats 
MUXETO E1veL ¢ ‘ He gloried in being,’ or * he profefied that he 
was,’ or fimply, ‘ he was the fon of Jupiter.’ 

This explication would have been fomething more fatis- 
factory, if evxouai had ever been uled pfeouafieally by St. Paul. 
We have. the word in feveral parts.of his Epiftles : Evéaseny, tr. 
I «ould to God, “A&ts xxvi. 29. . Huxovro, they wifbed for the 
day, Aéts xxvii. 29. Evxouebay, me wifh, 2.Cor. xills g. Eu- 
xouxt, I pray to God, v. 7, &c... This objeftion, we: con-, 
fels, is of no great force: we therefore lay no ftrefs upon it. 

Mr. Keeling, in ‘a fermon printed in the year 1766 *,. en- 

déavours to explain this paflage by a different mode of inter- 
pretation, thus: ‘ I myfelf could with to be accurfed or {e- 
parated from Chrift; or, according to the fcripture expreffion 
a little before, to be delivered Gp, in the fame manner, or 
degree, that Chrift wa s accurfed from God for a time, if 
this could be effectual to the falvation:ef my brethren.’ 
In favour of Mr. Keeling’s Si fesnee it ‘may be ob- 
ferved, that the following exorefiions of cur Saviour might 
pofibly fuggeft this hyperbolical declaration of St. Paul »* The 
good thepherd giveth his life for the fheep. “Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends.” Joh. x. 11. xv. 13. — Dr. Bandinel’s however is‘cer- 
tainly an ingenious and a happy conjecture. 





Thoughts on the Nature of the Grand Apoftacy. ‘With eeeorines 
and Obfervatious on the Fifteenth Chapter of Mr. Gibbon’s 
Hiftory, Sc. By Henry Taylor, Refer of Crawley, and 
Vicar of Portimouth ix Hants. 8v0. 35. 6d. Johnfon. 


: Me ANY ecclefiaftical writers, from the firft to the eighteenth 


century, have recorded a multitude of impudent’ for- 
geries, and ‘abominable lie es, under: the’'name of vifions and 
miracles; and have givenus their own errors and groundlefs 
conceits, asthe.docinmes of the gofpel. \Writers.of a later date, 
who have not been much acquaintedwith the f{criptures, have 


‘ 
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taken their ideas of our religion, from thefe mifreprefentations. 
For example: they have adopted the notions of Calvin, con- 
cerning original fin, irrefiftible grace, and predeftination, and 
confidered them as the documents of St. Paul. Under this 
deception, they have abufed and in ulted the facred writers, 
and defpifed. Chriftianity, itfelf, for ebfurdities, which have 
no exiftence.in the fcriptures. Probably indeed, in a lucid 
interval of good humour, they have perceived and acknow- 
Jeged fomething great. and wonderful. in the Chriftian re- 
ligion; but liaving po juft idea ofits genuine doétrines, and 
fixing their attenttyn upon fome paflages. which have been 
groisly perverted, they have, with an unpardonable duplicity, 
employed their wit, when they fhould have ufed their under- 
ftanding, and told us, that the apoftles nod, when it is only 
they themfelves that dream. 

The excellent author of this tract, in his preface, thus hu- 
moroufly apologizes for thofe writers, who treat any of the 
doétrines of Chriftianity with, an air of ridicule. 

Whatever: fome people. may think, a fneer, he fays, has 
many ufes, : 


‘ I fhali mention a few of them for general information. 

‘ 1. A {neer wiil entertain the reader, put him in a good hu- 
mour, and conciliate him to the fide of the fneerer. 

‘ 2. It. i§ better adapted to the apprehenfien of the gene- 
rality of writers, as well as readers, than more folid reafoning. 

‘ 3, It is of admirable ule in evading the force of an argu« 
ment, which the fneerer is unable to anfwer; by leading the 
reader away from the precife ftate of the queftion ; and, in fhort, 
it ferves not only to conceal a thoufand imperfetions, but, as 
Sancho Panfa fays of fleep, 1t covers the fneerer all over, like 
a cloak—thoughts and all; by which means he lies as fecure 
and f{nug from all poffibility of an attack, asa fcuttle fifh under a 
cloud of its own making.’ 


It has been obferved, that fneers can have no place in an 
hiftorical narration. 


‘ But, fays our author, can the judicious Dr. John Moore, or 
any other fenfible proteftant, avoid, {neering at the hitlorical nar- 
ration of the wonderful travels of the houfe of Loretto, or many 
other parts of hiftory he meets with in the. Roman legends, 
though ever fo gravely related ?-Or can any man be convinced 
of their abfurdity by reafon and argument? No certainly ; no- 
thing but a fneer. can avail on; fuch fubjects. A papi may tell 
us witha grave face, that he faw the.devil upon a cow’s back ; 
and that Eutychius fet.a.bear to bring home the fheep of the 
monattery. : But what protefiant can help {neering at the FIRM 
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consistency of their faith, who are expected to believe fuch 


fiories, and the impudence of thofe faints, who invented them ?’... 
—‘ I would farther obferve, that we frequently give the fneerer 


too much credit; for that many things which we lcok upon as. 


fneers, are nothing better than miftakcs and errors of judgment. 
Witnefs the three Creeds, that are held by Mr. jenyns, ‘ft ertul- 
lian, and.Mr. Gibbon. Firft, the ingenious Mr. Soame Jenyns 
argues, that a feeming impofbility may be a mark of truth; 
and he believes, becaufe it teens to be impoffibles Then.comes 


the great Tertullian, who leaves Mr. Jenyns,a little.way behind, _ 


and he believes, not becaufe it feems to be imgoiiible, but becaufe 
it actually is -fo. ae 

* The. third extraordinary. believer is Mr. Gibbon ; and he 
informs us, that the revolution of feventeen centuries hath fhewn 
us, that an event toretold by the apoftles 1s contrary to-expe- 
rience, and an error; and we muit net prefs too clofely the 
my fte:ious language of prophecy and revelation: and yet he de- 
Satie Chriftianity to be a divine revelation, and a genuine reve- 
Jation, fitted to infpire the moft rational conviction. 

-* Now who would not imagine all this to be a fneer and a 
bam ? Cana man poflibly believe a religion becaufe it feems to be 
mmpoflible, or becaufe it’ really 1s fo? or that a lying prophecy 
can be a divine revelation,, and fitly adapted to infpire a rational 
conviction ?—-And yet in truth there ts neither fneer nor defign 
in all this.’ It is the honeit truth, rhe true hiftory,. the exagé 
defcription of what thefe philofophers fancy that they feel in their 
own minds, Mr, Jenyns manifeftly underttands Yertullian to be 
in earneft; and he certainly is fo himfelf, and very fanguine 
rpon the fubject, or le would not have been fo piqued at the fu- 
periority of Tertullian’s faith in compariion with bis own, as to 
forget hisufual polienefs, and be guilty of fuch a folecifm in 
good breeding againit fo great a man, as to call him a mad en- 
thufiaft. This is the very ftyle of bigotry, and deferves no other 
anfwer than, Bona verba quefo! 

-* Indeed there is not the leaf appearance, in either of thefe 
three-confeflions, of any thing that difcovers levity or fneer ; or 
tranfgreffes the boundary of what 1s folemn, grave, and dull, 
Mr. Gibbon feems as ferious as Mr. Jenyns, though not fo 
warm : he confiders the faith of Tertullian with a temper devoid 
of jeatcufy, and endeavours to defend him, and all the ancients 
with him, in a candid manner; for he lays it down as_a fact to 
argue trom, that the fuith of the ancients was of a more FIRM 
consistence than the doubrful and imperfect faith of the mo- 
derns. {tis an ingenious conjecture, and would do.wonders, if 
it could ftand a fair examination; but Mr. Gibben has unfortu- 
rately miftaken the nature of the Chriftian faith, the perfection 
of which does not confift, as he here fuppofes, in delivering over, 
without hefitation, to eternal torments the far greater, part of the. 
human fpecies, nor in believing every thing that is offered to 
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our acceptance; but in believing the truth, and rejecting the 
falfhood : ‘for when Tertullian tells us the ftory of a veftal virgin 
carrying water in a fieve, and that the ftarues of Caftor and Pollux 
brought the firft news to Rome of the’ victory over Perfeus ; it is 
fo’ far from exhibiting a meritorious faith, that it difcovers a 
weak and culpable credulity. ~The true genuine faith of a Chrif- 
tian is founded upon rational evidence, and will reach no farther 
than fuch evidence will juitify. Contradictions, abfurdities, and 
impofibilities, are not its objects.’ — , . 
—‘ As, In the cafe of thefe creeds, we are apt to imagine a 
f{neer was intended, when upon examination we find nothing more 
than an innocent confufion of ideas, and error of judgment, 
arifing from the chaos of a heated iinagination, ‘or perhaps too 
much learning; fo, at other times we deccive ourfelves with the 
apprehenfion of a fnecr, when upon examination we find only a 
defect of memory, to which the beft of men ‘are fometimes 1* 
able. In both thefe cafes the fufpicion of a fneer is "groundlefs, 
and arifes from our own inattention, in not confidering how very 
defective in judgment or memory men may fometimes be; which 
defect, when we meet with to any great degree, in thofe who ge- 
nerally {peak the words of truth and fobetheis, we rathly conclude 
that they are not in earneft, and mitake their imperfeétions for 
{neer and wit. But in this we are guilty of a very great injuftice: 
for as mankind is undeniably the moit nonfenfical of all God Al- 
mighty’s creatures, no man can havea right to fet bounds to an- 
other man’s nonfenfe.—Every one fhould be contented wirh his 
own fhare ; and if Providence has vouchfafed to our neighbour 
fuch an abundance of it, that he can’ digeft contradjétions bet- 
ter than we can, it fhould not be the object of our envy, but of 
our admiration, : 
« When bifhop Bull is {peaking of Tertullian, he tells us, that 
he did not care what he faid of God, if he did but anfwer his 
adverfary.—This to be fure was extremely wrong, aid highly 
to be blamed. But it is a very different thing when philofo- 
phers, in the heat of their metal, in the purfuit of truth, or 
fame, fhall happen to forget, and by that means contradict, what 
they have juft before faid. And this is fill more exeufable, 
when it is the effect of zeal in fuch young converts as have juft 
taken up a new religion, and difcarded an old one ; for here it 
may be in a manner expeéted, that fome fpice of the old leaven 
may be as difficult to fhake off as was the poifoned fhirt of Her- 
cules ; and this ‘obfervation is confirmed by Ovid, who informs 
us, that the heart of Daphne continued to beat as ufual, even 
when fhe was changed in all outward appearance: Sentit adhuc 
trepidare novo fub cortice pectus. And as this is the cafe, we 
ought in juftice to excufe Dr. Maclaine, in having read two- 
thirds of Mr. Jenyns, before he found, what he calls, the ftrange 
things in it, to be meant in earneft. And I mutt confefs, I did 
not fee the trim of Mr. Gibbon, till I had read him more than 
once: ahd at length I found, or feemed to find, fufficient reafon 
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to acquit him. of any evil defign againft the truth, and. ra- 
ther- to confider: him as being in a. ftate of doubt and uncer- 
tainty, upon meeting with difficulties which he could “not ex- 
plain, and wavering in his opinions, like: a wave in the fea, 
driven with the wind, and tofied, James i, 6..-Or. perhaps he 
may be more properly compared, in the words of the Pfalmift, 
to the mariners them({elves in a ere ; ‘they reel to and fro, 
and ftagger like a drunken man, and are at their wit’s end,’— 

..*. Away then with the idle notion of infidelity and {neers, — If 
thefe philoiophers believe Chriftianity, as they declare they do, 
they are Chriftians, by whatever accident it has happened, and 
whatever degree they may occupy. in the fcale of faith, from the 
burning tothe freezing point. .Andif they have aétually found 
it neceflary to difcard their reafon, in order to make room for 
their faith ; is.it not moft unreafonable and unjuft in their adver- 
faries, merely upon that-account,, to; call in queflion \their title 
to the name of Chriitian, which,they have purchafed at fo ‘dear 
a price ?.And upon what preteneg ? Have they not forfome time 
figured, in the world as the defenders: of our faith? and with as 

eat an eclat as any of the mof Chrifian, moft,Faithful, or 
moft-Catholic princes in Europe ?---Have they not conicientioufly 
followed the example of the Roman church, both in the rathnefs 
and fuddennefs of their judgment, as well as in the -uncertainty 
of their determinations? If any of their adverfaries are fo bold 
as'to' deny this, we appeal to fact: let them be confounded and 
put, to fhame, by the following undeniable teftimony of Mel- 
chior Canus, the learned bifhop of the Canaries. <4, Jt is ufual, 
believe me,. fays he, for all the judges of the church, when 
they publifh their decrees; to be driven on bya certain. rafhnefs 
and fuddennefs of judgment, as by a wind; fo that,nothing can 
be looked upon;as, folid, grave, .or certain.” 

_. * { pretend not to judge whether this be the haven where thefe 
defenders.of the faith would be; but,(to {peak without the figure) 
it is the flate t9:-which their arguments tend to reduce. revelation : 
and it muft be.owned, even.by their adverfaries, that they have 
not only.diligently followed the example of all the judges ‘of the 
church ; but-been driven on like them as by a fquall of wind, 
and anchored .at lait. in thé very-dame port; in the fairy-land . 
of legendary romance, confufion,: and uncertainty... .A ad what 
_modett. man, will dare to oppofe himfelf to fuch a refpeétable> au- 
thority as that.of Melchior Canus,;bifhop of the Canaries, and 
vall.the judges.of the Roman church ?? ; 

Mr. Gibbon’ having fpecified: five caufes, as favouring the 
-rapid ‘progrefs of ‘ Chriftianity, our author confiders thefe 
“caufes ; and obferves, that the learned hiftorian has not once 

attempted to prove, thateany of them affifted the sth of the 
~Chriftian religion ; but. merely, that they favoured. the rapid 
progrefs of the, church, as a fociety or party, without any 
egxamination into the truth of the prineiples they profeffed to 
| be. 
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believes or whether they believed them, er not: whereas th. 
progréfs of the truth, or the means, whereby the Chriftian 


faith obtained {o remarkable a vitory over the eftablithed re- 


ligions‘of the earth, had been before accounted for by Mr. 
Gibbon fatisfactorily, * from the convincing evidence of the 
doérine itfelf, and the ruling Apart cs of its author,’ with- 
out ahy of thefe fecondary caules. 

* The firft caufe, which he fpecifies, is the.inflexible, or, as 
he aftérwards calls it, the exclufive, zeal. of the Chriftians. 
But how, fays this writer, an exclufive or inflexible zeal could 
ferve the caufe of truth more than that of falfhood, and bring 
men intp the Chriftian, church, rather than keep them out of 
it, is not eafy to conceive. 

The fecond caufe, alleged by Mr, Gibbon, is the imnediate 
expé@ation of another world, or a future ftate. 
~~ “Buthow, replies Mr. Taylor, can this. principle affift the 
truth of Chriftianity, ‘when’ it*is itfelf the tonfequence of our 
believing the truth of Chriftianity? Can it be both the caufé 
and éffe? as in the old mbonkith riddle, M. ater me peperit ; 
pario mox filia matrem ! T° 

The third caufe is the miraculous powers afcribed to * the 

Chriffian church. 
. "This, fays our author, is fo far from proving the truth.of 
Chrifianity, that the very doftrines, which the fathers en- 
deavour to eftabjifh by their pretended miracles,.fuch as.the 
worfhip of the faints and’ reliques, recoil upon the monkifh 
fathers themfelves, and prove, that their teitimony is not to 
be credited, and that their pretended miracles cannot be aur 
thenticated by any evidence, that can be depended upon, 

The fourth caufe‘is the praCtice of Chriftian virtues, 

But, as our author obferves, when Mr. Gibbon comes to 
this fabje€&t, we find not a fingle virtue mentioned, nor an 
thing fpecified, but inftances of weaknefs and fnperftition, 
tending to corrupt the true principles of Chriftianity. 

The fifth caufe is the union and difcipline of the Chriftian 
republic. 

But, fays this writer, when we confider, how the power 
arifing from the union of. the churches, or. the conftitution.of 
the primitive church, was ufed in Afia by the councils, in 
eftablifhing idolatry, and perfecuting both orthodox and he- 
retics,-and driving the members of the church into Arabia and 
other countries for fafety; and afterwards, how it was uféd 
in Europe, in defending the idolatry eftablifthed by the “Afi- 
atics, and wading through feas of blood to eftablith the fanie 
errors, it muft be confeffed,. that inftead of aflifting the rath, 
or even the rapid progrefs of Chriftianity, confidered merely 
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as a fociety, it-has been the great hinderance to. both; and 
the whole proteftant church has been obliged to feparate from 
the church of Rome, merely upon account of the many er- 
rors fhe received from Afia, and to break that union, rather 


‘than to continue to join in the fame abominations. 


‘Tn this manner our author fhews, that the caufes,. fpecified 


‘by Mr. Gibbon, fo far from anfwering the purpofe he has affign- 


ed, prevented, either jointly or feparately, not only the purity 
of the Chriftian faith, but its univerfality ; and that the king- 
dom of God and his church will not prevail over all, till the 
very exiftence of thofe caufes fhall ceafe, which firft produced 
the apoftacy. 

To thefe obfervations the author has annexed three dif- 
fertations. ‘The firft on the paroufias of Chriff, 

Dr. Hammond and fome other writers fuppofe a threefold 
coming of Clift, one at his birth, another at the de- 
firuction of the Jewith polity, and a third at the day af 
judgement. - 

Our author, on the other hand, maintains, a the fecond, 
or middle, paroufia is no fcripture doétrine. 

The prophet Daniel, he obferves, {peaks of no more than 
two paroufias of Chrift: ‘the one in the prophecy of the feventy 
weeks, Ch. ix. 26. when the Meffiah fhall come, and-be cut 
of; and the other when he fhall come in the clouds of heaven, 
ch. vii. 14. 

Neither Chrift himfelf, he fays, nor any of his apoftles, 
fpeak of the deftruction of Jerufalem as a paroufia of Chrift, 
On the contrary, he repeatedly declared, that he was not to 
be expected at that time ; and that when he fhould come, his © 

refence would not be a fecret, but known to all the world. 

He adds: 


¢ Allowing that fuch words as eyys near, nyhus is Come nears 
&c. are.often ufed by the apoftles, when fpeaking of Chr. ft’s pa- 
roufia, yet it muft be confeffed, that they are alfo ufed concern- 
ing things at a great diftance, efpecially i in prophecy : as.in this 
‘paffage i in the Revelation of St. John: ‘* The Revelation of Je- 
fus Chrift, which God gave unto him, to fhew unto his fervants 
things which muft fhortly (e sae) come to pafs ;” yet fome. of 
thefe things, we are affured by the ipropnet humichr, ' were at More 
than a thoufand years diflanec.’ 


From this, and feveral other texts. of {cripture, which he 
produces, it is reafonable, he thinks, to conclude, that the 
facred writers meant nothing more by fuch expreflions, than 
our divines do, when they remind men of the near approach 
of that time, when they fhall appear before the judgement 
feat 
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feat of Chrift; by which every one uhderftands them to mean 
the fhort duration of human life. 

_ When, our Saviour fays, ‘ There be fome. ftanding here, 

who fhall not tafte of death, till they fee the fon of man 


coming in his kingdom,’ it maybe faid, that -he alludes to . 


the deftruction of Jerufalem. But our author. fuppofes, that 
he refers to his transfiguration.. And to corroborate this opi- 
nion, he remarks, that both Matthew and Luke have the fame 
various reading, sy TH dog, in his glory, that is, in the Shechi- 
hah, as he appeared i in the Old ‘Teftament.- ‘That this is the 
true reading {¢ems, he thinks, to be confirmed by his atual 
appearance in Schechinah a. few days after to Peter, James, 
and John, the hiftory of which immediately follows..in all the 
three evangelifts. 

Phe f ubjeet of the fecond differtation i is the Millennium : or 
a thonfand years reign of Chriit upon earth, preceded by, the 
conyerfion of, the Jews.; when the, fubjetts of his kingdom 
fhall live according to’ the precepts of the gofpel, and — will 
of God be done on’ earth, ’as‘it is ‘in heayen.’ 

The third differtation confilts of fome ingenious obieditnit 
and.inferences, in favour of diyine reyelation, from the pre- 
fentvexiftence of the Jews, and. the propagation of the know- 
lege of the true God over a great part of the globe, which 
were both foretold before thefe events, and are at prefent in- 
conteftible fatts.. 

This piece is the produgtion of the late Mr. Wavell, rector 
of St. Maurice, in’Winchefter. ; 
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‘POREIGN ARTICLES. 


“Mémoire fur les Enfans Trouvés ; préfenté & MM. les Protureurs du 
Pays dé Provence, par les Resear del Hopital Général de S. Jaques 
da Aix. 4to. Aix. 


AS this excellent memoir was extorted by neceflity, and diétated 
by humanity to good fenfe, and as it treats of a fubject highly 
interefting to every nation in a certain ftage of refinement, luxury, 
and corruption, we fhall give a longer extra& of it, than we fhould 
chufe to give of more bulky and lefs nfeful publications. 

The geutlemen entrufted with the adminiftration of the General 

-Hofpital of Aix, had obferved with concern, the horrible degree to 
which the mortality of foundlings in Provence, and’ particularly at 
Aix, had rifen ; efpecially in the year 1776, when, out of one hundred 
and fifteen foundlings carried to their Hofpital, not Jefs than one hun- 
dred and three had died within one year. 

By this thocking obfervation they were induced to trace the caufes, 
and to propofe the remedies of that evil publicly ;-to ftate the cafe 
to'the public, and to requeft its charitable affiftance, - 
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Thy impute the misfortune to three main caufes; tothe difeafes 
by which fuch children are liable to be attacked from their births ; 
to the unhealthinefs and bad diet of the place where they. are kept 
till proper hurfes can be procured for them ; and to the Rarcity of 
fuch nurfes. 

Of thefe three caufes, the firft operates on the unhealthinefs and 
mortality of foundlings in all countries, in general ; the two latter 
cannot but increafe that mortality, likewife, wherever they take 
place ; but it is chiefly to them, that the exceflive mortality of ‘the 
unfortunate foundlings carried to the Hofpital of Aix 1s to*be 
attributed., © | ay G2 : pes 

From continual experience it appears indeed, that whatever care 
may be taken of ‘new-born children, moft of them muft inevitably 
perifh, whenever agreat number are crouded together in the fame 
places; fo hurtful are their emanations, and that uncleanlinefs 
which is natural and inevitable in. infancy. — : 

The want of proper nurfes inthe Hofpital of Aix:arifes from their 
-inadequate wages, and from their well-grounded fears of being in- 
feéted with fome venereal difeafe by the nurfelings. 

The remedies propofed by the author of this memoir ares to pro- 
cure to foundlings, dry nurfes only; to rear them by hand, by 
fubttituting to woman’s milk ‘fome other milk or proper aliment 
an expedient very: generally and fuccefsfully ufed in Ruffia, Deny 
mark, Great Britain, Ireland, Germany, and efpectally in Swabia, 
and Franconia, and’ in Swifferland ; ‘and not to keep numbers of 
children crowded in hofpitals, but to difperfe them in country vil- 
Pare: where fufficient numbers of fit dry nurfes might always be 

ound, =. : 

But in order to preferve foundlings, and to render them ufeful 
members of the ftate, proper care muft be taken to initiate and 
habituate them early to indufiry and good morals. Now, though 
there are country people in eafy circumftances, induftrious,and hu- 
mane enough to give to foundlings, entruftedto their care, the fame 
education as to their own children’; and though there are alfo vir- 
tious curates, charitable enoughto watch over thole that-are reared 
in their refpective parifhes ; yet there are alfo many crying abufes: 
children ‘abfolutely ftarving, difputing their food with hogs ; 
forced not only'to fubfift themfelves, but their cruel and lazy nurfes 
too, by begging in the villages and roads, and feverely abuled when 
they happen not to receive alms for their ufe. Some of thefe 
nurfés procure as many children as they can, and then fell 
them ; one, among others of Noyers, found means to procure 
thirteen children from: different. hofpitals; who fhut them up at 
night in a ftable, and fold fuch as were above feven years of age, at 
the rate of fifteen to eighteen livres a head ! 

The only means for preventing fach execrable exceffes, are in- 
ceflant cares, vifits, enquiries, and even encouragements on the 
fide of the adminiftrators; who, however humane or zealous in 
the caufe of humanity, can, on account of their own circumftances, 
feldom afford’ to bear all the expence and trouble at their own 


' charge. 


Such: were the circumftances and motives which induced the ad- 
miniftrators of the Hofpital of Aix to apply to the faculty of phy- 
fic at Paris; to thé nobility and clergy of Provence, and even tothe 

government of France. The former immediately favoured them 
with the moft ample and beft-informations for the prefervation of 
_ the health of the poor children : it is to be hoped that. the latter 


q will 
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will likewife aé&t up’ to their duty and interefts ; and that the cala- 
mities fuffered by the objeéts of one charitable inftitution, will raife 
a {pirit and zeal for preventing the recurrence of the like fufferings . 
in many others. 





Defeription de la Lorraine et du Barroisy Ge. par M. Durival, &r. 
| 2 Vols. Nancy. 
(THE preface of this valuable work contains-a concife and critical 
account of ancient and modern maps, and geographical and 
political defcriptions of Lorrain; thefe are fucceeded by :a -thore 
hiftory of that country and its fovereigns ;. and its general mathe- 
matical, phyficalj economical, and political defcription : thefecond 
volume exhibits the particular. geographical account. of each bailli- 
wick. ' The firft volume has been illuttrated. by. Mr, Arrivel witha 
neat fmall map; and the fecond, adorned.by. Mr. Eifen with:a» 
view of Bitfch. The, firft tolerable map of Lorrain was drawn up 
by. Gerard Mercator, in 1568.5 and the Jateft minute defcription of 
that country, is the Notice de la Lorraine, compiled by Abbe. Cals. 
met, and publithed. by his nephew and fucceffor, Dom Fangé, in 
two volumes, in felioi ’ 

Mr. Durival himfelf publithed, in 1748, an Alphabetical Table of 
all the Places in Lorrain and Bar; this table he amproved.in.1+7.53, 
with the addition of a Memoir on the State of thefe Duchies; the 
work was afterwards improved by farther addition, in the fucceflive. 
editions;in 1766, 1769, and 4770; and in 1774, by. an Ellai.d’Intro.. 
duction hiftorique. But when all thefe fucceffive labours became: 
defeétive, by the lateft royal regulations and the foundations of the 
bifhopricks of Nancy and St. Diez, he refolved on colletting his feve- 
ral former publications into the prefent work, in. which both the 
political and the geographical ftate is exhibited, fuch as it. was in. 
1779+ slga3a ¥ 
The ancient hiftory of thefe countries here, given, is fhort, but 
fuficient ; the events which were. mott interelting for them, are 
judicioufly feleéted, and drawn up from authentic authorities.. Aco 
counts of the fmaller, but fovereign .branches of the reigning fami- 
ly; of reimarkable heroes, learned men, and eminent artifts; and 
of particular laws comprifed in the fifteen volumes of the Statutes of 
Lorrain and-Bary are ikewife- interwoven. 7 | | 

But at the year i691, this-hiftory becomes fo minute as to enter: 
into feveral interefting details, not to be found. in the laft-volume of 
the Jateft. edition. of Dom. Calmet's -Hiftory .of Larrain: and the 
details of king Staniflaus’s. reign in Lorrain are ftill more full and: 
minute. 

The phyfical geography, on the contrary, is too fhort, .and unfa-: 
tisfactory. Pont 4 Mouflon and Nancy have botanical.gardéns, and 
fome men of learning and collectors. of natural and-artificial curiofi- 
ties. The corn produced by the country is sufficient to fubfitt its: 
inhabitants ; and very good harvefts fupply an exportation of about: : 
400,000 facks. The nobility have, been. ftripped. of, the fuperior 
courts of juftice, on their lands ; and, in return for the lofs of weal’ 
authority, been flattered with higher titles, of barons, counts, and 
marquifes. : Hateh | 

The number of births ¢n Lorrain and Bar, amounted in 1776, to- 
32,178: thefe are by the author multiplied by,..25, and. the total» 
number of the inhabitants of, thofe countries eftimated at 804,271" 
perfons, A national antipathy, between the twonations inhabiting? 

2 Lorrain 
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Lorrain‘and Bar, is even now fubfifting, though the hoftilities of their 
former ref{pective: fovereigns have. ceafed almoft three hundred 
years fince. Theirchief dialects. and idioms are French, Meffin or 
that of the diftri€t of Metz, Vogien, and corrupt German. The 
inhabitants are divided:among a great number of bifhopricks, viz. 
g@ ceves or Trier, Metz,°Tull, Verdun, Nancy, St. Diez, Maynz, 
Chalons, Langres, Stratburgh, sand. Befangon; and a few places, 
fuch as the ladies-abbeyof Remiremont, depend immediately on the 
pope. © The bifiopricks of Nancv and St. Diez, were eftablifhed on 
the 19th of November, 1777, and the former endowed from. the 
revenues of the primatical Chapter of Nancy, and the latter from 
thefe of the earldom of St. Diez, granted for this, purpofe by king 
Stanrflaus, thofe of: the convents of ‘Etival.and Autrey, and part of 
thefé of the abbor of Moyen Moutier. . The ecclefiattical code 
which gave rife to famous difputes with the pope, is fill in force. 
"The civil law is exceedincly various, and thereare bailliwics in thefe 
countries, in. which five or even more, different ftatutes prevail, 
befides the Roman law, The fupreme court of juftice is at Nancy, 
and has, fince 1775, been ftyled a parliament. 

The coin of Lorrain is different from that of Bar, and both from 
that of France. In 4766, the whole of.the revenues of Lorrain and 
Bar, amounted to 9,282,623 livres of Lorrain, equal to 7,186,553 
livres of France; and the expenditure to 1,647,705 livres of France, 

The univerfity was, in 1768, transferred trom Ponta Mouffon 
» fo Nancy, the capital, which has befides a royal academy of {ciences, 
. @college of phyficians, and a college or company of furgeons. Both 
- the duchies have produced many eminent painters, fculptors, and 
other artifts. © The firft painter, Peter Jacobi, lived in 1508. 

~The firft volume concludes with a lift of fairs. 

The fecond contains the. geographical deicription; with a fhort 
account of the hiftory of the chief places, and the number of their 
houfes. Nancy contained, in 1777, 29,468 perfons; and among 
thofe, not lefs than 358 monks, and 63: nuns. 


a on, . 





- Queflions Politiques. 122 Pages in OGavo. 
rpHe anonymous author.treats of the following queftions: r. 
~ Means for improving public education ?—Here he affirms that in 
the fchools of proteftant countries, youth are taught mere words 
and phrafes from the claflics ; and that the {chools of catholic coun- 
tries are beneath notice and criticifm.. . - . 

But thefe aflertions appear to us to be exaggerations. In moft 
countuies.of Europe a fpirit of improvement has arifen for thefe 
feveral years paft, and already produced feveral effential and praéi- 
cal advantages. Both in the catholic and proteftant countries of 
Germany, in particular, not only a very great namber of writers 
and teachers, but. moft governments alfo, have been afiiduoufly, 
zealoufly, and fuccefsfully intent on the improvement of public and 
private education. | : | 

. The author propofes a more general ftudy of the French language, 
and to have every object of knowledge taugiit in that as well as in 
the refpective native tongues, in order to render the French the 
univeriaf language, as it is already that of courts and of the’beau 
monde, See ’ 

2. Means for allowing liberty; to nations habituated to defpotic go- 
ernment, without any rife for the fovereign.— An interetting problem 
this, for feveral countries of Europe, and efpecially for aa 

: he 
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The author advifes, not :to declarea nation under fuch delicate cir- 
cumftances, ‘direétly, and publicly, free, but filently to indulge and 
-habituate her by’ fucceffive degrees, to the enjoyment of the advan- 
tages of liberty. GY 

3. Ow the beft means for feciring the fuccefionto fovereignty, againft 
lavwlefs and unconfiitutional ufurparions.>~Thé civil: power mult be 
fufficrently ba!lanced againft the: military power, and efpecially mo 
military officers affumed into the privy council, . 

a How far a talent for imitation, may fupply the want of invemtive 
genius in the adminifiration of government ?—=This mutt depend? on 
which that talent for imitation may happén to be attended. 4 

5. Whether it i: expedient to exclude foreigners from ail places of 
truft and power in the fate, the church, and the army? —Denied, for many 


-reafons. - ; 


6. The beft method for promoting the prefperity of a nation, fubjett 


‘tothe power of an arbitrary prince.—Firft of ally a good education 


of her future fovereign; for which our author thinks it neceflary to 
entruft the prefumptive heir with the eftablifhment and governmeht 


-of fomé townthip,' to be fetrled by him, with the affiftance of his 


tutor, by way of forming’and improving his judgment and heart ; 


then, fome-excellent practical maxims for his future government ; 


where, however, the main queftion always is, Whether the absolute 
prince wilfchufe to adopt and follow them ? 

91 Whether a great part of the now overgrown and opprefive arvies 
might not be fpared, by the conftru&ion of good fortreffes on the frontiers 
and the main paffaces into avcountry, fuppofing even that its neighbours 
would not reduce their fiamding armies in the fame proportion P= 
Affirmed by the author: but he feenisto think that the ftanding 


varmies of moft princes are folely intended’ for defence.- If that 


were ithe cafe, Spain, ‘France, and feveral other powerful fates, 


omight: furely avail themfelves of the fortunate fituation, and. the 


folid compaét ttrengrh of their countries, for reducing the numbér 
oftheir dtanding .armiés,; to the evident annual faving of many 
millions of money and for an immenfe improvement of population, 
agriculture, &c. . On ‘the other hand, we aré apt’ to confider the 
keeping up fome other difproportionaté armiés, “asa meafuré not 
of choice, but of defperate neceflity.—-To be or mot to be, is THERE 
thé queftion. . | 

8 Which are the true principles, by whith thé &gagemients and nego- 
tiations of the powers of Europe ought to be governed ?——Anf{wered by 
elementaiy. propotitidns } of which ‘thofe condernting: trade and 
commerce would, hoWever, not be entirely relithed by thefed& of 


oecohomilts. . 
a te 





_Monumeata Mattheiana ;—Vetera Monumenta, gua in Hortis Czli- 
_ montanis ef in £dibus Mathxiorum adfervantur, nunc primum in 
unum collecia et Adnotationibus illufrata a Rodotphino Venetia a 
Jo. Chriftoph. Amaduzio. 3 Volumes in folio, aith Plates. Romz, 


fumplibus Venantii Monaldini, Bibliopole. 
THE villa, gardens, and palaces; in which the celebrated antiques 
defcribed and delineated in thefe volumes, were colleéied and 
preferved, belong to the noble family of Mattei. The villa.and 
gardens were raifed by Cyriacus Mattei, between 1581, and 35363 
the palace, by his brother, Afdrubal, in 1616, on the {cite of the 
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ancient Circus Flaminius. Both brothers were affiduous collectors 
“sof all forts of antiques; and both the villa and palace have been 
celebrated in all the accounts of Rome, for the rich colleétions con- 
tained in then; though but a few drawings and plates of thefe 
“hoarded treafures were publifhed inthe Raccolta, by Spon, Mont- 
faucon, Winkelmann, and others... The news of a complete ace 
count and difplay of. the particulars of thefe collections, could not 
~ therefore but prove very acceptable to antiquaries and dilettanti. 
‘The illuftrations of the figures were undertaken by Rodolfino 
Venuti, who died in 1763, when he had fcarce finilhed his firft vo- 
lume ; and_was fucceeded in this tafk by Signor Amaduzzi, profeffor 
' of the Greek Language in the Archigymnatiam Sapientiz, at Rome. 
-. ‘The firft volume contains the flatues; the fecond, bufts, hermz, 
and relievos ; and the third other relievos and infcriptions. All 
thefe works of art are in {tone or marble ; none in metal. Few of 
the plates are wel] drawn, or elegantly engraved. . 
In a preface of 64 pages, prefixed to the fir volume, Signor 
-Amaduzzi gives a minute account of the family of the Mattei, of 
their buildings, and of the defign of his work: this account is in- 
terfperfed with many digreffions on the buildings that had former- 
ly occupied the fame {pot : oni thefe in the environs; on famous 
villas and gardensin general; and on the new Mufeum Vaticanum 
.Clementinum. 
Both the villa and the gardens of the Mattei are now greatly de- 

.@ayed : a great part of the antiques formerly contained in them 


. have been transferred to other proprietors or colleétions; efpecially 


twelve of the. finef*, ftatues, and feveral bufts and relievos to the 
_mew Mufeum Vaticanum. All thofe have, however, been exhibited 
or at leaft enumeratedin thiswork. — : 
The engravings are indifferent ; and the illuftrations liable to many 
doubts, objections, and cenfures. The firft volume. contains 106 
copper plates, exhibiting the fame number of ftatues ; and 116 pages 
of letter prefs ; the fecond volume, go copper plates, and 109 pages 
of letter prefs; and the third, 74 copper plates, and 193 pages of 
Jetter prefs; to this third volume, an Index of the infcriptions, and 
-an Index Rerum.on the. whole work, are fubjoined,.. The three 
volumes fell at Rome-for 360 paoli. 
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Extwurf einer Anweifing zur Landbaukunfl, nach cekouomifchen 
Grundjetzen ; ,or, 1 Sketch of qn IntroduGion to rural Archite@ure 
on economical Principles ; by George Henry Borheck. Part. I. awith 
6 Cuts, 8vo. Goettingen (German). 


J F the (ubjeét of this valuable treatife is I< fs brilliant than thofe ge- 
+ nerally treated by moft writers on architegture, it is however 
more generally interefting and ufeful tu the bulk of a nation ; 
as it regards, in fome degree, the wants and conveniencies of all its 
members. It is‘here treated with folidity of thought, ‘clearnefs of 
method, and in a good ftyle. 


Dei Camerti Umbri, Differtazione Apologetica Wforico-critica. vo. 

ve . — Camerino. 

'” ‘When Signor Pallota, a native of Camerino, an epifcopal city in 

“phe gcglefiaitical ftate, was raifed to the purple, his native place, 
ay en ' perhaps 
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perhaps a little too proud on this. great event, caufed a,cantata to 
be printed, in which, among other difplays of her pafl and prefent 

lories, the afferted, that Macerata, another epifcopal city of the 
fine ftate, and of almoft equal importance, had formerly been fub- 
ject to the dakes of Camerino. . This effufion, either of truth or of 
vanity, was warmly refented by the city of Macerata, which pub-. 
lifhed a reply, or Rifpofta d°un Cavalier Maceratife ad un fao Amico 
in Camerino: this reply was anfwered by the prefent very learned 
and very warm apologetical hiftorico-critical difftrtation on the 
city of Camerino; faid to have been written by a certain famous 
lawyer of that place,. Signor Pietro Antonio Frafea, 

This champion of Camerino demonftrates, by a number of paflages 
from Livy, Cicero, Cato, Frontinus, &c. &c. that Camerinum 
was, fo early as the fifth century from the foundation of Rome 
a very flourifhing place ; that Macerata, on the contrary, di 
not begin to emerge into notice till the. tenth century of the 
Chriftian era. He confutes the affertions of his antagonift againit 
the antiquity of Camerino, and gives the hiftory of that, place, 
drawn up from infcriptions, ancient monuments, and contempora- 
ry writers: enlargeson the extent of the empire of her ancient 
counts and marquiffes, and on her various revolutions and fates 
under the Cefars, the Goths, the Lombard kings and dukes, and 
under her own dukes; and at laft evinces by feemingly irrefragable 
arguments, that not only Macerata has never bad any jurildice 
tion over Camerino,. but that the fame Macerata has, on the 
-contrary, been fubjeét to the ancient fovereigns, and efpecially to 
the dukes of Camerino of the family of Verano. | 

To readers, not fired by patriotifm either for. Camerino or for 
Macerata, fo zealous a difcuffion of fo ufelefs a queftion, may indeed 
appear fomewhat ridiculous : but there is perhaps no nation that 
has not appeared fometimes to others guilty of the fame or much 

reater miftakes. . ‘ To proportion the eagernefs of conteft to 
its importances feems too hard a tafk for human wifdom.’ Happy 
thofe whofe warfare begins and ends in the wafte of only ink and 
paper, and fome idle hours. 


Lettre de M. Oberlin, Prof. en PUniverfté de Strafbourg, a M. le Comte 

de Stawrontki, Chambellan de S. M. Imp. de toutes les Ruffies, fur un 
Bijou, dont ce Seigneur.a fait? Acquifition @ Rome, et gui fe trouve 
Prefentement au Cabinet de fa dite Majeflé. One theet in 8vo. with a. 
Cut. Strafburgh. 


The jewel in quatien is a golden plate with a fmall gold chain 
reaching round the back part of the head, and ferving to faften the 
plate over the forehead, and behind the toupee, Such plates were fre- 
quently worn by the ladies of the ancient Romans, and are reprefent- 
ed on many ancient figures. A golden plate of this kind was found 
in an urn, not far from Civita Lavinia, or the ancient Lanuvium ; 
it came jnto the mufeum Vettori, from hence through feveral 
hands into thofe of Count Stawrontky, and from his into-the ca- 
binet of the emprefs of Ruffia. As Antoninus Pius hada: villa in 
the environs of Lanuvium, Meffrs. Oberlin and Reiffenftein: {uppofe 
that the plate in queition has ogce been worn by one of his'princefles. 


Les Helviennes, ou Lettres provinciales Philofophiques. . yam. Patis. 


Thefe new Provencalletters are not indeed written. by a Pafcal, 
but with a view fimilar to his, and not deftitute of merit. ‘The 
| Q4 ; author 
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author introdices.a country lady, ambitious of acquiring the title o. 
a:philofophical baronefs, aad applying for initruétion toa chevalie 
=—, her countryman, a zeajious difciple of the modern philofopher- 
of Paris, and, eager to enlighten his country, le Vivarais, the dis 
finiétoof the ancient Helvii. Hence a very tamiliar and very curiou 
correfpondence between him and the lady, to whom he faithfully 
develops ali the modern philofophical fyftems, without ever ftartling 
at the costradictions,. phyfical errors, abfurdities; and ridiculous 
confequences, found afterwards by a ferious and knowing country 
gentieman, in the works of Mefirs. Buffon, Telliamed, Diderot, 
Robinet, La Mettrie. d'Alembert, Voltainey &c. &c. After having 
thus expofed. the phyfical errors of -hissmodern philofophy, the au- 
thor propofes to proceed to: their fbetaphyfical, moral, political, 
hiftorical, and theological notions, which will probably farnifh him 
with abundant materials for feveral future volumes, 


Effais des Sermons préchés af Hotel Dieu de Paris ; par M.*%** D. D. 


de la.Faculte de Paris. C. R- et B.deS. V..~ 12mo. Paris. 


Three fermons preached on yery folemn, and, awful occafions; at 
the profeffions and confecration of nung, who devote themfelves to 


‘the fervice and nurfing of the fick, inthe Hotel Dieu, or great hof- 


pital of Paris; .a facrifice infinitely, difgufting and dangerous, but 
truly meritorious and beroical, made.for giving to every patient of 
whatever rank or religion, all the affiftance that can be derived trom 
the mott aétive and moft induftrious charity. This noble eftablith- 
ment has fubfitted,for many centuries; and afforded numbeiless in- 
ftances of truly Chriftian charity and. perfeverance on the part of 
the nuns.; and it is impoffibie to. read the. account of the epidemic 
difeate of 1348, (the moft horrible. with which France bas. ever 
been afflicted) without a mixture of terror.and admiracion.. Paris 
was almoft entirely depopulated.:, above five hundred perfons died 
every day, only at the Hotel Dieu s but the.moft painful, dan- 
gerous, and unceafing fervices, and death itfelf, ferved only to kindle 
the zeal of the nuns, who devoted themielves to the fervice ot the 
unfortunate viétims of the diforder; the whole number of thofe 
nuns perifhed twice over, yet the places of thofe who had juft died 
were immediately filled up again. 


Efjai fur ! Art de cultiver la Canne.de Sucre, et den extraire la Sucre. 
Par M. Cazeaux, de la Socidié Royal de Londres. One wol. in §vo. 
Paris. 


An accurate, and intcuaiee work. on a fubject ateition to all 
nations who have fugar plantations. The judicious author intends 
to anaiife the mucous.and {weet body of fugar, for the improvement 
of the wines of Europe, according tothe principles laid down in M. 
Beguillet’s OEnology ; by which means the ule. of fogas, already 
fo valuable in itfelf, will be (till farther increafed. 

He gives a table of the rain that fell in the ifland of Grenada in 
17733 and indicates the ufe of fuch tables, which ought:to be kept 
by public appointment, for the. improvement of agriculture. He 
fhows that fuch a table will exactly anfwer to that of the crop, for 
thofe who know how to manage fugar plantati.,ns: and he forms a 
fyftera of that culture, founded both on theory and practice. 

He proves that all forts of fugar canes, if tkilfully managed, will 
yield nearly. the fame fort of fugar: and ‘he explains alfo the me- 
Athods of verifying the boilings of fugars, and the difference between 
the proceedings of the European'and American fugar —, y 
2 ie * Art 
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E* Art des Accouchemens ; par M. Baudeloque, Membre du College et 
Adjoin: au Comité perpétuel del’ Académie Royale de Chirurgie. 2 Vols. 
Sve. Paris. 


The refult of obfervation and application, warmly approved by 
the royal academy of furgery, and lluitrated with a fett of elepant 
and accurate plates, engraved under the author’s own in{pection. 


Effai fur les Alimens, pour fervir de Commentaire aux Livres! diététiques 
. Hippocrtae. Nouw. Ed. corrigée & augmentée. 2 Vols. r2mo. 
aris. 
* By the celebrated Dr. Lorry, one of the warméft admirers of Hiv- 
pocrates, Sanétorius, and Boerhaave; whom he bas taken for his 
fafeft guides, in colleéting all the certain knowlege on the nature cf 
aliments, into a regular and practical fyftem. 


Epkemerides Aftronomica, anui 1781, ad Meridianum Vindebonenfem 


Fugu Auguttorum calculate @ Maximiliano Hell, 4fronomo Cefareo- 


Regio. Cum Appendice Objervationum. Vienne. 

The ‘twenty-fifth volume of this ufefal arinual publication of 
Abbé Hell's : it contains the heights of the thermometer and baro- 
‘meter obferved at Vienna, three times, each day; In 1779; aftrono- 
mical obfervations made at Buda or Ofen, in Hungary, by M. 
Weifs; othefs made at Prague by M. Zeno; at Manheim, by 
M. Mayer; at Cremfmuniter, by M. Fixmin ;’at Tyrnaw, by 
M. Tauchers; at Warfaw, by M. Byferzycky; thofe of Erlaw, in 
Hungary, madé in a new and very fumptuous obfervatory, con- 
ftruéted and furnifhed at the expence of prince Efterbazy, bifhpp of 
that place, by Abbé Madarafly, whofe metedrological and aftrono- 
mical obfervations are here included : the latitude of this new ob- 
fervatory is 47° 53° 54”, and its longitude, 1h. 12’ 54” eaft of 
Paris. M. Hetl concludes his appendix with a critical examen ofa 
‘new map of Hungary, by Mr. Krieger, pretended to have been 
drawn up from aftronomical ob/fervations. 
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MONTHLY CATALOGUE. 


POETRY. 
The Bevy of Beauties. A Collection of Sonnets. 4to. 2s. Baldwin, 


ORTRAITS of the moft eelebrated beauties now living in 

England, drawn by a very bad poetical painter, who has 
‘paid fo litele regard to difcrimination, that any one of the cha- 
racters will fuit the whole groupe. pei 


¢ O thou,. in whom nature’s perfections are join’d, 
A figure enchanting, an elegant mind ! 
In whom ev’ry winning attraction is found, 
Whofe voice to the foul, is a zephyr of found; 
Forgive each allufion, by rapture exprefs’d, 
Nor the feelings misjudge which arife in the breaft ; 
For fince, by each virtue adorn’d, you appear, 
*Tis the charter of nature to love, and revere!” 


What 
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What our author means by a zephyr of found, we cannot pof- 
fibly tell ; nor why it fhould be the ‘charter of nature to Jove, 
any more than to eat,, drink, or fleep. In the verits’on Mifs 
Thynne we are told that Jove 


¢ When dufky fhades add horror to the fcene, 
_ He'll footh, with gentle note, her cares to fleep ; 
“Then wander forth, ’midtt tempefts bleak and keen, 
And lend the drow of night, an eye to weep !’ 


The idea of lending an eye to the drow of night, is too fublime 
to be underftood. ‘othe countefs of Jerfey he fays: 


¢ Yes,—and thofe fprightly eyes can weep, 
And to the tale of mis’ry, progrefi keep.— 
Praife to her-heart !—the tears which forrow move, 
Are brilliant secve/s on the cheek of love |” 


Keeping progre/s to any thing, is certainly a new, but not a very 
elegant phrafe ; and jewels on the cheek, are ornaments which 
we very feldom meet with. Mrs, Harcourt, this gentleman af- 
fures us, looks as lovely : 


$ meme as conguefi, tothe fight !’ 


A very ftrange fimilitude ; and in his Serenade, as he calls it, ta 
Lady. Townthend, he carries us, 


‘ Thro’ blooming vales, and ever-fadele/s groves,’ 


Fadelefs \s, we believe, a word of this poet’s own coining, we hope 
it will never be current. 

If after this glimpfe of the Bevy, any of our readers defire 
to purfue the game, we can only think them. very eager fportf- 
‘men, and wifh them much diverfion. ; 


Ode to the Genius of the Lakes in the North of England. 470. 25. 
Richardfon and Urquhart, 


The author of this Ode informs us, in the advertifement pre- 
fixed, that he difclaims the idea of offering it to the public 
as a literary -production, and throws the piece only into the 
way of adfual tourifts. ‘The word touriff is, we believe, not to 
be met with in Johnfon’s, or,any other Englifh Dictionary, 
though the meaning of .it is fufficiently obvious ; but as we are 
not. aéiual, tourifts, unlefs wandering through the regions of li- 
terature may entitle us to that diflin¢étion, it cannot be ex, 
pected .that we fhould receive much entertainment from this 
poem. Even the beft poetical defcription of places gives us, in- 
deed, but imperfeét notions of the object reprefented, and not a 
twentieth part of the pleafure which we receive from the 


oculis fubjetta fidelibus. 


Let the reader take, for inftance, the following ftanza of the 
Ode before us. ‘2 | 


Lo! 











Montuty Cararocug, 
- Lo! thy wand’ring eye to pleafe, 
_ O’er Thurfton’s {mooth expanfe, 
Verg’d with lawns of tufted trees, 
The lightfome fun-beams dance, 
On Windermere’s long-fcatter’d ifles 
Though Kirkfton frown, fair Orreft finiles, 
Chearful Whythop waves his woods ; 
And round Derwent’s glaffy floods, - 
With many a fringed glade between, 
Falcon’s cliffs fublime are feen. 
And hark! to greet thy ear, remote 
(While nearer flows the ftock-dove’s note) 
Down Harter-hills, and Swarth-fell fteep, 
» A thoufand humming cataracts fweep ; 
The eagles fcream on Glaramara high, 
And Ulls’ grand echoing founds reverb’rate through the fky.” 


In thefe lines, which run fmooth and eafy, mention is made 


of a number of very fine places. But what idea can we form 


of them from a fketch fo loofe and indifcriminate ? Plain profe 


feems a better vehicle for all information of this kind, as it can - 


not only defcend to the moft minute particulars, and muft, there- 
fore, better anfwer the purpofe of exciting curiofity ; but will, 
at the fame time, prove more entertaining, efpecially where the 
verfification, as is the cafe with regard to this Ode, does not rife 
above mediocrity. 


A Poetical Epiftle; attempted in the Style of Churchill’s Epifile to 
Hogarth. 4fo. 15. Fielding. — . 


The weak effufion of querulous malevolence, venting itfelf in 
very bad rhimes againft fome private characters, heavens knows 
where. The whole is #ellum imbelle fine i#a: the defign is in- 
vidious, and the verfes contemptible. 


The Royal Naval Review, or a late Trip to the Nore. 410. 15, 6de 
Kearfly. 


As a fpecimen of this production, a few lines: from the be- 
ginning will be fufficient : 
How fhall I telt where I have been, 
Where I the rareft things have feen ? 
O Dick! beyond a doubt, 
Such fights again cannot be found, . 
Such tricks ne’er play’d on Englifh ground, 
But by the felf-fame rout. 
At a Great Houfe, hard by the way 
Where we do fometimes fell our hay ; 
My memory here but lame is; 
Pfhaw, where folks fay what they don’t mean; 
Plague! rat it now, what is.its name ? 
Oh! aye—’tis call’d St. James’s. 
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We know not whether, to read the whole of this rhapfody, might 
not, on fome conttitutions, have an effeét fimilat to that. which is 
fometimes produced by a real Nawal Trip to the Nores 


The Cow-Chace; an Heroic Poem, in Three Caitos: ato. 15 


Fielding. 


This poem was written, as we are informed in an advertifement 
. prefixed toit, by the gallant and unfortunate Major Andrt —He 
was a brave officer, and much to’ be lamented ; we {hall therefore 
fay nothing of his poem. | 


(Ber R AM APs bo 


The Baron Kinkvervankotfdorfprakingatchdern. . 4new Mufical 
Comedy. As performed at the Lheatre- Royal ia the Hay-Markct. 
« By Miles Peter Andrews, E/j, Swe. 15 64. Cadell. 

. This piece would afford ample matter for the feverity of \cri- 
ticifm, but. : , 
: ¢ We war not with the dead.’ “7 

Tt has been tried, condemned, and executed; and peace bé to~ 
‘its manes ! - : 

‘Nathan the Wife. A Philofophical Drama. Sno, 15.6, Fielding, 
» +A heap! of Unintelligible jargony very badly tranflated’ from 
the German original, written it feems by G. Ev Lefsling.. The 
tranflator informs us, in his preface, that the author of this drama 
fands-very Wigh in the opinion of his countrymen, Jecau/e he 
fads foremoft amongft the-late’réformers, to. whom Germany is 
indebted for, its prefent goldew age! of literatures :The+reader will 
here: pleafe.to obferve, that, this, German author, in the élegant 
Janguage.of +his tranflator .Mr,.Railpe, fands, becaufe he fanids ; 
we wifh he may not fall, becaufe-he. falls finitely -beneath all 
criticifm ; and can only fay that if this is the golden age of Ger- 
‘man literature, it appears, at leaft by this: fpecimien, ‘t6° put on 
a very leaden appearance... ~ 

POLY TPC Ade a 

- A Review of the Condud of bis Bxeellency John, Last of Bucking- 
hamfhire, LordsLievtenant and Gowernor-General of Ireland, 


during his Adminiftration in that Kingdom. ‘8vo. 15% Ro- 
binfon. | , bit 


This pamphlet, written with moré than common corretnefs, 
contains a high panegyric on the_earl of Buckinghamhhire ; 
whom the author paints in an amiable light, as a. man; and in a 
refpectable view, as a minifter, and the friend of Ireland. I[n- 
deed, the important conceffions, made to the filter Kingdom, dur- 
ing his adminiftration, muft ever throw a luftré on the domeftic 
government of that period. a 
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Remarks on Commodore Johnitone’ s Account of bis Engagement with 
a French Squadrox, April 16, 1780, 22 Port Praya Road, in the 
Tiand of St. Jago. Sve. 6d. Debrett. 


The defign of thefe Remarks, which.feem to be re-printed from 
news-papers, is to impeach the commodore with mifconduct 
during the action, and with perplexity in his narrative. The 
whole, however, appears to be nothing more than a ground- 
lefs and invidious effort of detraction. 


ME’ YD) TC A.L. 


Cafes in Midwifery; with References and Remarks. By William 
Perfect, Surgeon. Vol. 1. Svo. 65. fewed. Dodiley.. 


The cafes related in this volume prefent us with a variety of 
obfervations, made in the courfe of the obftetrical employment ; : 
and, confidered asa collection of facts, muift prove ufetyl to 
pr adtitionere i in that art. 

Cafe I. The delivery of a dead foetus, from the mother’s being 
afflicted with a lues venerea, which proved fatal.—Caie II. La- 
bour retarded by the circuinyolutions of the ftinis about the neck 
of the child. —Cafe II]. The funis uncommonly fhort, and im- 
pecing the birth, by being twifted round the child’s neck.— 
Cafe lV..A lingering labour, occafioned by the extraordinary 
fhortnefs of the funis. —Cafe V.A retention of the placenta, and 
a fingular infertion of the funis into its central’ part. —Café V1. 
A prefentation of the funis and belly ; the child turned and de- 
livered.—Cafe VII. A woman was pregnant with twins ; one of 
which was born breech foremoft, and the other delivered with 
the forceps. —VILI. A flooding, and the labour protracted by the 
rigidity of the,membrancs. The two cafes lait mentioned are 
related in a letter to the late Dr. Colin Mackenzie, and accom- 
panied with the. doétor’s anfwer.—Cafe 1X. Twins, with an in- 
tervention of fix days between their births.—Cafe X. A breech 
prefentation, in a letter to Dr. | Mackenzie, with his anfwer.— 
Cafe XI. A gonorrhoea viryjenta in the fourth month of preg. 
nancy —Cafe Xfi. A dar ge head; the pelvis diftorted ; and de- 
livery effeCted by: the crotchets ; ; in a letter to Dr. Mackenzie, 
with his anfwer. 

We.-fhall proceed no farther in fpecifyine. the various, cafes re- 
cited by Mr., Perfect, but fhall refer our readers to the work ; 
obferying only that the author generally illuftrates them by 4i- 
mura cafes from ather writers on midwifery ; and that the vo- 

lume derives confiderable merit from the correfpondence of Dr. 
Mackenzie. 


The New Britifo Difpenfatory. 12mo. 35. Newbery. 
This produétion contains the preparations and compofitioas of 
the new-Lendon-and Edinburgh Pharmacopoeias; the prefcrip-. 
tions of the fatter not. being given at full length; but only the 
occafional difference remarked “betw een them and thofe ordered by 
¢ a: the 
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the college of London. The compiler has added notes, pointing 
out, concifely, the methods of diftinguifhing the goodnefs of moft 
articles in the materia medica ; and has fubjoined the recipes of 


feveral noftrums, faid to have been analyfed by the late Robert 
Doffie, Efq: ) ae 


A Differtation upon the Nervous Syfem. 8vo. 15. 6dz, 


A complicated and incoherent production, abftrufe without in- 
veltigation, and laboured without apparent defign. 


CONTROVERSIAL 


A Reply to a fecond Letter on the Duration of our Lord’s Miniftry, 
from the Rev. Jofeph Prieftley, LL.D. F:R.S. By W. New- 
come, D. D. bi/bop of Waterford, 12m, 25. -Robinfon. 


In this letter his lordthip fuggefts fome very material confidera- 
tions in favour of his hypothefis*, and evidently thews, that he 
has ftudied the fubject with great accuracy and difcernment. As 
many of the points in the debate feem to be ambiguous, Dr. 
Prieftley will probably reply ; and if his lordfhip thould follow his 
example, the controverfy may be continued without end. In 
the’ mean time, it is in excellent hands, is conducted with Tibe- 
rality, politenefs, and learning, and cannot but afford fome 
agreeable information to the lovers of biblical criticifm. 

' We fhall give our readers the conclufion of this letter : 

¢ Many confiderable writers have affigned a duration to our 
Lord’s miniftry differing from that which we fuppofe in our re- 
fpective harmonies. Scaliger, Sir Ifaac Newton, Whifton, Stil- 
lingfleet, Allix, Wells, &c. compute five paffovers between our 
Lord’s baptifm and crucifixion. I formerly quoted Whitby as 
oppofing this opinion ; but I find that he afterwatds acceded to 
it. For my own part, I do not fee that it has any foundation in 
the gofpels. We cannot infer a diftinét feaft from that recorded 
John v. 1, becaufe Jefus’s difciples are faid to have plucked and 
eaten ears of corn. And other paflovers, fuggelted by fome, are 
ftill more weakly founded : Macknight for inftance, introduces 
one foon after the payment of the tribute-money; becaufe the 
Talmud fays that the tribute was dernanded in the laft month of 
the Jewith year. , 

‘ { will next very briefly ftate the conveniencies and incon- 
veniencies of comprehending our Lord’s miniftry within the fpace 
of two years and about fix months: of which opinion G. J. Vof- 
' fius fays that, if he could recede from that in which Mr. Mann 
has clofely followed hini, ad nullampotius dilaberetur quam 
illam, biennium et paucos menfes duraffe woaieiay Chrifli: quod a 








Autin 


# See Crit. Rev. vol. 1. p.181. voi. lil. p. 13. 
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*ttitate proxime recedit, et veterum multorum nititur auctOritate. 
And again: facile huic fubfcribent fententiz, quibus durius vi- 
detur, quod de istgy mgorégy in c. vie 4. admiffo fuperius diceba- 
Mus. 


‘ Let it be fuppofed that John v, 1. was the feaft of pentecoft 


immediately after the firft paffover. 

‘ The advantages of this fyftem are: 1. Jefus attended the 
feaft which direétly followed the firft paflover ; and, becaufe the 
Jews fought his life at that time, he intermitted his attendance 
on the four fucceeding feafts of tabernacles, the dedication, the 

affover, and pentecolt. But, when his miniftry drew towards a 


conclufion, he attended the feafts of tabernacles, of the dedica-- 


tion, and of the paflover at which he fuffered. There feems to be 
a remarkable fitnefs in this conduét : whereas, on the plan of my 
Harmony, three feafts between John ii. 13. and v. 1. remain un- 
attended for general reafons only. 

‘ 2. Thus too Herod heard of Jefus’s fame a year fooner than 
I have fuppofed : yet not till Jefus had preached and wrought 
miracles in Galilee for near-twelve months. 

‘ If any fhould think that, John v. 1. fome other feait is 


meant befides the pentecoft fubfequent to the firft paflover, for - 


example the feaft of tabernacles in the fame year, let him obferve 
how difficult it, will be to find a place for it between the feafon of 
ripe corn referred to Luke vi. 1. and the raifing of the widow, of 
Nain’s fon, Luke vii. 11. 

‘ The only inconvenience of fuppofing John v. 1. to be the 
firft pentecoft in our Lord’s miniftry is that there feems ta be 
lefs time allowed for our Lord’s important inftructions and actions 
during the fifty. days between John ii. 13. and v. 1. than the de- 
corum and full effect of them require. I have fo little attachment 
to my own plan, that, if I could obtain fatisfaction on this point, 
on which | would gladly know the opinion of able critics, [ 
would readily relinquifh it: and 1 will propofe to my readers a 
difribution of this time, which may recommend itfelf to them, 
though I cannot acquiefce in it mytfelf. 


¢ Suppofe then that | 6 
* Jefus Pate v6 0 fome days before the paffover, ny 
John ii. 13: and after it oo | men 3 
¢ That he paffed in Judea — — 10 
¢ In the journey to Samaria and flay at Sichar 3 | 
¢ In the journey to Cana and flay = — ——- 5 
¢ In the journey to Nazareth, and flay wee S 


‘ [Thefe two laft articles may be fuppofed to compre- 
hend his preaching in the fynagogyes of Galilee. ] 


¢ In his ftay at. Capernaum ——- —— 4 
¢ In his tour about all Galilee —~ _ 16 
¢ Jn his journey to Jerufalem — comes 4 
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‘ My readers will likewife obferve, and calculate as they think 
fit, what numbers of miles our Lord travelled’ in this fpace of 
tine. oe 
‘ Thus have I freely given you my fentiments on the fubject 
of our amicable debate: I have endeavoured to deliver them'with 
the refpect due to your eminence as a fcholar, and with the good 
fhannéts and good will which we owe to each other as gentlemen 
and as Chriftians. Iam, &c.’ ave 9 

In the foregoing extract his lordfhip fhews that moderation, 


which is always ‘amiable, particularly in points of dowbtful dif- 
, putation. ae vee | 


Gibbon’s Account of Chriftianity confidered : together with fome 
Stridtures on. Hume's Dialogues. concerning Natural Religion. 
~ By Jofeph Milner, 4./, 8vo. 3s. Robin{on. 


This writer divides his work into three parts. In the firft, he 


-exdinines fome faéts and characters, which, ‘the thinks, are mifv"_ 
Bg ypoepeay Bove Gibbon; in the fecond he gives an account 
0 


what he calls evangelical truth, or the vital parts of Chrifti- 


anity 3 and, in the third; he defends. what he ftyles Chriftian 


pringiples. ~ 
‘From the general tenor of this work, we-are inclined to form a 


_ fayourable-opinion of theauthor’s piety and learning But when we 


read his account, of original-fim and'rmputed righteoufnefs ; his 
invettives againit human -reafon;. and his™frequent: allufions,to 
myfterious’ feelings and experimerital illuminations, we are in- 
‘duéeéd to believe, that his. theological abilities would have been 
more properly employed in writing comments on the works of 
Jacob Behmen or William -Law, than in maintaining a contro 
veigy with fuch-a formidable adverfary ‘as ‘Mr. Gibbon. - 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Theory of the Syphon, plainly and methodically illufiratede Svo. 
1s.6d. Richardfon and Urquhart.. 

_ The manner in which a fyphon a¢ts is explained in this pam- 
phiet with great peripiculty, upon the principles of hydroftatics ; 
and thé philofophical author has likewife thewn,, by mathematical 
reafoning, the ufe of this inftrument in accounting for-recipra- 
cating fprings. 7a Yi SRS re. 
The Neptune'of Europe. 25. Bell. eotes 

This pamphlet contains a lift of the naval force of Great Bri- 
tain, and the other maritime powers of Europe, with the names 
of the commanders, and a variety ‘of particulars relative’to the 
gnarine eftablifiments*of each nation. The,whole is digefted in 


the reg 


« 


‘ftate of temporary appointments will permit. 


_ ‘a methodical manner, and may Be ufeful, fo far as the fluctuating 


~ 
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